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.Mr. Gzeew, Mu""

PROMISED Mr. Laconic fo procure the

I Publicatien of the Fﬁllo-wx'xg Piece; and am
therefore to requefl the Faveur of yeu to infert it in
your next Gazette, and in fo doingy you awill oblige
Your humble Servant, A. B.

Frederick County,

OTWITHSTANDING the harth E-
pithets of Knawve, or Fool, the Advo-
cates for the Infpe&ion Law fo libe-
rally beflow upon every one, who

refumes to differ from them; yet J

affrm that the Dropping of that Regulation muft .

be of the greate Advantage to this Province.

The Argument I fhall offer, to maistaigthis Af-
fertion, if I am not much deceived, falls very, Thort
of Demonfiration, ard as I don’t remember to have
feen it in Print, or hear®it in Converfation, fo I
hope fome Merit will be allowed to an Invention,
that has ftruck oat Novelty upon fo ftale a Topic.
The Welfare of the Province depends upon the
Price of our Staple ; the principal Source of a
low Price is the great Quantity,of Tobacco fent to
Market, This depends opon the Number of
People employ’d in the Culture of it.  Any Expe.
dient therefore to reduce the Number of Planters,
as it will leflen the Quangity, and thereby alfo raife
the Price of Tobacco, muﬁ,’by unavoidable Con-
fequence be beneficial to the Province.——Let then
the Infpe&tion Law drop, and near ore Half of the
Planters will be ruined, and driven away to fome
other Part of the World, which will effe@ually
diminith the Quantity, and confequently enhance
the Price of Tobacco.

Yomr's, &c.
Jack Lacovic.

[(N. B. Tk Reader 'wx'”“prﬂéab/] Sulpe&, that
Mr. Laconic és in Reality a Friend to the Infpeiicn
Laav ; but, em the contrary, be is a declared Enemy
tsit. The Expedient muft be onvned to be an extra-
erdinary one ; and not unlike the Cafe of a Man,
avko, baving tem Children, and net being able to
grovide Food and Raiment Jor, gne Half of them,
defireyed the refl to prevent the Difirefi of the Sur-

vivers.]
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South River, 15th June, 1753.
Mr. GriEn,

S my Education hss beea fuited to my Cca.-
dition of Life, fo'l never dreamt of poflefiing
any Taleats, fuperior to it. .I fhould, therefore,
hardly have thought of making a public Appear-
ance as an Author, beyond the Stile of an Adver-
tifement (‘in avbich Sort of Compafition, 1 bawe
mire than omce difplay’d my great Zeal for tke Eofe
of the good Pesple of a certain Connty), had I not
perufled a Paragraph urged in your Paper of the
7th, by one, who fubfcribes himfelf, A Well avifber
Jor no Infpeflion Laaw s This elaborate Performance,
made me refolve to urge a Paragraph, as well as
my Neighbour the Planter. You may, perhaps,
obje& to my Performance, a few Jnaccuracies in
point of Grammar; and what then > Have 1 not
as much Right to talk in my own Way as another ?
You, thgreﬁm:, cannot refufe me .a Place oa that
Score, without incurring the Ceanfure of all candid
Difquifitors. SRl plann
'ghere is a Tribe of fnarling Folks, called Cri-
tics, who arrogantly and’ pofitively affert, that.a
Man ought to know the fiagal/ar from the plural
Number, befose he fets up {fn an Aathor in any

Shape, and that he fhould al(o be able to ditinguith -

the material Difference, between a avell framed
Argument, and a flat pofitive Affersion, before he
%Rfumu to take up the Cadgels in any Sort of

ontroverfy. . Bat a fig for them, and. their"Rules;
my Neighbeur has boldly clear’d the Way thro’.

~

s
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thefe arbitrary Difficalties, and plainly demonftra.
ted, by his own unparallell’d Example, that one
may be an Autker, withoat regarding fuch imper
tinent Niceties: From fo great an Author ty ther
(for aught Idknow, as refpeftable as the fay /o of
a certain Philofopher, I have read of), I will ven-
tare to eftabl:fh it as a Maxim, that /#7iter and
Autbor, are Words of the fame Signification, and
that every one therefore, who can avrite, may, if
he pleafes b an Author ; and permit me to fuggeft
a ftrong Inducement for your favourable Acceprati
on of fuch Performances as mine, and my Neigh
bour the Planter's; you have often a Dearth of
News, and want fome litile ingenious Effays, to
fill up your Paper. My Neigbbour's Effays and
mine, are o far ingenious, as they contain in them
a Peculiarity not to be met with in any Authors,
in relation to Language, and Argument: Fer, I
think, if the Dewvi/ was to turn Grammarian, ard
Legician, it wou'd puzzle him extreamly to reduce
cithe? of them to Rule and Method. Erncourage
our Labours then, that every one who can awrite,
may turn Autkor. You'll thus have Effays upon
Effays; and as every one who can read, may, if
be pleafes, with equal Pretecfions be a Critic, fo
all thofe, in fhort, that can read, or acvrire, will
probably become your Cuftomers; and thefe two
Denominations will comprize all that you can fairly
expet an annual Tribute from.

Some People pretends that this Planter of yours
is a Wolf in Sheep’s Cloathing ; that he is in Re-
ality the Fa&er of a Lindon Merchant, ard of
Conftquence, a Well avifper for no Infpeflion Lavw ;
becaufe, forfooth, he cannot now fo cafily Izde his
Mafter’s Ships as he ufed to do: That under the
Difguife of Friendfhip, he erndeavours to ferve an
Intereft fo pernicious to his Country, that he dares
not avow it. An Interef, which nothing but
the extream Duftrefs of the People, can f{upport.

Others fays, that the poor Man is craz'd, or
more Fos/ than Knave, and rather inclines to Pity
than Cenfure him, becaufe they t4inks his Brain is
crack’d, having run mad about Elettions, and fo
turned Author to convince the Foters of a certain
County, by this egregiony.Specimen of his Abilities,
of his Sufficiency to reprefent them in a wery im-
portant Capacity. O:hers again alleges, that this
arch Planter, is at Bottom, a Friend to the Infpec-
tion Law ; that the Slyboots covertly argued in
Favour of it: For, fays they, ro ore could feri-
oufly urge a Paragraph fo fuperlatively filly, but
with a Defign to expofe to Ridicule, an Oppofition
founded on the weakeft, or rather ro reafoning.
But tho® atkers is been wery cardid in givirg their
Opirion, who this fame Planter is, my Sertiments
on this Head avill wot alloaw me to join in their O-
pinien ; fer I am certain, that he is no other, than
that moft illuftrious Perfonage, @, in the Corner.
I could advance many Reafons, and learned Ar-.
guments, to countenance this Conjefture, befides
the palpable Similitude of Stile, Argument, and
Grammar, 16 be found in Mr. @ and this Pianter’s
Labours, when compared : But the fhoneft Way
is the beft, and I chafe therefore to determire the
Point -at once, after the great Example of my
Neigbbeur Plantcr, by a confident Affertion ; a ve-
ry convenient, as well as compendious Method of
Argumentation.

t has been obferved that the greateft Abfurdities,
at fome Time, have become the favourite Tenets
of a Se&, or Party of Men. We need not fearch
after foreign Inftances to exemplify this Obfervati-
on, when we fee {o much intemperate Zeal madden
againtt our Jujpection Law, whilt it obtains as an
Article of the political Creed, of a Party among us,
That this moff excellent Regulation, is injurious ta
oxr Interef, in the great Points of Property and
Liberty. Religion has not yet heen engaged as an
Auxiliary - in &e Difpute; but if the Labours.of a
certain Reverend, learned, and 4oary Divine, thoald
not. prove abortive, we are to be filenced by a full
Demontration, of the heretical Tendency of eve

impious Defalcation of the Forzy- per Po/l: 'Thofe

N

who have already patroniz’d fuch palpable Con.
tradi€tions to Fa& and Experience, who are fo un-
awed by the Authority ard Example of every flca-
rithing Country, urder the Sun, where the leaft
Appeararce of Commerce fubfills, as to affere,
Tbat every Regu’ation of Trade is defira&ive of
Progerty, and every Centreul of Licentioufnefs inva-
Jive of Liberty, are properly prepared to receive it
alfo, as an Article of their religious Creed, that
the Caufe ard Interefts of Religion, are endangered
by the Infpect on Law. When Men once yield
themfelves up to the wild Suggeftions of Whim
and Caprice, what Extremities of [olly may not
be apprehended? But to return to Mr. 9 in tis
Corner (for I fhall row call my Neighbour Planter,
by his preper Name), I muft take upen myfelf to
anfaver him in a few Peints, avkich be bas given
the Putlic, in regard ts the Infpeddicn Lanw. )
He begins the reafoning Part of his iccompara-
ble Performarce with an Aertizn. that the In-

fpeQion Law has had no good Effe@®, becaufe .

quoth he) the general Accounts of Sales of To-
bacco, thipped for the laft two or three Years, have
rot been higher, and his cwn in particolar, have
altually been lower, during that Period, than they .
ufed to be, before the Regulation tock Place ; as
bave alfo been thofe of certain Gentlemen Plarters,
of whom (from their refpe&tive Cerners, I fuppofe),
he has had Information. Such is the notorious
Chara&er of his Candour, and Veracity, that I
muft not contradi® Mr. @ in the Cermer in the
Fa&t he has afferted ; but admitting it.to be true,

and leaving his Honefty to the Approbation of his _

own Confcience, I fhall endeavour to fhow, thas
his principal Obje&tions are frivolous. ;

The Price of every Commodity is variable, and
flu@uating, and efpecially of fuch as intirely de-
pends, for it’s Confumption, upon Luxury and
Fathion. We all know that Tobacco, before the
Infpe&ion Law, feldom or never flood at the fame
Price for any confiderable Time, and the fame
Caufe, to which this Variation might be attributed
before the Infpefion Law, has, and ever will, pro-
duce fimilar and proportionable Alterations, in the
Price of Tobacco, urder the Infpe@ion Law : The
Price will be higher or lower, as thofe Circum-
ftances occur, which render the Value cf every
Commodity inftable.and precarious.
je€tion (if it may be called ore), may be made to
cvery Regulation of Trade, which human Prudence
can devife, We may encourage the Buyers to
deal with us, by taking Care that ro Trath be
cffered to Sale; but we cannot compel them to
buy more than they can vend again, or exa& our
own Price, or oblige the Confumers to chew,
fmoke, and fruff Tobacco, in what Quantities we
pleafe: All that can be done, is to make fuch Pro-
vifions, as may eftablifh the general Credit of our
Staple, by preventing Fraud, and bringiog the
Quality of it to as great a PerfeQion as it is capa-
ble of. This was the Obje€ ef the Icfpelions
Law.——An Obje&, that nothing but extream
Diftraction can make us lofe Sight of.

Had we ro Competitors in our Trade, it won'd
be indifcreet to negleét the Quality of a Staple.
Commodity, which is not ocly rot neceflary to
the Support of Life, but is one of thofe Articles
of an unaccountable Luxury, which requires onn-
fual Pains to be taken, to conquer a natural Aver<:
fion and Abhorrencé, before Men can be broughe
to the frequent Ufe of it. But as we have Come,
petitors, wno have for many Years labour'd to ac+-~
quire, and have a&ually efiablifped a gensral Repu-
tatien, no Lanﬁunge can exprefs the Foll, or
Madaefs of fuch a Negle&, or depaint the crael
Miferies that mult neceffarily flow from it: 'Be.ﬁde:,
if the Utility of the Infpe&ign-Law is to be infer-,
red from *the Accounts of Sales, it will then fol-,
low, that-as they were higher Jor three Year im-
mediately after the Infpe@ion Law (a Fa&, which.
no Effrontery can difpute), during that Time, at:
leaft, it.proved a ‘beneficial Regulation, and .we
muft therefore, neceflaily conclide, if ¢4is Reafon--
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