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Fremtbe STUDENT.

An Effay on CONTENTMENT in ProspERITY.

Laxdet diverfa fequentes,

HERE are very few Queftions which

have more puzzled Philolophers, than

one in particalar relating to the Re-

gimen of ourfelves in Prefperity and

Adverfity., The Conteft was never
finally determined, whether it was the greater Bra-
very to mederate ourfelves in Plenty, or to bear
up with Conflancy under the Preflure of tWant.
The Difpute, I think, is not very material; but
the Neceflity of Contentment appears manifeftly
from both Sides, in order to enjoy any Felicity in
cither Condition. ol

Murmuring ard Complaint generally proceed
from the Difference of Mem §ituation in Life.
The Sordid are apprehenfive they fhall never have
enough; and the Profu/e want more to animate
their Extravagarce. They who have but fmall
Fortunes can’¢ relith the Scantinefs of Moderation ;
Grandeor and Gaiety don’t always fit eafy on the
Wealthy, and the Neceffitous are diffatisfy’d that
they are expofed to the Severity of Notbing.

A firange Variety of Paflions thus daily diftra&t
the Human Mind, and for want of krowing how
to be eafy, tco many make themfelves miferable.
But all thefe Repinings are in Reality criminal
Man is properly iis-own Tormentor ; he difquiets
bimfelf in vain, and by negle@ing the Obfervation
of ore eafy Virtue, he never taftes the Fruit of
genuine Contentment, To regulate our Defires,
and limit our Pleafures, is what I mean by Con-
tentment in a plentiful Condition, A State which
requires great Circumfpection to keep the Paffions
from running into Excefs!

Profperity is a ‘trying and dangerous State, in
which, as we exercife our Judgment, we fhall dif-
play either the greateft Folly, or the moft exem-
plary Wifdom. . Good Fortane is apt to delude us
with it’s Smiles, and flrangle us in it’s Embraces.
It unbends the Mind, and flackers the Powers of
it; and, by a fraudulent Gratification of Senfe, 1t
irfenfibly fteals away the Ufe of our. Reafon. Ma-
ny have ftood ir8exible under the Shock of Pover-
-ty, who have afterwards fell a Sacrifice in 3 plen
tiful Fortune. ; .

Flattery frequently prevails, - when Blows ate in-
effe@ual ; and Temptations to a fatal Sgturitz are
too prevalent, when the Mind is lall’d into. Care-
lefsnefs and Negle@®. ‘We apprehend no Difficulty,
becaufe we, feel none; and we promife ourfelves
Safety, becaufe a treacherous Confidence blinds ns
to our Danger. - °

But when Fortune fmiles, let :ns roufe up our
Circumfpe&ion. Our Paffions then require a tight
Rein, left our A&ions‘fhould harry us into Info-
Jence and Prefumpiion. Confidence in our Pof-

feffions is too apt to obliterate the Rememberance’

of Duty, and too great.an Qpinion .of our own
Meiit fometimes creates a Forgetfulnefs of our De-
pendence on God. . : s
The Defires, it is plam, have -a Tendercy to
Violence ; and an ealy. -Affluence, inflezd of fatis-
fying, pufhes them"on to further Gratification.
When the Heart is-thus.enlarged, and the Spirits
too volatile, we are raturallyunclined to embark
in peiv ‘Undertakingzs: e ate infenfible of .any
Difficulties . which -I‘E:xld:ncp ussin our Career,
-and, for. want of iproper Reflraint, our Defires
busry.us, inta Extravagance, which feldom endy in
any Thing botRain. -, t00 215 Lfiad 30 Lo
. Thus'fallen from:the Summit of Grandeur, we
fhall become the Obje@s of Scom .and Contempt.
Whilft ‘our- Fields ftood thick with Corn, .and out
.Garuers abounded with :ail Manner of Store;-the
‘stLuin .Were ready 10 attend:our Fables, «din
‘our Ears:with Comipliment, . and 1ry:to. pérfdice-us
ithat 'we: werg ;mdorg than Men ; 1but ‘80 fodnet is
:the -Scese changed, and ‘a-Had:Alwration: sppuats

in our Circumftances, than thefe nfamous Anirals
all vanith, and (like Vermin wh'ch fl, frem a tot-
tering Huufe) forfake ard vi.ify us in cur Mistor
tunes.. :

The Virtue of Contentment in the micft of Prof-
perity fecms in this Po.nt very neceflary, as it terds
to preferve a good Fortune i Hand, and to pre
vent a Shame which muft ce gra-ing on the Lofs
ofit. A ftn& Vigilance woula keep P.flion with-
in due Boun:s. ur Fall fiom an elevated Station
migbt be prevented by an Evennels of Temper,
and a proper Circumfpe@icn; but for want of it
our Misfortune will be reflcéted on wi h Remotfe,
and the Iavidious will rejoice, and perfecute us
with Severity, In fhort, let us embrace Content-
ment, as a moft amiable Virtue; and reftrain our
Paffiors; as moft consucive to our temporal as well
as our eternal Welfare, Then we fhall rel:th our
Enjoyments without furfeitirg, and have a true
Tatte of the Delights of Life, without negleQing
tke Duties of Chniftianity.

An Eflay on CoNTeNTMENT in ADVERSITY,
Howr.

A M A N of common Underftanding muft know
that he is naturally borm to Trexble; itis an
Iocumberarce entailed upon our Birth, nothirg but
a Rent charge upon Lite, or a Tax laid upon hu-
man Nature. A prudent Man will view it in this
Light ; he will corfider that there is nothing in
Mifery con'rary to the Condition of Markird ;
that our Beings neceflarily expofe us to Sufferings,
and that Misfortune in fome Srape is our natural
Patrimony. Complaint therefore will be filenced
from proper Rfle@ions made on ocur Nature, and
Difquietuce that we are born like other Men, wi'l
be an Addition of an unnatural Vexation to natural
Mifery. ;
Impatience and Fre:fulnefs are Diftempers of the
Mind, which a Proficcert in Wifdom will not en-
courage, but curc. He w:l! remember that the
God ot Nature has been very bountiful 1o his Crea
‘ures ; that he has given them Abilities to repel all
En.mies to the'r Tranquiiity, and 'tis the Wart of

Lewvius fit patientia,

‘Application which creates Uneafinefs under the

Smare of Adverfity.

‘The moft fhocking Circumftances of Life have
fome Intervals of Retrefhment; fome Comfort in.
tervenes to {weeten their Severity, and our Pairs
are affwagcd by fome kind Lenitives, f{cafonably
adminiftred by a moft beneficent Being.

The Lofs of any Thing dear mult neceffarily
affect us; but Reafon will fuggeft to us, that tho’
fubje& to Misforture, we are ro: a/<ways labouring
under it ; the mof valuable Blefling rem.ins in our
own Power, and notbing can diveft us of ijt, but
our awn Confent,——We may fink (’tis allowed)
from a plentiful Fortune into an abje& Poverty 3
Want of Health may impair our Conflitutions, and
other Difappoirtments may fharpen the Edge of
our Trouble j—but ftill our Merals may be pre-
ferved from Debauchery; we have no Reafon to
flain our A&tions with Difhonour, becaufe una-
voidable Cafua'ties befal us. Let Fortune play
the Tyrant, ard rob us of our Wealth, defeat our
Suceefs in any &.neft Undertaking, and let Diforder
interrupt the Cortinuavce of our Healtd, yet a-
midft all her Spleen we may preferve our Jntegrity;

"tho’ posr, We may be good; tho' deflitute of Ne.

¢¢ffaries, we may abound in F"rhu,' and we need
not doubt bat a juft God will look dowa opon us
with Pleafure ; in due Seafon. caufe usto emerge
from oar Trouble, and, from the Furnace of Af-
fli&ion, our religious Bravery will fhine with great-
er Luftre. : ;
- Trifling, temporary Allurements, can-never call
off an Eje engaged in the pleafing Profpe& of E.
ity.. Clog.s. may mesace, and Scom}s,;ﬁm
the Chriftian’s Paflage j they may retard his Jour
ey, an>make it lefs pleafant; but Perfeyerance
‘will eiumph)- bis” Miad will: siat-bo divepiedy nor

his Refolution ftaggered; Heaven is his Home,«=
and thither he aci// go. Al Murmuring and Dif-
content he throws afide, as injurious a~d unreafoa-.
able. His Calculation is equitable ; he compares
the Benefits received with the Evils experienced ;
upon a fair State of the Account r.e fixes the Bal- -

lance, and concludes with that Refleétion of eternal . -

Equity, Shall ave receive Geod at the Hand of
God, and jball ave not receive Evil P

The Body is nothing but the Infirument of the
Mird ; the Punithment it receives frem Adverfity
he judges a neceflary Infiruftion to Recolle@ion of -
Duty ; an Exercife to rencer his Patience exem.
plary, and a Step from whence he rifes to an Ele-
vation of Happinefs. By making a Virtue of Ne.
ceffity he gives a poble Inftance of [piritual OEco-
nomy ; by brirging Geod cut of Ewil he copies the
Features of Heaven, and exhibits the molt beautiful
Plan of true Wifdom.

To defpond or murmur under temporary AfL Q-
ons betrays a Cowardice ill becoming Chriftianity.
The Mariner may rave at the Inclemercy of the
Weather; he may raife a Storm within "himfelf,
becaufe there is one without him; but what In-
flience will it have in flilling the Noife of the
Waves, or what Tendency to the procuring a de- °
fired Calm? Unjult Murmuting will ratker ftimu-
late than pacify Anger; Submiffion to Providence
is our beft Refuge ; the moft probable Method of
removirg our M- fery, of exciting the Pity of our
heavenly Samaritan 0 adminifter a heali. g Medi-
cice in our Diftrefs, i

A Mind, fleady and unbroken under the moft
acute Diforders, is recorced in mary hiftorical In-
flances of Perfors, never blefled with the Advan-
tage of reveaied Religion. Our Impatience under
Adverfity is feverely chaflifed by their Conftancy
ard Courage; a'd their marvelicus Alicrity under
the mcft excruciatirg Pains ('tis hoje) will fhame
us into an humbie Refignat-on, and modeft Con-
tentment, under any Condition permitied, or ap-
pointed by divire Providence.

Let us remember that not a Complaint could be
extorted from ALexanDRR’s Page, when burnt
to the Bore, becaule he thougbt it woold leffen
the Merit of his Sacrifize ; and when the Cyprian
King caufed Anaxarcuus of dédirato be pound-
ed in & Mortar, he laugh’d at the Tyrant, and bid
him poand his Shell, but told bim he could not
kurt the Philofopher himfeif.

Impatience under Advexﬁ:f muft be thought
unreafonable fure, and ridiculous; cur Eyes are
entertained with a more beautiful Profpe& of Re-
ward for our Contentment ; Heaven is our Home,
to which we are travelling, and Tribulation the
Gate, by which we.are to enter it. Tn (hort, the
Man, who can’t be patient under a little tempora-
1y Trouable, gives Grounds of Sufpicion that he
has never properly thought on the Lath of eternal
Torture.

T U N IS, Augat 2z :

INCE the Party of the yeung Bey- Bas been

difpers’d, the old By brs been ckicfy 'mp?'l
in taking preper Meafures to firengthen bis Admi~
nifiration; for avbich Purpsfe be bas canfed 200
Perfons, awvbo avere concerned in Rebellion acith bis
Son, to be put-10 Death, in order to deter others
JSrom the like Bebaviour. Sime, after baving their
Eyes pat out, avere empaled ; others, bang up by the
Toes 3 and-thofr avbo were fBewn the greateft Lemi-
2y, rwere bebeaded, and their Heads placed spon the
Cafile Walls, A Renegade, awbo awas become rich,
.axd bad fupplied the young Bey with Ponwder 4ad

ition, met wwith a _fiverer Punifpment thaz -

-evenDeath itfelf: He dad bis Eyes put qut,. bis
-Tengue pitreed, and ene Hand cst off 3 and in this
Condstien, nuas turned into the Streét. - Three of the

o/d Bey’s Concabines, wbo bad deferted bis Seraglie,
23 go over ta 3¢ young Bey, wvere all pat into-oze
Sack, and thronvi inte the Séa iiand the Sn?fv-o .
-the yeumg By way Ig‘} 2o Be > plunder'd by the §ols
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