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vho bave ary Demands
ire requefled to brirg in

Wefl, Executor,

m the Subfcriber,
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From alate Universar Macazing.
MEDITATIONS e buman LIFE,

‘"HIS Life is but a Penelipe’s Web,
in. which we are alwa
undoing: A Sea that lfes open to all
Winds, which fometimes within, and
fometimes without, pever ceafes to

blow violently upon us: A weary Journey through
extreme Heats and  Colds, over high Mountains,
fleep Rocks, dangerous Defarts. And, thus we
pab our Time away in weaving at this Web, in
rowing at this Oar, and in pafling this miferable
Way, What then is there in Life, my Soul!
that thou fhould’t fo much defire it? Nay, what
Byvil is there not in Lifg? =

There is no Period of it exempt from Mifery,
We enter it in Tegrs: We pafs through it in
Saveat and Toil, nr)d many AffiQicns: We end it
siways in Sorroew. Great and Liule, Rich and
Pocr, not one in the whole World can plead Im-
muuity from this Condition.

Man, in this Point, is worfe than all other
Creatures: He is born unable to fupport himfe!f ;
neither receiving in his firt Years any Pleafure,
ror giving to others any Thing bu: Trouble, and
before the Age of Difcretion pafling infirite Dan-
gers : Only herein he is lefs unhappy than in other
Ages, becaufe in this he has no Senfe nor Apgre-
benfion of his Mifery.——And, can we think trere
is any fo void of Reafon, that, if it were granted
to him to live always a Child, would make cheice
of fuch a Life? So then it is evident, That rot
Smply to live is defirable; but t0 /ive avell and
katty fhould be the Objeét of all our Endeavours,
anc of all our Intentions,

Does the Child efcape all thofe Dangers incident
to that Stage of Life, and' groaw up ? I%is Troubles
likewife grow up with him. ¢ is transferred
from the Nurfe to the Subj:&tion of the Schoot
Matter, and then, if he ttudies, it is ever with
Tepining ; ard, if he plays, it is rever but with

Fear, ‘This whole Age, while he is under the
gl'j.?rgc of another, is unto him no better than a
rife

n: And herefore he longs for, and only afpires
the Tutlage of
ancther, he may become Matler of himfelf ; pafh.
irg Time forward, as it were with his Shoulder,
that he may the {ooner exjoy his hoped for Libere
. In thort, he defires nothirg more than to (ee
the End of this Age, which he looks-upon as
Bordage and Slavery, and to eater upon the Be-
girpirg of his Youx. .And what is the Beginnirg
of Youth, but the Death of Infancy 7 And the
Bsgianirg of Manhood, but ihe Death of You:h
Or, what is the Beginning of Tomorrow, but the
Death of the prefent Day }——Therefore fuch a
cne implicitly defires his Death; and judges his
Life miferab{e; and cahnot be reputed in a State
of Happinefs or-Contentment, ;

We will now fuppofe our Youth ar Liberty, in
that Age he fo much pired after, wherein he has
bis Choice <0 1ake the 3y of Virtge'or of Vice,
ind either to chufe Reafon or Paffion for his Guide,
1is Paffion entertains him. with 3 Thoufand De-
lights, prepares for him a Thoufand Baits, and
Prefents him with a Thoofand .worldly Pleafures
10 {urprize “him s Vicious and. polluted Pleafures, |-
Which ever held him in a reftlels Fever: 'Pleafure,
that at laft end i Repentance, and like Sweauneats
are of a bad Digefltion : Pleafuses that are bought
With Pain,-and .in a-Momest petifh, - bat leave be-
biod a latting Guile, and lang ‘Remqife .of Confci-
1ce. 1 will not mention the Mifchiefs, «Quarrels,’
Debates, -Wpunds, Murders, - Banithnients, Sick.:
Bels, and other Dgn rs; whereintor fometimes the
.oeortinency, and ;Ig:adimmbe Tofolency. of /this |,
’”,_fg!}xdcd Age does plusge Men, - Behald.then the |
Life.of a_ youpe Ma: ;W‘,,ﬂ? , Government: [
aflets, - ghandons -himfelf. 1o |

-

ys diing aed-

fométimes into the Water, and then into the

-other Times flings him beadlong to'the Bottom.
"~ And, even if he follows Reafon for his Guide,
he muft meet with wonderful Difficuliies: For h:
muft refolve to fight in every Part of the Field,
and at every Step to be in .Corfli@, as baving the
Enemy in Front, ‘in Flank, and in the Rear, con.
tinually #fMailing him;: And this Enemy is all that
can delight him, all that he fees near, or far off.
This is no lefs than 4. World itfelf, our greateft
Enemy, and moft therefore be overcome.
But, befides the /#or/d, he has a Thoufand trea-
cherous’ Enemies avithin him, amongft whom his
Pafiion is nonc of the leaft; which waits for an
Occafion to furprize him, and betray him to his
Lut It is Gop only,
the Path of Virwe: And jt is Gobp only, that can
keep nim in it to the End, and make him victor
ous in all his Combats. But, alas! how few they
are that enter into it, and o: thofe few, how many
that reire again| So that let a Man follow the
one Way or the other, he mul either fubje® him
felf to a tyrannical Paffion, or undertake a weary
and conticual Combat ; wilfully throw himfelf into
the Arms of Deftroétion, or fetter himfelf, as it
were, in the Stocks; eafily carried away with the
Current of the Water, or paintully ftemming tue
impetuous Tide.
Beho!d then the Happirefs of a young Man |
who, in his Youth, having drarnk his full Draught
of the World's vain ard deceivadle Pleafures, is
overiaken by them with fuch a dull Heavinefs 2na
Aftonithmeat, as Drunkards feel on the Morrow
after a Debauch, or Gluttons after a plentiful Feaft;
who are fo overprefled with the Exceffes of the
former Day, that the very Remembrance of it
creates a Loathing. And even he that has made
the flouteft Refiitacce, feels himfelf fo weary, and
fo braifed and broken with this continual Corfli&t,
that he is cither upon the Point to yield, or to cie,
-——Yet, this is all the Good, all the Contentment
of this Aourithitg Age, by Children fo earneftly
defired, ard by thofe, who have experienced i,
o heart:ly Jamented.
Should he arrive to the Siate of what is called
perfect Age, in which Men have no o'her Thoughts
but to purchife to themfelves Wifdom and Reft;
he 'will even then find, thac it is herein only per-
fet, bccaufe all Imperfe€tions of human Nature,
hidden before urder the Simplicity of Childhood,
or the Lightnefs of Youth, appear at tis Age in
Perfeflion, fpezking even of thofe that are efteem-
ed the wifeft and moft happy, in the Opinion of
the World; who dre continually purfued by, and
facrifice thzir Reft, Qu'et, and T.me to Avarice
and Ambition, as I will fhew you more at large,
on fome other O: afion. :
However, every Man ‘p:omifes himfelf great
Contentment in o/d Age; hopes then' to repofe
himfelf without further Care, and to keep himfel}
at Eafe in Health; but fuch a one too often de-
ceives himtelf  In.c/d Age there is-nothing but an
after Tafte of all the foregoing Evils; and moft
commonlya plentiful Harveft of a!l fuch Vices, as,
in the whole Courfe of their Life, bath held and
poficfled them. For here you have the Imbecillity.
and Weaknels of Infancy, and (which is. wotfe),
many Times accompanied with Aunthority: Yoo
are paid for the Excefs and Riot of your Youth,
with Gours, Palfies, and fuch like Difeafes, which
take fiom you Limb after Limb - with: Pain:and
TFormeht: . Here - you ‘are recompenfed for - the
Anzieties of Mind, the Watchings and (_nu‘o[
Manhood, with Lofs of: Sight,’ Lofy'of. Hearing,
aod of all :the Senfes, onc after- ahother, - except
orly the Senfe of Pain.’ ‘Death. feizes on eve
Part, 1o make fure df us,: 23 2 Bailiff doei of a
BadiPaymafier; that forfeits'bis Day “of Paynient.
Here: js nothing  in -us, \im'xt,;nczxnﬁbly.de'cll-:
ning, excepe:gar Vices, acd:they not only dive,

rces of his umrgly Paffiont whichy|
A z'@kitisheﬁoxﬁexmm'hh ;
. - ; it , = . {
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Fire ;
fometimes carries bim clear over a Rock, and at

that can make him chufe |

his Will,
his Vi

it; the
| ard this
Pleafures
thing to hope for:
ifh than the Child,

able any longer to live,
{ecing nothin
efpair.

I fhall not troub!
almoeft infi ite Evile,
are afl:@ed, as Lofs
nifhments,

them; one lamentin
ther for her Life:
high in Court,
are not hi
fo that i;
them in. And
World fhould*
he would fee
unhappy : Yet, perhaps,
happy by fome o her Ma

happy State, would be
that thoald come next.

in all the Goods that e
he hath fuffered to get

ther in a Moment
ing itfelf of the
full of Unhnppinelgs

but a foolith Simplicity ;
Manhood, a painful Care

Tears ; our Pleafures,

ed Vanities ;

had been but three Days in Poflefio

an urealy Languithing: Th

our Reft, Irquietude:
from Age to Age is but paffing from
and from the lefs unto the greater ; an
it is bt oce Wave driving on anot
-be driven into the Port or Haven of

yet is barying his Money, asif he had hopes (o
find ‘it again another Day,—~—The Arbitieas, in
provides for a pompous
ce to ‘triumph, even after
Child wifhes for.Youth, and the

ctched than the yo

he muft miferably

g rourd abeut him, but Matter of

¢ you with a long Roll of thefs
wherewith Men in all Ages
of Friends and Parents, Ba-
Exiles, Difgraces, and other Accidents,
common and ordinary .in the Werld ; one com-
plaining of lofirg his Children, another of having
g for his Wife’s Death, aro-
O..e finding Fault that he is 100
and cthers more often, that they
sh enough. The World is full of Evils,
weu'd require a World of Time to write
» if the moft happy Man in the
fet his Felicities againft each other,
Caufe enough to pronounce him(elf
he might be accounted

n; who, perhaps, if

fulnefs; and old- A

her, until
Death,

Funeral, making
his Death, The
old Man laments
yourg Man lives. i hopes of the future,
feels the Evil prefent, laments the falfe
raft, and fees for the Time to come no-
And the ¢/d Max is more fool-

in bewailing the Time he
cannot'reca’l, and remembers r.ot the Evil that he
fuffered in it; and more wr

Man, in that, after a vicious Life, ard not beirg

nof his repute

glad to yield it up to him
And he that thall corfider,
ver he hath had, the Evils
“them, and, havirg got
them, to retin and keep them (1 fpeak of Plea-
fures that may be kept, and not of thofe that wi-
) he will foon confefs, that keep.
reateft Felicity in this World is
avd Infelicity.
Therefore we may conclude, That Childhood is
Youth a vain Heat;

at our Plays are bat
Fevers of the Mind

3 our
Goods, Racks and ‘Torments ;

our Honours, gild-
That pafing
Byvil to Evil,

d that always

ung
die,
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Certainty of the Marria
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diametrically

nifh Maj

tannic Maje
perfuading his
‘his dear Daa

bat:in-defpita of-Nature grow ‘young/sgain. - The
mmu:ﬁ:l%m;hnh,'ou ‘Fmggid)lz ﬁ-n,. and
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:Branderibirg.” * The. accomm !
|[tween the Courts of Berlin and Hanover, is one
.| 'the pfin¢ipal Obje&s'af the

AMSTERDAM, Mayiy4
EOPLE here who are well acquainted with
public and politic Affairs, cow talk with Teat '
ge of his Dan:th Majefty, *
With a Princefs Sifter to the King'of Pruffia;'apd -
they affure us, that we fhall fhortly fee that Match
concluded. There are fome who difapprove of
this Alliance; jmagining thereby that "the Party of
Frasce will be too much ftrengthened ; bat thefe
may be polEbly be miftaken ; ficce :
now-a days, fee thefe kind of Alliances 10 have
little or po Irfuence upon the political Inerett of -
Princes, ‘as the Condu& of his Pclith Msjefty, E-
or of Saxony, proves, who has entered into a
Treaty of Subfidy with the Maritime Powers, tho® . -
roppofite to theViews of the Court
‘of Verfailles, ‘whofe ‘Heir apparent marsicd & - -
Daoghter of that Prince; fo that, thou'd his Da-
efty marry the Sifter, it would rot be a
neceflary. C’onfcqucucc, that he fhou'd: at the fame
‘Time efpoufe the Intereft of the Brother. Be that
however, as it will; it's pretenced that his Bri-
fty has been " greatly ipfiramental in
Son'in'Law to fapply, the Place of -
ghter,” by’ a Princefs-of the Houfe of -
; odating Matters ke -
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