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T\_IiU RS DASY{,.' March 26, 1755;

As the SMALL-POX bas been of late Years wery fre-
quest, axd is at all Times fo much dreaded, in the
American Colonies 3 the following Extrafls: cene
cerning Inoculation, with the feveral Objedions
againft the Praflice of it, and Anfwers in Fawvour
of it, may mot be thought undefervizg a Place in
this Paper,

From the-GENTLEMANR'S Macazing for Decem
ber, 1750.

Subflance of a Pamphlet intitled, The Cafe of re-
ceiving the Small- Pox by Inoculation impartial-
ly confider’d, efpecially in a religions View;
avrittes in 1725, &y Mr. David Some, of Har.
borough in Leicefterthire, azd publifp’d this Menth
&y Dr. Doddridge of' Northampton,

HA T the Small Pox is not fo fatal,

when received by Inoculation, as it is

in the nataral Way, is demonfirated ;

and the Difference afcertained, by Al

ebraical Calculation, to be as 60 to 1

in Favour ofiife; including the Chacce of never

having the Diftemper in the patural Way, andall
other Contingencies.

The Expediency therefore of Inoculation, asa
probable Means of preferving Life in general, can-
rot be doubted ; and the only remaining Qaczition
is, Whether with refpet to Individuals the volan
ary Rifque of Life, by receiving a Diftemper
which may be fatal, is lawful.

Obje&tiezs againfi the Lawwfulnefs of Inculation.
avith the Anfavers.

Objedtion 1. God is the Sovereign of Life, and
he can preferve us, though ‘I houfands fall on our
right Hand ard on our lett. P/al. xci. We ought
therefore folely to truft in the Wifdom of his Pro-
vidence. ’

Anfiver. We have no Reafon to expet extra.
ordinary Interpofitions of Providence in our Fa-
vour, if we negle® the moft likely Mecthods for
our Prefervation; of which there are but two, ei-
ther conftantly to keep out of the Way of Infeétion,
or to receive it by Inoculation. 'The firft is in
many Cafes impoffible; and therefore we have no
Right to depend upon the Care of Providence, but
'&thc Way of Inoculation, which jh this View

comes our Duty. Nor can we, by this Praftice,

be faid to bring a Diftemper upon ourfelyes, which
we might otherwifc never have had ;j but sather to
eradicate a Difeafe whick lies latent in the Body :
For if this is not the €afe, no -Etuption will be
produced by Inoculation ; nor any Inconvenicoce,
otber than a flight Uneafinefs, and a few Days
Confinement. 1 ;
- Okj. 2, ‘But, allowing it to be lawful for a Per-
fon ‘2o receive thé Small'Pax -by Inoculation, in
Confequence of. his own free Choice, :it does not
appear that Parents havea Right to-detetmine in
this Point for Children, who cannot judge for
themfelves.: - g e

Anf. ' ¥ Parents' do by their Children as they
would bg done by if:they were in. the fame Cir-
cumftarfces, they.cannot exceed the Bounds of pa-
ternil Aothorify ; but nothing-{hould bedent con-.
trary tjp the Jhclinations of thofe, who aré-of .fufii-
cient ‘Age to ‘know the'Nature and probable Con-
fequences of this Pra@ice. .. . e

O%f. 3. Inocalation therefore is not law(ul, be:
aufe itymay brinfothers into Danger.withoyx their
Knowhtp srfon whe bri is Di
spon bjim -or’,
be mdy fpread the Infefltiom. ".oo S0 - L0

cAnfl. A Perfon: who! regeives the Small:Pox by
& may inore ¢ifcQunally, prevent thd Com.
xunigiatioh of it to others,’ than he who, by:neg-.
ng Iyoculation, receives it in' the nataral Way ;
¢'hé may cither undergo the Operation ina
“whete the Diftemper already. prevails, or in
2 Hoofe ‘where sl but the Perfon inoculated have-

who fuffers himfelf to centinue ually liable to
this ' Diftemper, by not having been inoculated,
m:dy carry it into Places where it does not prevail,
and into a Family in which none bave had it, nor
can be prepared to reccive it before the Darger
approaches. R

O%. 4. But has not every Difeale it's Commif

fion from God? and can any Precaations of our
own prevent what he has determined ?
Anf. If this Argument proves any Thing, it
proyes too much ; for if, becaufe Death can come
neither fooner or later than God has appointed, no
human AQions can either lengthen or fhorten Life ;
it follows that I'may fafely ventnre upon Ioocula-
tion, .without any Enquiry into it’s natural Ten-
dcncl cither to preferve or to deftroy.

04, But though the Affent of our Reafon
be compelled by the Force of thefe Arguments in
Favour of lnoculation, yet when the Event is paft,
the Darger imminent, and Death approaching, is
it not probable that our Doubts will return, and
the Thought of having hurried ourfelves out of the
World, and brought Diftrefs upon our Family,
Frierds, and Dependents, fills our lat Moments
with Anxiety and Horror ?

Azf. Dying irdeed is a folemn Thing, and ¢
very Man fhould be careful to do notbing that may
increafe the Terror of that awful Event; but it the
preceding Arguments appear to be conclufive, he,
to whom Inoculation proves fatal, dies in the Ex-
ercifc of his Duty, and has laid the beit Founaa-
tion for peaceful Reflzétion: But he who fhall die
by the Smali Pox received in the natural Way,
after Convifion of the Expedicncy and Lawfulnefs
of Inocuiation, will certainly, and with Julice,
accufe himfelf of having contributed to his own
Pcu_h, and all the Diftreffes which follow to his
Survivors,

Dr. D:ddridze; in a Poftfeript to his Preface to
this Treatife, remarks, ¢ That it does not enter
*“ into that Part of the Queftion, how far the re-
¢ moter Confcquznces of Inoculation may affect the
« Health and Lives of thofe, who pafs througzh
“ the D ftemper without any immediate Detri-
““ ment; ' and exprefles a Defire to fee this Part
of the Queftion difcuficd by the Gentlemen of the
Facalty.

. Mr. Urban, "l Surrzy, Dec. 21, 1750°

"TPON reading The Cafe of Irecxiation, by

Mr. Sesme, and publithed on Account of the
Diitemper raging in fome Villages, I find Variety
of conclufive Arguments for the Pralice, but,
as it was written 23 Years firce, it ought furely to
have been poblifh'd fooner; for however ill the
People more Northward may judge in fo important
a:Quettion, ;we ¢f the Soath want no Inducement
to Inacnlation ; itds already fuficiently underitocd,
cven among.our Villagers.

Scveral Years ago a noble Perfon, near Gailferd
in Swrrey, cbferving the Terror of the Country
Peaple on Account of the Small Pox, allowed Mr.
Hosward, a{kilf.] Surgeon of that Place, the Sum
of 401. for every one that he fhould inocalate aad
atterd : Actordingly, he.always kept fome Pled.
gets tin@ured. with the Matter, in & fhallow Silver
Box, in' a. Bofdm Pocket; by which he readily
inoculated fevera), who having the. Diftemper very
happily, and becoming well -again, the Country
Peopls came every Market Day to.have the Ope<
rati v peaférmed, rthen went homey ‘kept them.

 feivies warny; . dnapk Wise Whey, aod in 8 Days

took the Diftemper ; and fo muclrSaccefs attended
 tire Pracrtoe; -ahae b was a common Apfwer to their
| Aequaintarice, 1oF: three or four- hurrying along
the Towd togethrer, that they werd gming to be
ocdlatid o) Sl

* This fhews, thar{f the Gen'lemerd!of tbe Faculty
. would. pablith their Readinefs to perfoim the Ope-
falon,~and give their Atiendance at a realonable

bidvitalready, and timely Notice may be given in

r’Price, or fome worthy Gentlemen would as above

the Neighboarhood of what is doing : Bat a Perfon |

defray the Charge, there is no Doubt fo advanta-
geous and rational a Propofal would be readily
accepted ; efpecially by the lower Ranks, as the
not haviog had the Small Pox often occafions their
lofing a good Place, that being generally the fult
Queftion afked of a Servant ofiering himlelf.

N. W,

From the Macaziye for Bay, 1750.

SRR Sterburn, May 10, 1750,

EADING in your lalt the Remarks o2

Inoculation, is the Occafion of my defirinz
tee Favour of you to publifh my Thoughts on ¢t
fame Subjet. Without any Skill in Phyfic or
Surgery, I ventured to inoculate five of my own
Family ; which had a very happy Effe&. This
Succefs, ard the well attelted Accounts which I
have had trcm others, make me wifth that Irocu-
lation was brought irto a general Praftice; which
I believe it would have been long fince, if it had
not been difgraced by the fcandalous Negligence of
fome Operators. I have known a very eminent
Inoculator dire&t fome young Ladies, who dcfired
to be inoculated, to attend him at the Town where
he lived, which was very large, and full of the
Small Pox; he there inocuiated them as foon as
they came from a long fatiguing Journey, Ifuppofe
in the fame Drcfs in which he received the irfec-
tious Matter, and then lodged tnem in a Houle
which had teen a Lagzarette for the Diltemper,
The Succefs was arfweratle to his Care, {ime:hing
worfe than Chance Medley.

Some, wko pratice Ir.oculation, th'nk they are
very careful if they excharge their upper Garment
after receiving the infe&ing Matter ; 1 think even
fhitting the whole Drefs 15 not fufiicient Caution :
As Infeftion is drawn in with the Breath, why may
it rot be returned by Refpiration, as retained in
tbe Pores? fince we find, if the Skin is touched
with Oil of Amber, or firong Perfume, it will long
retain the Smell. ]

The good Succefs of Incculation chiefly depends
on the Care that is t:ken to prevent a double In-
fection, which requires more Caution than I have
ever krown pradtis’d ; bu I thirk, ir a Ccfe whe e
Life, and perhaps the Happinets of a Family, are
at Stake, ro Care fhoulu be regle€ted. The in-
{feQicur Effiuvia of thc Difcale are very fubde,
may be lcng retained, and eafily conveyed toa
great Diftanct, 1 hare koown the Infetticn re-

taired in Becs more than a Year, and conveyed'

many Miles in Cloatks and dry Geods, acd brought
a great D.flance by Dogs ard Cats coming from
infe@ed Heufes. I knew feveral Perfons infeéted
at the fame Icftant of Time, by the burning fome
infeétious Matter; tho’ onc of thofe was in the

reen Field, a Quarter of a Mile diftant frem the

oufe where it was bornt. I think it reafonable
to believe, that Infe&tion may be conveyed in the
Air, as far as any Matter can affeét the Senfe of
Smelling.

Such Inftances as thefe fhew, that any one, who
has been near any Place where the Difeafe i¢, can-
not be certain tha: he is not infeéted ; and it there
fhould be a Pre-Infe€tion, Iroculation wouid then
be an Injary inftead of an Advantage, by raiﬁnf a
Complication of Difeafes. There have been In
fiances of thofe, who at the fame Time have had
both tbe diftin& and coufluent Kird, ore by Ino-
colation, the other by the common Infection;
which Cafes have always proved dangerous. 1
therefore advife every one, who has been where
there was a Peflibility of InfeQion, to perform a
Quarentine in a Flaco free from all Danger. of In-
fection. If any qne, in order to fuch Quarentine,
removes from his ufual Abode, let it not be fo far
as to occafion any confiderable Alteration in the
Air; perhaps to exchange a foggy Air fora ferene,
or 2 ferene for a foggy, may be equally improper.

.1 fhall leave it to the Phyfician to dire& thece-
Preparation; 1 have known Tar.water u-

fed (and thought to be very advantageous), long
Before

aNumb_aé i
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