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HAT ¢ Peitioners, together: with

I feveral o’:l::r Gentlemen, ftood Candidates
at the laft General Ele®ion of Burgefles, to ferve
in your Honourable Houfe as Reprefentatives
of Baltimsre County : That the Shenff of Ba/-
timere County, on Receipt of the Writs of E-
le&ion for the faid County, on the twenty-tinth
Day of O&ebir laft, uUcd a Court, to caufe
Proclamation to be made, to give Notice to the
* Freeholders of the faid County of the Time of
the faid Ele@ion; and at the faid Court, the
Ele&ion was appointed by the Sheriff to be on
the Eighth Day of Nevemter then next foilowing.

 And your Petitispers furtber [oew,

“ That #riiiam Govane, one of the Gentlemen
who ilood a Canaidate at the faid then enfuing
Ek&ion, in Order to procure himfelf, and other
Gentlemen who promoted his Intereft in the faid
Ele&ion, chofen, after the Proclamation mace
by the Sheriff to give Notice of the faid Elcéti
on, and fome Days befcre the Time appointed
for the faid Election, gave, or caufed to be
given, great Quantiies of Rum, Punch, and
other ftrong L quors, to the Pecple in feveral
Parts of the faid County, in Order to fecure the
Votes of the faid People, for himfe!f ard his
Friends, at the f{iid Eleflion; and when the
faid People were warmed and intoxicated with
ftrong Liquors, engaged their, Promifes to vote
for him the faid Govane, and his Friencs at the
faid Elc&ion.

¥ dnd yonr Petitioners further e,
¢ That the faid #%'/iam Govare, the better to
hold the Pecopie to their Promifes, procured by
the Liquor given them as aforefaid, o5 the Day
of the E cttion procured great Quactities of
Rum and Punch, and other ftrong Liquors to
be lodged in the Way of the People to the faid
Eleétion, ard gave the fame to the Pecple ; and
at the Court Houle, before the Ele&ior, and at
the taking the Poll, procured fo much ftrong
Liquor to be given to the People, that many. of

* them were made drunk, and not capable of
giving the r Votes with Prudence arnd Difcretion,
or agreeably to what they would have doae had
they been fober.

 And your Petitiontrs further fbew,
« That the faid Sheriff, at the Time of taking
the Poll at the Eleétion, finding the People very
obftrepercus and violent, was cbliged feveral
‘f imes to adjourn the Poll, which greatly delay-
ed the EKledtion; and atter the faid feveral Ad-
journments, the faid Sheriff caufed the Poll to

e opened again, and then fhut the Court- Houfe
Doors, and caufed the fame to be fhut near two
Hours, and thereby kept out feveral of your
Petitioners and their Friencs; by Means where-
of, feveral of your Petitioners Friends were pre-
veated from going to vote, and your Petitioners
were prevented from objeQing to the Votes of
feveral urqualiied Voters, who polled at the
faid EleQion againft your Petitione.s.

& Axd your Petitioners further jbew,
¢t That there was only one Clerk whbo kept the
Po'ls at the fais Ele&ion, which faid Clerk was
not fworn, as by Law he ought to have been ;
and your Petitioners have the greaier Reafon to
cobje&t againft the faid Eleftion, for want of the
faid Clerk’s being fworn, as feveral Perfons,
¢ who bave declared fince that they voted for
your Petitioner:, or fome of them, are fet down
upon the Poll to other Candidates, and not'to
your Petitioners, >

; “ And your Petitioners further foe,

»+ « Thit the faid Eleftion being greatly delayed,
by Meaus of the feveral Adjonrnments; ‘and the
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1be ended that (

* fhapld-asjourn- the.:Poll 1l the next Dayyion
*s. which: Promif@ of 'thé :Sheriff} yous Petitioners
{4 :and theirFriends relyiog, your Petitioners Friends,
One Hundred-and upwards,
went out of Town, with aa Intention to return
and give the'r Votes. the next Morming ; and
did Emﬂy the next Day return, in Order to
give their Votesafor your Petitioners; but the
faid Sheriff;- contraty to his Promife to your Pe-
titioners and their Friends, to continue the Poll
*(l the next Day, clofed the'faid\Pofl at Ten of
the Clock the fame Night, when half the Free
Voters of the faid County had not polled ; and
declared he faid #illiam Govane, Thomas Frank-
lin, Lioyd Bucbanan, and Charles Ridgely, Gen-
tlemen, auly Eleted Burgefles for the faid
County ; ans, as your Petitioners conceive, very
Llegally.

¢ Yoxr Putstiomers therefere bumbly pray yoar
¢ Honcurs awill be pleafed to take the Premiffes
under your Confideration, and that your Pe-
titicaers may be aliewed Summons for their
Witnefles, te make the feveral Fals, before
Jet foret, appewr, 224 that the [aid EleBion
may be dalrrcd 2void, and that a new E-
le@icn may be erdered for the [aid County;
or that fuch other Relitf may be given in
the Premiffes, as to your Hesours feem meet.
¢ And your Petitioners (hall pray, &,
‘ Jonn Paca,
“ Warter ToLry,
“ W SmiTs,
““ JouN MATTHEWS,
Dec, 14, 1731,
A true Copy frem the Original Petition,
¢ Teft. M. Macxsnara, Cl Lo. Ho.

HEREAS, I am the Perfon who, at the

Inftigation and Requeft of the Candidates,
at the Ele@ion mentioned 1n the above Petition,
was appointed to take the Polls, without being
fworn; I think it would be doing great Injuftice
to the Sheriff of this County, as well as myfelf and
Family, was I not to vindicate his and my own
Charaéter in as public 2 Maoner as it has been at-
tacked ; the Small Pox having prevented me from
doing it, as an Evidence, betore the Honourable
the Lower Houfe of Affemb!y, when the above
Petition was heard. :

In Order to which, I fhall briefly oblerve, that
where one Man endeavours to prove another a
Scoundrel, he ought to be extremely careful, that
a Relation of any Part of his own Condu& will
not make op a proper Definition for the Word
Scoundrel. Whether the Gentleman; here parti-
cularly pointed at, has obferved this neceflary Cau-
tion, I fhall leave to the impartial World to judge,
after having related a Fa&, as it was communica-
ted to me by a Gentleman who was very lately firft
named in the Commiffion of the Peace for this
County ; ©iz. That at an Ele&ion' of Delegates
held fome Yearsago in this Couaty, whereat Mr.,
Roger Mattbiws and Mr. Charles Ridgely, with o-
ther Gentlemen, ftood Candidates, ‘Mr. Ridgely
had ten or twelve Votes more than Mr, Mattbewws ;
but that Mr. Fobn Paca (who was concerned in ta-
king or adding up the Polls), in Combination with
fome others, by mifplacing, or mifcattigg ap; the
Votes {or perhaps by riot rightly nnderflandiog the
Rale of Addition), ‘fo ordered  it, ,'that Mr. Ma:-
thews was declared ddly ele@ed, ' -

. YU NJSRuzxton Gar.
The Dxrositiow of Nickelas Ruxton Gay, of Bal-
timore County, aged upwards of 30 Years; who
being {worm upor the Holy Evangels of ‘Almigh-
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imagines) fiom the pleafing Profped. of fending Gen-
tlenien of Capacity axd Fortiine, from that £¢ﬂfu,
to reprefent thimg, e
THAT the Candidates (ai well thefe Petition:

¢rs as others) Agreed to bawe the Ccy'rl-,boyf clear-
ed, arnd the Doors fbut, and bo Lt im the Foters by

T HAT the faid Candidates (as well thofe Petitio.
ners as others) did agreg, in the Height of the Elec-
tion, 2o retire to a Public Houfe, axd. tbsre to bonti.
#ue, avhilfl the Ele@ion fhould be carritd en in Pre.
Jence of fame Friend or Friends to each Party: That
the faid Candidates retired accordingly, and avere
abfent fome Time; and that this Expedient «vas pro-
pefed by the Shuriff; and agreed to, to prcoent fom
particular Candidates (appofite to the Petitioners ar
their Interefls) from'influencing the People By thiir
Prefinee er Bebaviesr, :

Jout conld not exceed three Quarters of an Hour, if
Jo much; and that during the Time faid Dioer coati.
nued fo fout, the Officers or Prople tbercat~made no
Diftin&ion (as this Depenent faw ) in admitting is
or out any particxlar Candidate, or Perfonm, avbatfo-
tver ; ner did the Sheriff mer bimfelf make any, iz

nother.

beriff tell the Petitioners, or a

Soould if poffible be emded that Night : Except avhn
the Crewdisg of the People prewented this.
[from «writing deawn the Potes; at avbich Times fail

the Court *t1] next Day, or keep them there a Fort-
night, or Words to that Effe&. Azd.that every k-
lectien beld in Baltimore County for thefe eight o
nine Years paft, or taere, bas i'm begun c'ij'uld
in the fame Day. 2 it

avent out of Toxvn the Ewening of the Ele&ion avith
ent wating, but wirily believes the awbole Number o
1hofe awho fo avent ent, could mot amount to any this
like ba/{ the Number [t forth in the Petitien; axl
that _thofe People lived in differens Pﬂtl‘ﬂh
Couzty, and as likely to vote for the sther Gandidats
as the ' Petitioxers, e e £ TP

THAT this Dipenent continued inToevn &ll tht
a:xt Day after faid EleGion, and funw thePesple acht
case into Towsn that Day, and avhe bad zet pell
ever Nigh 3 that be rdl‘t,d ‘to many of ibfwll-
axd is pofitive azd wery fare their Number =t
exceed tauenty at ot And shat the Sheriff én ol
Refpells, during the «wbole EleBion, proceeded (i

~this-Depenext’s Judgment ) . anith-2bs utmof Contist

azd Impartiality. .
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Sworn to this 10th Day of Febraary, 1752; be-
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THAT the Time the Conrt Henfe Doer conlisihed |

taking the Potes for oxe Candidate foonsr thaz a- |8

T H AT be tkisDeponent avas never out of the She. |
riff*s Company or Hearing, from the firft Beginnizg 500
of faid Ele&ion til it ended; but mever keard faid 55
otber Perfony that |8
JSaid EleQion (beuld be continned 'tid next Day, bat, i
on the contrary, beard kbim tell feviral Pesple, it

Sheriff wwould tell them, if they avonld mot give bin
Room to go ex awith bis Bufinefi, be avould adjoursf

T HAT bé this Deponent is fure feveral Pecphfs
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