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“THURSDAY,

Fonmary 16; 1752,

An ACCOUNT of the Anocando,

a monfirous Species of Serpent 1

. the Eaft-Indies, and the Man{te}g
-of iv’s feizing and managing vlf;f Fire- Arms at him,

In a LerTer from an Esglis Gentleman to his
Friend, many Years refident there.

§ IR,

H A V E read, with great Pleafure, the Ac-

* counts you have occafianally given me of the
more wonderful Sorts of Animals, and their
Properties, your late Account of the River.
Horfe T have had the more Pleafure in, as I

have feen many of the Creatures in Ceylos®, and
find your Account accurate and juft. Your late Re-
lation of the Manner of the Ratt/e- Snate’s charm.

ing it's Prey, gave me no lefs Satisfation. Thefe-

may feem firange to thofe, ‘who have feen no Part
of the World but that ‘they were born in; but to
the Traveller they are in a Manner familiar, I
have an Account to give you here, however, to
which all that might appear moft ttrange in your
Relations will feem natural, and fuch a one as I
know muft ftartle even you: But be affured, Sir,
1 (hall aggravate no Circumftance, but relate mere
ly what myfelf and more than a hundred others
faw, and gazed at for two whole Days together.—
Ard to cut fhort my Preface, let me enter upon
the Story. .

Some Years fince, the Commands of my Direc
tors carrying me to Ceylen, to tranfa&t an Affair of
no littie Confequence, I had an Apartment prepa-
red for me on the Skirts of the principal Town,
facing the Woods; at fome Diftance from my Win-
dow there was a rifing Ground, on which ftood
three or four very lar%e Palm T'rees, that afforded
me every Morning as I lay in Bed a delightful Pro
fpe€t. One Morning, as.[ was looking at thefe, I
fgw, as I thodght, a largé Aim of one of them in
firange Commotions, ing and twifting about,
tho' there was no Wind, and often friking on the
Earth then raifing it again, and lofing itamong the
Leaves. I was gazing at this with great Amaze-
ment, when a Coylonefe cominiin, _begged him
to look and wonder with me;. he look’d, bSir, and
was much more amazed and terrified than I: In
thort a Palenefs overfpread his whole Face, and he
feemed almoft finking to the Earth with Terror.
He conjur’d me to bar up all my Doors ; then told
me, that what appeared an Arm of a Tree to me,
was in. Reality a Serpent of that monfirous Size,

“diverting itlelf there with it’s various Commotions,

and now and then darting down to the Earth for
Prey: I foon foudd out the Truth of what he told
me, and looking more nearly, faw it feize a fmall
Animal before' me, and take it up into the Tree.
Enquiring after this Miracle, the Ces/onefe told me,
that the Wonder was only that the Creature was
{o near us, for-that it was a Serpent. but too well
known on the Ifland ; but that it afuaily kept in

the inland Parts and Woods, where it often drop-

ped down from the Covert of a large Tree, acd
devoured a Traveller alive. <A Relation- fo firange
as this could never hive gained. Credit with me,
but that I plainly faw before my Eyes a Creature,
from it’s Size, capable of doing more than was re

lated. The. Monfter,  Sir, - continued diverting
himfelf, till we afflembled a Bedy of twelve of us,

® An Jflazd of AGa, in the Indian Sea, mear the
Cape of Comon,' on this Side the River Ganges: It
is 100 Leagues long from N.t0S. and 60 broad from
E. to W. “Thé maritime Parts belong to the Dutch,

.and the Jfland: is fituated betoween the 6th and 10th

Degrees of- North Latitade, and about 97 Degrees
g qlo@gil'{ : Eaft ﬁm*l’,ondqn. The " principal
[mﬂiic A ;‘_,'..:‘ . e

-,
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!oxian,ﬂo:feback well arm’'d to deflroy-him.
We rode up toward the Place in a Body ; but, nét
o expofe ourfelves to’ unneceflary Dangers, we
furrounded the Ground, and rcde behind a clofe
Thicket, from whence we might urfeen level our
1t was by this Time the Heat
of the Day ; ‘and when we arrived there, we found
him fo much larger than we had conceived, that
we all withed ourfelves fafe at home again; and it
was a long Time before any Body dared fire a .
Gun. We had now Time to obferve the Creature,
and believe me, Sir, all -the Defcriptions of Mon-

Truth of what we faw in him" " The, Ceylornefz sl
agreed he was much larger than any they had ever
feen ; and fuch a Mixture of Horror and of Beauty
together, no Eye but that which faw it can con.
ceive.” The Crcature, Sir, was more than as thick
as a flender Man’s Waift, yet feemed far from fat,
and very long in Proportion to his Thicknefs; of-
ten hanging himfelf by the Tail from the higheft
Boughs of the Tree, and reaching the Ground with
his Head. He was furprizingly agile and nimble,
and was now diverting himfelf in the Heat of the
Day with a thoufand Gambols rourd the Branches
of the Tree, and fometimes would come down and
twift his Tail round the Bottom of the Trunk,
throwing himfelf to his whole Length all round it.
Tn the midft of one of thefe Gambols, we were fur-

rized to fee him get up in hafte into the Tree;
gut the Caufe foon appeared; a fmall Animal of
the Fox Kind, bat noz like our Zzglyh Foxes, co-
ming immediatcly after it, the Serpent had feen
him comicg, and tuok this Way to be prepared
for him. He darted down upon the unwary Crea
ture from the Tree, and fuck'd him in in a few
‘Minutes, then lick'd his Chops with a broad dou-
ble Tcngue of a blackifh Colour, and laid himfelf
at’bis Eafe"at Length upon the Ground, but with
his Tail flill twifted rourd the Tree. In this Po.
fture I had Leifure with Herror, yet with Admira.
tion, to behold him. He was covered all over
with Scales like thofe of a Crocodile, all ridged
up in the middle; his Head was green, with a vaft
bﬁck Spot in the middle, and ycllow Streaks
round the Jaws; he had a yellow Citcle Lke a
golden Coliar round his Neck, and bebhind that a-
nother great Spot of Black. . His Sides were of a
dufky Olive Colour, and his Back more beautiful
than can be well imagined; there ran down the
middle of it a broad Chain of Black, curled and
waved at the Edges ; round this there runs all the
Way a narrow one of Fleth Colod¥, and on the
Outfide of that a very broad one of a bright Yel.
low, not flrait like a Ribbon, but waved and carl-
ed in various Inflc@ions, and fpotted all over at.
{mall Diflances with great round and long Blotches
of a perfe&t Blood Colour; his Head was very flat,
bat .extremely broad, and bis Eyes. manftroufly
large, snd very:bright and terrible.

‘I'hefe, Sir, were his Colours as he lay fill, bue
when he moved about in the Sua he was a thoufand
Times more beautiful ; the Colours, according to
the feveral Shades of the Light, prefenting the Eye
with a vaft Variety of Mixtures, and in many Pla-
-ces looking like our changeable Colours in Stk.
We now 2imed all our Pieces at him as he lay,
| and firea at his Head all at the fame Inftant; but
whether he accidentally moved juft av that Time,
or our, Fears made us take bad Sight, or whatever
-elfe might be the Caufe, we either miffed him or
never hurt him ; in fhort, he took no fort of No-
.tice of it, and after 'u Council of: War, we all a-

reed to make no farther Attempt apon him at that
ime, but to go bome, aad retorn with a fronger
Party the next Day. e : s
.. The Ceplencfe fecmed to know the Creature well,
they-call it dnocands, and talkéd of eating it’s Flefh
when they caught it, as thty had po fmall Hopes
of this; for they fay,: when one of thefe Creatures
choofes a Tree for his Dwelling, he {cldom quits it
.of a Jong Time. 1 cetained ‘my Company of Cey.
lenefe to dine with ‘me, ~and the Afternoon: was

flers of this Kind; hitherto given, are Trifles to the'y -
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‘other -of the' Company had feen' in this Sort: of
Monfters : "I fhort, they told a thoufand Things
that far outwent my Credulity ; but I amtoinform
‘you,  that What we faw the following Day as much
‘exceeded all they had told me, as what they told
“feemed tq exceed Truth and Probability, It feems
the conftant Cuftom of this Creature ‘to lay wait
for it’s Prey,. is by hiding ‘in the Boughs of large
Trees, whence it, unfulpefted, drops .upon the

mull relate to yod at large. B
-The next ‘Morning, Sy, we affembled to the
Number of more than a hondred at the old Thick-
ct, where we had the Pleafure (if I dare call it fo)
to fi~d our Eremy ftill at his old Poft; he feem=d
very fierce and very hungry this Morning, and we
foon faw the am:zing Effe@s of it. There ae
great Plenty of Tygers, you mutt know, Sir, in
that Courtry : One of thefe, of a monfrous Size,
rot lower than a common Heifer, as he went a-
long, came at length under our Serpent’s Tree;
in 2 Moment we heard a dreadful Ruflling in the
Tree, and fwift as Thought, the Serpent diopp’d
upon him, feizing him acrofs the Back, a little be-
low the Shoulders, with his herrible Mouth and
taking in a Piece of the Back bigger than 2 Man's
Head ; the Creature roared wiih Agony, ard to
our unfpeakable Terror, was running wita his E-
nemy towards us; his Courfe however was foon
flopped, for the nimble Adverfary winding his Bo-
dy three or four Tim:s roard the Body of his Prey,
girted him {o violently that he foon feil cowa in
Agony. The Moment the Serpent had fixed his
Folds, he let go the Back of the Crearure, and ri-
fing and twining round his Head, opened it’s hor-
rid Mouth to it’s full Ex:ent, and feized the whole
Face of the Tyger in i, biting and grindicg- him
in a moft horrid Manner, ana at once cheaking
him and tcaring him to Picces. The Tyger rear-
~ed up again on this, a:d Words are too pocr to
paint his feeming Agony; he wreathed arnd toffed
about, but all in vain; the Enemy wherever ke
went was with him, and his hollow Roaring with-
in the Deftroyes’s Mouth was dreadful beyond Ex.
preflion.

I was for firing on the €reatare in this S.ate,
but they all declared againft it; they told me they
knew his Cuftoms fo well, that they were now ve-
ry fure of him without ary Trouble or Hzzard, if
they le: him alone, but if they difturbed him in
this Condition, he would be fo outragious that fe-
veral of our Lives would affuredly pay the Forfeit,
They feemed to know fo well what they were a-
bout, that I readily acquiefced. Several of us
fpent the whole Day, Sir, in obferving this firange
Sight; and furely the Agonies of the Tyger were
beyond all that can be conceived, and his Death
more horrid than a tkoufand other Deaths with all
their Tortures put together.

The Tyger was a very ftirong and frerce €rez-
tore, and tuo’ unable to hurt or getrid of it’s e1w-
el Enemy, yet gave him a World of Trouble; a
hundred Times wou'd he rcar up and run a little
Way, but foon fell down again, partly opprefled
by the Weight, and partly by the Folds and wrea-
thed Twifts of the Serpent round his‘Body ; bat
tho’ he fell, he was far from being corquered, or
at all manageable. After fome Hours, he feemed
much fpeat, and lay as if deid; and the Serpent,
who had many Times giried‘himfelf violently.
round him, attempting to break‘his;Bones, but in
vain, now let go his glofii » and twjfting his Tail
only round the Tyges’s Neck, who+vas now in ro
Condition either 10 refift or efcapz; g mide ro-
wards the Tree, dragging wijh-{ome ) thE
Vi&im after him. Now appeared’ the doublei¥(e -
of the Tree to the Creature : Nature it fecaidam:
forms this Animal, that tho’ it can conqucy!
large Creatures as thefe, _it can by no Mty
vour them as they are, fipce'their Bodies aie
thick for his Swallow, and-thgrefore he maft 5
their Booes, and reduce them to a* foft Mals, bes

. fpsat.in relatiog the amazing Things which one or

fore he can mpnage them.  This he ufually do

-

wretched Creature, which is feized .before it fgts__‘
it’s Bnemy.——But the Inftance we faw of thi%J/ L




