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THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT

THE GRAND CELEBRATION THURSDAY

A DAY OF JUBILEE
IMMENSE AND BRILLIANT PROCESSION

A MOST MAGNIFICENT DISPLAY

CROWDED STREETS AND SIDEWALKS

THE OUTBURST OF ENTHUSIASM

DISPLAYS IN THE LINE OF MARCH,

THE RATIFICATION MASS MEETING

ELOQUENT SPEECHES—WELCOME SENTIMENTS

The Great Jubilee Thursday
Two centuries have elapsed since the first colored
man wa? landed on the shores of Maryland and from
then until now there has been no such gala day
among the race as thie—the celebration of the legis-
lative enactment which has made them the equal

politically, of all men Zhe Ameriwcen has detailed,

from day to day the preparations which were being

made for this grand jubilee of the enfranchised race— |

how 1t was to be & celebration in which all might join
and unlie 1 public rejoicings over the great changes
in their condition These expectations have been
fulfilled to their utmost extent and thd colored people
yesterday had & ratification celebration not excelled
by any other that has taken place elsewhere, and one
to which all can look back with pride and pleasure
Since onr war worn veterans came marching home,
with the green Jaurels of victory upon their sun
burned brows Baltimore has not witnessed so grand
& pageant BB yesterday wound its way through our
streets Vast and magoificent in its appointments,
gorgeoug in its dccorations, and noble inite pur
poses it will lopg be remembered as an events
in the history of the city an event the mention of
which 1o after years will call up nonc but pleasing
recollections
It was well that Baltimore should be selected as
the ¢ ty in which the enfranchised people of the na
tron ghould celebrate the great jubilee of freedom
Other citice have had thelr processions andrejoicings,
but by common concent the task of making the
grand demonstration which shonld give expre _ion
to the gratitude and the joy of the whole of the col
ored people of he whole nation was awarded to
Baltimore Gladly was the high honor aceepted and
nobly d:d our people come wp to the fnll measare of
expec.ation which their fellow countrymen put npon
tLem It was an updertaking which 1nvolved both
labor, expenge and responsibihty but the patriotism
and Diberahty of those to whom the duty wae en
trusted were equal to the demandes upon hoth
} THE BCENE
Not less than ten thousand colored people were in
the march and ten thousabpd more hned the side-
I walks Every clase and condition was represented-—
old men worn out by the to1l of many years of servi
tnde, young men whese carly manhood was saved
from degradation by tbe edicts of Freedom and a
great army of boys and girls 1n whose lives the auc
tion block will not be a hidcous reminiscence The
great deliverance came before they knew or under
stood anything about the condition from which they
were saved In all this mighty throng there were but
few digorderly or drunken persous On the thoussna
banners that were borne along there was not ome 1n
scription that could wound the feelings of friend or
foe There wasnot even any direct allusion to the
injustice and the opprensions of the past
THE ASRSEMBLING IN BROADWAY
The spacious avenue of Broadway between Balti
more street and Eastern avenue and the side
streetg debonching on the east and west were the
jocalities selected for the formation of the grand
column Eatly inthe mornming the ndeof traveliurned
Broadwaywards, and by ter o clock there were fuily
twenty thousand people in that vicimiy The side
walks were crowded with people, door stens and win
dowa were thronged with spectators, the majority
colored persons, but the other race were also out in

great numbers  The best of spirit seemed to prevail
and there was ne bad feeling exhibited

The various commands and associations eommenced
to arrive about nine o clock and form into Divisions
according to the programme _They were of all
characters 1nnniforms of a hundred different colors
and devices, and bearing banners transparencies and
mottoes in endless namber The scene was lively
and inspiring 1n the highest degree Bodies of men
were marching and countermarching on the broad
avenne the contrast of colors in their uniforms
blending and chanimg constantly in a kaleidoscopic
panorama over them banners waved in the soft
sammerfalr and the ringing music of a dozen bands
added another inepinting eftect Marshals and As
siggant Marshale galloped backward and forward and
graduallv the hcoterogeneous mase began to assume
order and shape .
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VIiUTE BUU PLApY .
THE WEATHER
The day was all that could be desired In the
moraing the gky was overcast but the cloude soon
clerred away, and throughout the whole afternoon
there was a elear sky and a cool hreeze At an early
hoar the difterent organizations were in motion
marghing to the place of forming inthe eéastern part
of the city The Divisions formed on Broadway and
then marched over the ronte as laid down 1’£ the
programme
The Procession
Platdon of Police
Detachment of Stafk Officers Mounted
A Wagon Draped in Bunting, on which was mounted
a large bell which wae rung &8 the procession
moved along Above the bell nasa
banner with the inscription—
¢ Ring out the oid
Ring inthe new
Riug out the false
Ring in the true
Twenty carriages coataining Distinguished Guests
The following named gentlemen were among those
1y the carriages
No 1—C C Fulton Samuel M Evans, Wm J Al
bert snd H Masvnard
No 2—Frederick Douglass J S Martm H J
Brown Master of Cercmonics George Myers Chair
man Execuulve Committee
No 3—General W B dtohes General Heath Hon
John L Thoma# Jr and Rey Mr Ware
No 4—John M Langston, Dean of Howard Univer
sity and Professor of Law Rev H H Webb It ac
Myers Chairman of Mase Meeting Colonel A Ward
Hagdy of Exccutive Commattce
No 5—W E Matthews Secretary of Mass Meeting
Collins Cruso John T Johnson and Senator Steven

I son of Vir inia

No 6—A Stirhng Jr I L Bond Geo C Maand
snlg General A E King
o "—Wiham T Henderson W H Shipley Mr
Shecklus and E Y Goldsborough Uaited States
Marshal
No 8—Alexander Frlton, Edington Fulton, Robert
M Proud and John McGarigle
Following these were carnages oontaining the
geveral Committees of Arrangement
Rismg Sun Commandery of the Knights Templar,
a splendid corps of mien in the fgll
regalia of the Order
Excelsior Cornet Band from Philadelphia
Compsany A Lincoln Zouaves 1n uniform ard armed,
Lieutenapt A G Carroll, commandiny
Company B_Lincolp Zouaves, in uniform and armed
Captain Thomas commanding
Oaskmen Irvincibles in uniform aad armed, Cap.sin
John H Miller commanding
Marshal in Chief
Colone] Williem U Saunders
Right Ai@ Hiram Watty Left Ald Capt R M Piper
Chief of Staff
Captain Isidore D Ollver
Si~nal Officer
Daniel K Jackson
Two hundred Staff OMcers, wearing sashes and re
Eana snd finely mountced
Bond Loyal Geards 8 monnted cavalry company
Draymen and Carters of the West End a large as
sociation mounted
Barouche containing men::)ters of the Executive Com
mittee
Metropolitan Hook and Ladder Company (Washing
ton) The uniform of this fine company was
black pantaloons, red ehirteand giazed
bate  They had with them in line
one of their hose carriages

First Divisions

Colonel Greenbury D Martir, Divigion Marshal
Right A1d Adam V‘l’arnelzt\lh1 Left Aid, John I Pratt
)

Y

£ amnel Murray  Alexander Allen, William Davis
Jacob A Seaton William Chester, Johs Tubman
Jos Cocper Jr John F White  lsalab Fowler,
Jobn W Banhe Thomas Chester, Isaiab Cooper
Boyers Band
Humane Lodge No 1411, Odd Fellows nthe fall
regalia of the Order and carrying
the emblems
Mcount Nebo Lodge, No 1366, 0dd Fellows 1n full

regalia
Mannpaseah Lodge No 1214, 0dd Fellows 1n full

r&ga]m
Mount Lebanon Lodge No 11‘,866 0Odd Fellows, 1n full
regalia

The 0dd Fellows were a very Important feature of
thc procession and made an imposing appearance
Mount Lebanop Lodge Independent Order of Good

Samariting— ner with inscription
Love Purity and Trath
Western Chapel Lodoe Independent Order of Good
~amaritang
Carrdage containing Past Grand Masters of the
Independent Order Good Samaritans
William W Davis Lodge, No 714 044 Fellows
Crystal Fount Lodge o 10681 0dd Fellows
Meorning Star of the East Club
Banner with picture of SBenator Revels shaking bands
with the Goddess of Liben!
YLive Oak Club headed by Washington Band

The members of this Associatton wore gray shirts
and black pantaloons ana carried with them the em
hlem= ot the craft
“1 rumphant, * & ful) rigged ship on wheels, manned

by four eailors and nine boys
Barouches containing the officers of the Club
Caulkers Trade Union Societv
Banner with necription ‘‘Manifestation of gratitude
to our friends ™

Saflors from the United Biates Revenume Cutter

Northener ’ in sailors’ blne
Independent Pioneer Corps

From Fifth ward,Washington Uniform—red shirts

BHlack pantaloons and white ggoves armed with axes
“Wise Men of the East,”

A& beneficiary Aseociation  with a banner bearing
the mnscription, * Where is He that was born Kine of
the Jews, for we have seen His star in the East and
have come to worship Him

East Baltimore Laborers’ Association

In the regalia of the Order with banwer and motto,

1 emperance exalteth LY Anution s

e Aot oder 2o Domalia
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Brickmakers Aid Soctety, in Regalia
Baltimore Colored Journ en Brickmakers’
Association AuxliaryNo 1
L mform—Black pantaloons and yellow shirts, with
badges and decorations
Barouche contaiping the Directorp of the Chesapeake
and Marine Railway and Dry Dock

Company
Barouche containing S8econd Ward Committee
of Arrrangements
Barouche coutsining 7Third Ward
RExecutive Committee
Good Will Association, Second Ward
Headed bv the Independent Drum Corps No 1,
In gray uniform
Vi agon draped in bunting with a revolving globe and
banner bearing the mnseription Time from '61 to
*0—Roll on Good Will, Roll on **

Banner with portrait of Lincoln and the famous quo
tation from his last maugural— With malice to
wards nope with charity for all *

Sailors Beneficlal bociety
Uniforms—Black suitgand glazed caps  Blue velvet
regahia and collars with lace and the emblems
of ihe SBociety
Seventh Regiment Cormet Band
Filth Ward Sumper and Wilson Club
Boye in white ehirt« blue pante and white caps
Wagon on which was monnted a mimature temple of

Iiberty with a goddess sitting under the csnopy,
draped m the Star gpangled Banner ’ Four boys
were stationed at the pillars of the templé support-
ing the goddess  On each side was a pottrait of
Lincoln with motto Our Liberator’
W agons drapcd 1n bunting and trimmed with ever
greene containing girls dressed 1 white
and carrying small flags
Printirg press mounted on a wagon from which
small eheets contaiming the text of the Fifteenth
Amendment were struck and distributed to the
crov d as the proccesion moved along
Wagor containing tinners at work
Second Dixision

Jobn C vordan Esq Division Marskal
Tight Aid, Wm Jas Gray _Left Ald Jebu Carmach

Auds
Alfred J Baily Cyrus M Diggs, Wm J Hopkins,
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R Washington, Andrew Jackeon, Geo H Groom ,
Charles Dorsey, Joseph Warren, VWm H Fisher
Charles Hackett '
Galileang No 2 of Washington
Ragain’s Band, !
Numbering 85 men Dress, black suits, high hats, !
regalin, &c
Tentk Ward Republican Association,
Numbering sixty men, Lewis Johnson » G M
This Club carried a banner ui)on which was painted
a portrait of W Lloyd Garrison and the following
““The Liberator has at last been heard ” The pioneer
men were dressed in black pants and red shirts and
the rest of the members {n black pants and blue shirte
National! Wide Awakes of 1870
Numbering seventy flve men and preghded by Dav
dge s Brars Band en dressed in bigg shirts open
n front, with white undershirt white 8 red neck
ties, white belts with red initials ( A) and
black pants In this Association wae a barouehe con
taining eight aged colored men—men who had waited
long and anxiously for such a day as the one emjoyed
yeaterdai One of the banners of the Club represent
ed the likeness of Grant and Lincoln The Club was
in charge of Frank Johnson, Marshal, and Le Dorel

Chapman
Sixth Ward Lo{alists

Thie Club madela very creditable appearance, and
upon its banver was fnscribed Let Soldieis in War
be Citizens in Peace,” *In God we Trust ' The Club
algo carfied a large American flag

Charlea C Fulton Club

The C C Falton Clubfollowed They weredreased
1m white shirta, with blue collare black pantsloons,
and Melton hats  They carried pioneer axes, bear 1g
the name of ¢ C Fulion

Fairmount Keystone Base Bal' Clnb,

An organization of young colored men from the 1
Sixth ward clad 1n black pants trimmed with yellow
and white shirts Two of the membere were cos
tumed as Indiane  This club carried a reprecentation !
of & dalloon, npon which was mnscribed * U Print that |
and Balloon Boys i

Si1xth Ward Freemen Clab ]

Black pants, red shirte bee hive painted upon a ¢
banner and the words, ‘No Drones in this Hive " A |
lnrge ]tmrgee with the names of Grant and Colfax
apon 1 i

Evening Star Beneficial Asgociation, No 1

Black suite high bate and star on coat red white
and blue rosettes This Association numbered fifty
mien, wae from the Tenth ward and in charge of Rob’t
Proctor, Marshal, and Wm H Dorsey, Deputy
Marshal

Young Men's Christian Association

An Association numbering sixty men belonging to
the Tenth ward Dress—Black sait, high hats, white
gash with blue tnimmange

Samnel M Evang Club, Seventh Ward

Thie was a fine body of men and attracted consid
erable attention It numbered seventy five, and was
dressed as follows White shirts biune collare and lap
gels black belts, belt plate with coat of arme of the

tate engraved thereon, bleck pants Leghorn bats
The orgamzsation carried a banner upon which was
peinted a correct likeness of the zentleman after whom
the Club was named The Club also had in its keeping
awagon upon which kad been erected a monument

the sldes of which were embelligshed with portraite o«
Lincoln [Starton,Winter Davis and Thaddeus,Stevens
The Inscriptions were, * With malice towarde none
and charity for sll"—-Linco]n, ¢ Lived and died for his
conntry” —S8tapton  *The iron hand that held Mary
land te her zllegiance” Davis, * Quter pickets of
*ke Republican par.y"—Stevens
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altimore Colored Butchers® Association
This Aesociation was mounted and presented a fine
anmmnce The majority of the men carried the im
plements of their calling
Ninth Ward Invincibles
The men were dressed ln black pantz and white
shirts and carrfed a banner having upon it a portrait
of Owen Lovejoy and the words “A Mariyr to the
Cause of Liberty and Justice »’
8t Xavier's School
Thie was an orgamzation of boye, fifty of whom
walke@ and twenty rode in a wagon
Haymakers’ Bare Ball Clud
An organization of eighteenth boye belonging to the

Tenth ward
Freedmen's Club

This organization belongs to the Sixth ward and
numbered sixty two men  'They were dresped in
black pants black belts red shirts trimmed with vel
vet biack slouch hats and carried a large national
flag 1t was 1n charge of Capt Wm White

Colfax Cludb

Headed by & drum corps, men dressed In black

p.nts and white shirts
Zebedee Club

Numbering pixty men, and dressed Inblack pants

and blne sbirts
Nazarites, No 1

Members in fuoll regalia Thewr bauner was in
scribed with Benevolence Equity and Mercy The
organization numbered 100 men and wae in charge of
James H Henron G M

Lincoln Union Encampment No 3

Thie Society was npiformed 1n black and carried a
bapner bearing the name of the Order The orgam
zatiop numbered thirty men

Third Division

Ca]i)tmn Danicl E Seaten Marshal
rahamBreweiar Left Aid, Jno C Carter
8

Horatio Tuttle IeaacT Brotten, Thomas Garrison,
A P Jackson John A Mann Joseph W Baker,
Wm H Spriggs, Esau Angustus  Samuel Barrett,
A J Gilbert, Charles H Davis, Grafton Taylor,

Irwin W Carter

Boys 1u_Biue

Under command of Major James H Freeman There

were three companies of this orgamzation Com
pany A was in cbarﬁe of CaptainJohn C Fortie Com
papy B Captain John H Jones Company € Captain
John Scott The Division numbered one hundred and
forty men and was headed by & drum corps of twelve
members The Boys 1n Blue carried one large United
States flag, alarge burfee (the latter a present from
the ladies of the Fourteenth ward) amd a banner with
the portrait of Thaddeus Stevens upon 1t, with the
words Ecce Homo over the portrait The men
were dressed in black pants, blue capes, whitc belts

and army capEg
ourteenth Ward Council
In command of Captain John H Jones The Coun
¢il displayed a bauner nupon which was mscribed No
Government caa be free that does not allow all its
citizens to partlm})ﬂte 1n the formation and execution
of her laws * — Thaddeus Stevens
Anacoata Club No 1
In command of Captain James Rollins Thie clab
was preceded by fifty men clad in Indian costume
Eiglit of the meén bélng armed with muskets, act8d
ae by advance guard The banner of the organization
had tpon it “We are the true sapporters the Re-
publ’iun Pang ' TUnder this was a painting repre
senting an Indian with a spear polsed in his hand
under that the words ‘Anscosta Club, organlzed
March 26th 1870 ' In this organization was a wagon
containing twenty females dressed in the costume of
Indien squawe and several of them carried in their
armawfants conveying the idea of Indian mothers
nursing little papooses  Washington B White was
Marehal of this Club
The Hannibal Club
Harrig Mitchell Marshal Asmietants Capt Thos
W Johnson and Sergeant liobbs This organization
numbered fiftv men all of whom were clad 1n yellow
shirts trimmed with blue velvet red, white and blue
belts, black pants and black slonched hats  The Club
was sreceded by atjiloneer corps of eight men ar
rayed 1n biue sbirts trimmed with white and red
The banner displayed by this Club was Inscribed with
the words, “Fame Wealth and Power he cast aside
to Battle for the Oppressed ™ These words sar
rounded the portrait of Wendell Phallips Another
banper borne by the Club read, ‘Give us a new Con
stitution in Maryland Eujoying the Proceeds of our
Lavor® Another banner read, Hannibal Club No
1 and had upon 1t= face the vepresentation of a bee
bive denoting that the Hanmbals are sstirrine and
induetrious body
Caledonia Club No 1
Marshal Wm H Butler This Club was proceded
by & drum corps then ten men arrayed as Indians and
one a8 8 Chinaman Then followed twenty men
dreescd 1n blue shirts trimmed with red and white
glazed caps black belts and black pantz Their ban
ner wae mecribed with ‘Give us equal rizhts and we
w1l} protect onrselves "' Another banner read ‘Glory
be to God in the highest—tke year of jubilee has
come The Fifteenth Amendment deciared a part of
the Constitution of the United States Equality be
fore the law guaranteed ” This Club bails from the
Richmond Market
Unior Star Society of the Rising Generation
This was composed of abbut sixty of the rising
generation of colored voters and about sixty girls,
geated in three wagons The banmer borne by the
Club represented agirl and boy shaking hands and
surmounted with the words, In Union there is
strength > This Society was in charge of its Presi
t}i)ent]Emory D Porter, and marshaled by Richard
earles
The Divieion clpeed with a barouche containing
Joseph W Blake Captain J W Hamilton Wm Bar
rett aud G T Elliott” a delegation of the Rickmond
Market Radical Club
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Fourth Division

John T Grifin Division Marghal
Right Aid@ Henry Rayngrd Left Ald, Daniel Jones

1de
Willlam H Vollow A D €
Rufus Carpenter John Caldwell John Caster,
James Spriddle Richard Worsell Joseph Gross
Ricbard Herbert Frederick Handy Richard Crew
Nathan Bowers Jacob Gibson John Wheeler
Nathan Woolford Thos Jackson Daniel Ellis
Wm Brown, John Bordley Philip Purdy
TUnion Society
Children seated in wagons
Cadets of Temperance
King Ag'ripsa Lodge, No 1
Drayman Carters and Wagonera Asdtciation
Mountcd and dresecd in black]pante blue shirts and
Dlue caps  This organization presented a very
neat appearance
Butler Guarde Second Regtment
Mumberin, about ) men uniformed and armed
Natiopal Band of Washington
Fishermen of Galilea
This Beneficial Society belonged to Washington and
attiacted considerable attention
Tnited Soue of Gideon
A company of Zouaves equipped snd armed with
musghcets
Dreadnaught Association
Clad mn black pants and blue shirts Upon the ban
ner was In Commemoration Dr Lewis G Wells,
Rev Samvel W Chase Captain Georze W Hackett
Deimonico Delaney Arsociation
Men dressed 1u black pants” bine rhirts and caps
This Socicty 1o addition Yo carrying a banner displayed

a Cuban fla
%aptaint Murray 8 Brass Band
Fifteenth Ward Club
Several ofthe men costumed as Indians others
dressed 1n black pants and gray shirta
Sheridian Club
Thig Club from the Sixteenth ward carried a ban
nerupon which wmas pammted a falr hihencss of the
iate Hop Henry Winter Davis also a banner with
the portrait of Douglass and the words ‘A
Man Among Men
eventeenth Ward Invincibles
The banner carried by this Club was tnscribed with,
‘W ¢ helped to heep the jewel of freedom in the fam
il of nations ® Several of the members of this bo

" ddety weroe costumed as Indians

Janior Sumner Club
An organization of boys clad in striped shirts, black

" pante red beits and blug caps

A chariot filled with yonng girls surrounded by an
armed guard
Hu¥h L Bond Club
Men dresged in black pants and white pea jachets,
oflicers of the Club in barounches
Lincoin Rangers
An orzanfzation from the Seventeenth ward men
dregeed in black pants yellow shirte and dark caps
Maltby 8 Shucker Association :
An Association of men and boys emploved as oyster :
shuckers at the estabiishment of Mr C 8 Malthy

Fifth Division

Wm H Chase of Lutherville Baltlmore county,
Marshal

Alds
feft Axd A R Chase and Right Ald Geo W Young
Aepgistant Aide
Alex Spencer Nathan Harris Elyah Quickly
Farmers' Cluab

This was an orgenization from Pihesville, and Dbe
sides the men on foot, there nas a large wagon filled
with females, and a plow fastened to the top of the
vehicle

j owsontown Club Samuel Myers Marshal

With white ailk banner with words 1nscribed
+ Towgontown Baltimore connty First Vietory uander
the Fifteenth Amendment '

Govanstown Club
Lutherville Clab, Dellas Crutchfield Marshal
Long Green Club Robert Daniels Marshal
Liberty Council No 24

With-white an blue sflk banner having on tha fropt
& repregentation of the Goddess of Liberty and the
Ark on the ocean and on the back Presemted by
%\he 2§ad1es of Lutherville to Liberty Council

o
Baltimore County and Long Green Beneficial Asso

ciation 'Be§]amm Green Marshat
Hopkine Council, No 114 Twelfth District Baltt
more conntv,

Having 8 white and blue banner on the front a por
trait of President Lincoln with the words Give us
Equal Rights In thie delegation wae a Miniature
Monument carried by Cornellus Pitts, Thomas Pres«
ton George W Pitts and Edward Mitchell On the
bage were the following inseriptions ¢ Equitv and
Juatice goes hand and hand the latter cannat daly
perform its office without the former 18 considered Re
publicaniem ” *America EverOnr Conntry,” ¢ Straight
Republican Our Ticket * Twelfth District Hon
Jobn T Ensor our tried friend and Next Represent
ative in Congress fram the Second Congressional
District ** “We are all equal before God and why
not before the lawt'’ “Fifteenth Amendn}lent

Delegation from Patapsco Neck, Twelfth Distrigt,

uuder Captain Wm Gross, Marshal

to'l‘g:ag{ale%ntioghwnﬂed a 1dhst:ance of twelve miles
p patein the procession, an -
way before the line vgae formed. d reached Broad
Fourth Dist ’It'hg b Sogs to ' kiberty.

rict (Jessup s Cu ane A

Wm Gray Mars&xa]. P » rundel county,
Witk Aadaéns Conncil Nlﬁ g’f, of ?oward county, .

aoner on which was inacribed the nam

the Coungll, John Laws, Marshal. © °0
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The Mass Meeting.

At the appointed honr the long train arrived in
Monument Square, the organizations were dismissed
and the speaking began From six to ten thousand per-
sons had collected in the Square, representing every
color, and shade of color, as well as every class and
condition of men Only a few thousand could expect
to hear a word that was said, but those who could not
get within a hundred yerds of the stand stood pa-
tiently in the hot pun, and cheered when the rest
cheered, and laughed when they saw from the smile
on the speaker g face that he was indulging in a joke.
There was no lack of applause, it was spontaneous,
upaffected and uproarions The two thousand women
present were among the most appreciative listeners.

A DANGEROUS PLATFORM.

The spesker s stand in the Squarc was not agub-
stanfial structure. The timbers were light and the
frame wasnot sufliciently traced Everybody that
saw it said that it would go down, and that the Rich-
mond disaster would be repeated on a small scale.
At 4 0 clock P, M. the Commititee of Arrangements,
the speakers and afew of the invited guests, the
whole party numbcring about twenty five persons,
elbowed their way through the denspe crowd, and took
their places on the stand, where a few representatives
of the press had vreceded them They were just abont
to seat themselves, when there was asudden crash,
ané the next 1nstant there was an indiscrimate
mingling ofraces on the paving ston¢s below., The
positiona pssumed were neither graceful nor dignified
11 most cases the bead bemng down and the feet up.
Mr Frederick Douglaes, wko had gone down in the
general tumbie was one of the first to recover, and as
soon 88 he found that nobody was hurt, he stepped
upon the pile of broken boards and proposed three
cheers for the Fiftteenth Amendment This reassured
the crowd and prevented & Izanic The platform fell
abount eight feet Two minutes before it went down
the space underneath was filled with young girls, who
had sought shelter there ffom the sun, and were sit-
ting on the braces A policeman, thinking it not a
very safe retreat peremptorily ordered them out, and
the last one had just left when the floor went
down.

PROCEEDINGS AT THE GILMOR HOUSE,

After the breaking down of the regular stand which
had been provided, she oratore, invited guests and
committees proceeded to the Griimor House and took
possession of the balcony on the first floor. Here the
immense ascemblage—which covered the space of
two thirds of the Square and numbered about six
thoueand persons—was called to order by Dr. H. J.
Brown, who read the following list of officers:

President
Tsanc Myers.
Vice Presdents:

C C Faulton, Collins Crusoe,
Judge H 1. Bond, Cereral A W Denison,
Samuel M Evans, wWm McKim,

H C Hawkine John T Jdohnson,
Col Thos H Gardwer, Edington Fulton,
J McGangle o | Tm Brown,
C R Gillingham, Charles Cochrane,
Hon John L Thomas, Robert Turner,

A Ward Handy J D Oliver,
Samuel M Shoemaker Dr A Rich,
George Small G. W. Perkins,

Hon Jobn Lee Chapman, | Cyrus M Diggs.
- John A Fernandis,

Secretaries

James H Hill Evan Tubman,
W E Matthews, F. Collins Smith,
W F Tavlor Wm E Hooper,
| W H Woods, John Henderson, Jr ,
- Wesley Howard John W Bocks,
| Matthew M Lewry Richard Mason,
Cagsius Magon ' Samunel Hitchens,
lllH E R Petherbridge, | James Green, -
Wilham Galloway, Col. G. W_Z Black,
Thomgs Kelso, Wm M Marine,
AK i‘ lton Capt V_C 8 Eckert,
James C Wheeden, Gedrge W Bandell,

J B Askew iA. J. Cairnes.
Robert M Proud, .
BPEECH OF ISAAC MYERS.

On taking the chair Mr Myers returned his thanks
for the honor donehum  He said that they had three
things to thank God for—their celebration, the clear,
bright day and the breaking down of the stand.
Many of their enemies bad rejoiced thatthe day would
apparentlv be unfair, that their procession would be
deluged with rain Colored paople who had used to
pray forgot 1t last niﬁht. but this morning they on
their knees asked God to give theia a favorable day
for this grand occasion be breaking down of the
stand should learn them to depend entirely upom
themselves not to trust any one elge. It had been
contracted for to hold onme hundred, it had failed to
support gl;e vgglght pf twenty five.
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DOSTON, DAY 10, 15V,
H J Brown*

Dear Sir—1 am very reluctantly obliged to forego
the pleasure of pnniclsmting in the celebration of
the adoption of the Fifteenth Amendment, by the
colored citizens of Maryland, excepting this expres-
sion of my feelings as a substitute for my presence.
How supreme that pleasure would have been, &nd,
consequentlty, how great is my disappolntment, I
bave no language to express seeing that it wae in
Baltimore I began my advocacy for the immediate
liberation of all who were then groaning in bondage;
ané now that all yokes are broken, and citizenship is
accorded to the entire colored population of the coun-
try it would seem to be peculiarly fitting that I should
join in this particular commemoration in thevery city
1n which 1 dedicaied my Iife {0 the cause of universai
emancipation

Ju the month of Mav 1830 rort{) years ago, 1 was
Jying in the ja1l in Baltimore for ea.ﬂngh &D upcom-
promising testimony against certaln Northern partici-
pants1n the domestic slave trade I need not say that
my imprigonment, 8o far from operating as & dis-
coursgement, gave & powerfu! impeius to my anti-
glavary zeal, and led e still more feelingly to re-
member those in bonds as being bound with them:—

Eternal spirit of the chainless mind,

Brightest in dungeons Liberty ! thou art,

For there thz habitation is the heart,—

The heart which love of thee alene can bind;

And when thy song to fetters are consigned,—

To fettere and the damp vault’s dayless gloom,—
Their coantry conguers with their martyrdom,
And Freedom s fame finds wings on every wind.”

From that time to the completion of the anti-
slavery struggle through trials and perils which
only those who were called to meet them
can ever fully realize, I do Dot remember an
hour when mv faith in its finel trinmph wavered.
From the depth of my soul 1 declared, at the start,

03) osition and abuze, and slander and prejudice,
an fudwial tyranny are like oil {o_the flame of my
enthusiasm I am not dismayed, I am not disheart-
ened but bolder and more confident than ever. Let
the courts condemn me to fine and imprisonment for
denouncipg oppression, am I {o be frightened by dun-
geons and chains? Can they humble my spirit?” Do I
not remember that I am an American {reeman? and as
such and what is more, a being accountable to God.
I wiil not bold u’)Iy Ye“e while a single slave remains
to be set free * This was not eald in a boastfnl spirit,
for it was by the help of God that I was enabled to
stand in the evil day, and by the same Divine strength
and truet were the great body of Abolitionists sus-
tained in cvery emergency ‘If it had not been the
Lord wha was on out eide when men rose ug against
ue then they had swellowed usup guick when thelr
wrath was kindled against una then the waters had
overwhelmed us the stream had gone over our soul. '

O ye ransomed millions! rejoice and give glory to
God that not a slave remains ifi the house of bondage;
that there 18 to be no more buying and selling of
human fieah on the auction hlogk no more hunting of
fugitive slaves, no more rendirz asunder husbands
and wives and parents and children ro more forcing
to unpaid toil under the 1ash of a driver, no more ab-
rogating the marriage instituglon, no more punish-
ment for attempting to le ¢ alphabet' Freedom
i# yours to enjoy and maintaln yours by natural right
and the grace of God_as well as by the decree of the
nation conetitutionally secured, yours with allits
responeibilities and duties, ite manifold blessings and
sublime possibihties  yours without bloodshed, or
violence or any disorder whatever or any desire for
retaliation, yours to advance in wiedom and knowl-
edge 1n rkill and enterprise, in wealth and prosperity.

1tizenship 18 yours, with politieal enfranchise-
ment whereby you are to help decide what ehall be
the laws for the common defence and the general wel-
fare, snd nltimately to obtain a fair share of the hon-
org and emoluments of public life In this hoar of
Jubitation T will not pause to give you any connsel a8
to your future course I have no misgiving on that
e¢gre You bave been the best behaved people in
he pagt under the most terrible provocalions, and
why shonid any doubt ae to your behavior hereafter,
under all the favorable conditiona of freedom and
equality? I believe you are destined to rise high ia
the scale of clvilizaiion and to take a prominent part
1n our national affaire Indeed in view of your Mb-
erated and enfranchised condition 1t may be truly af-’
firmed that eince the Declaration of Indcpendence was
published to the world, never has our conmntry been
£o powerfnil a8 NOW Dnever #0 Progperous as Now,
nes er 8o united as now, never so reputable and influ-
ential ag now in the eyes of the world Heace, we
have all rea<on to be glad ar to the present, and hope~
ful as to the future for the interestr of the North are
am the intererts of the South, and the institutiens of
one rection of the country essentially like those of
cvery other

1 rejoice that the South will pow bave unlimitod
meanad for growth 1n population in educatlon, in en-
terpriee 10 1nvention in hiterature, in the arte and
sciencee in material proaperity Henceforth may
every blersing be voucheafed 1o her through the re-
moval of slavery so that as her depression, has baem
deplorable her exaltation shall be gloriousl Such
hae ever heen the desire of my heart and the aim of
all my labore Yours, rejolcingly,

Wu. LLOYD GARRISON.
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SPEECH OF JORN M LANGSTON.

The Preeident then introduced 28 the orator of the
day Mr John M Lapgeton, Dean and Professor of
Law 10 the Howard University of Washington.

Mr Langston was greeted with great applause, and
in a loud clear voice that reached even to the out-
skirts of the ssgsemblage, spoke as follows:

Fellow Citizens—In the presence of this occasion
x;ed the fact it honors, eloguence iteelf stands abashed.

e celebrate to day the trinmph of genuine demo-
cracy, that democracy which asks mothing but what
it concedes, and concedes nothiug but what it de-
mands destructive of despotism it 1s the sole con-
pervator of liberty, labor and ¥roperty It is the law
of nature pervading the law of the land {Applause

We celebrate the triumph of that democracy whic
was sfirmed by the founders of our Government i
the words “*We hoid these truthd to be self evident,
that all men are created equsl and endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights among which
are life liberty and the pursnit of happiness. To
secure these ends Governmente are instituted amon%
men derlvhﬁ; their just powere from the consent o!
the governed

We eeclebrate the triumph of that democracy which
was subs%?uently defined and declared in the
langunage the presmble and body of the United
States Conetitation ¢ We the people of the
United States, in order to form a more perfect
union establish justice ineure domestic tranquiility,
provide for the common defence, promote the

eneral welfare, and secure the blessings of libe:

o ourselves and our posteritf, doordain and establis|
this Copstitution for the United States of America.”
+No person shall be deprived of life liberty or propert;
without due process of law > And “the citizenso
cach State shall be entitled to all the privileges and
immunities of the citizens of the several States."”
[A‘gplausc 1

e celebrate the triumph of that democracy which,
forﬁetrul of pationpiity unmindful of birth place,
oblivious of complectional peculiaritics or former
condition of rervitnde nees in every gon pf hu’manitg
& child of God,and unposes by a stern decree, wit
golemn eanctions the obligation and the duty of recog-
mzing and respecting this eonship and father .
LAvx:p auee J .

¢ celebrate the triumph of that democracy whose
curest protection and support are fonnd in free t ought,
tree speech and a free J)reee and whose truest ahl
sublimest cxpression and definttion are found in the
workipgs and results of self government [Applaase 1

In a emngle word we cclebrate inthe demonsiraticns
of this magnificent occasion the triumph of that de-
mocracy the comprehensive and far reaching defini-
tion of which 1¢ given in the terse and matchlesa
words of the New Testament Whatzoever ye would
that men shounld do to jou do ye even do to them.’

{Applanee ]

Sptandmg in the presence of this trinmph and regal-
1ng oureelves uvon the future glorles promised in the
yet grander triumphs of our untrammeled and vigos-
ous democracy we are able to answer negatively ia

' the full assurance of ko 1ntelligent faith the questions
propounded by the pilver tongwed orator of New Eng-

Land when he asked “Ia l{berty to die In this coun
try? Has God Almi %Mﬁ soogped out the Mlssisslpgi
Valley for ite grave as He lifted np the Rocky
Mountaing for ite monument? And hasg!e set Niag
ara to hymn 1te requiewn® * Nay,verily The Missis
gippi Valley is to be the theatre of the glghest achieve-
mente of our freedom and democracy—the Rock
Mountains the monnments upon which are engrave
the records of these achievements, and Niagara is set
to hymn not the death dirge but to swell the chorus
of their song of victory ﬁApplnnse] Moses, the
great Jewish leader, and Miriam, the prophetess,
£ang a gong unto the Lord upon the deltverance of the
children of Iersel If th¢y could sing & wong eayin,
“‘Slng ye to the Lord for he hath trinmphed glor
ously" when three millions of their connirymen were
delivered, how shall we shout for joy and gladness
making utterance of the liveliest and” most profound
sentimente of gratitude and thanksegivings when we
remomber that Terty miliions of our conntrymen have
been emancipated and our whole conntry disen
thralled! The words of the Pealmist befit onr lips
“0 sin% unto the Lord a new song, for He hath done
marvellous things, His right hand and His holy
arm hath gotten Him the victory [Apglause ]

Pirst We meet to celebrate at once the abolition
of slavery and the enfranchisement of the colored
men of our country [Applasge,]

BSecond Inorder to :gprecia.te suitably these two
great facts, so full significance and interest, eo
[pregnant of national moment and far reaching conse
quences, we mnst, at least, brlefly consider what
glavery was the interests destroived by it, the utter
p%xipwr%ack it made of American liberty itself [Ap
plauee

5 hird It is necesgary, too, wonld we rejoice intel
llgentlg, in view of oar better dispensation of free
dom, that we consider well the promise made in the
good Providence which has wrought so grandly and
g.orionsly in our behalt App]anse}

Fourth” And becanse alavery, while 1t chatielized
the negro, stripped the white American of freedom of
thought freedom of speech, freedom of locomotion
thne showing itself the enemy of all, it 1s well for us,
fox;fettlng now our complexion, our former condition,
and our pationality, to join in the celebration of
a triumph n the fleld of battle as well a8 in the
field of politice and morals, which presages and

romises us alf & free home and 8 Government which

g, indeed, a democracy, and rejoice together as citl
zens of & common country, to whose welfare and des-
tiny we make a cordla pledge of “our lives, our
pro;:erty and our sacred honor @ ] Applause }

Fifth As showlng the condition of American iiberty
in the days of slavery and fugitive slave laws, there
are three facts conbnected with our history and
to be writien yet in the biographies of three Ameri
cans who justly claim a pure Anglo Americanlineage
[Applause ], ]

- e [ PR S
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“"And alinsion here ia made to no obscure and imsig
nificant men, but to men of Jarge and unusual ability,
by means of which they have been lifted into high
places in the country and State from which they have
gained widereputation and extendedinfinence, indeed
two of them have made for themeelves a reputation

and inflnence as wide as the world and as_enduring

as the principlesof liberty and equality which they
have 80 ably and fearleesly advocated

And first of Hoar and South Carolina second, of
Charles Sumner, bleeding on the floor of the Senate
third of Wm Lloyd Garrison, forbldden to visit the
Capital city of his native country  These cases are
but specimens and indicate the condition of the domi
nant class in our country—the class representing the
intelhgence, the wealth and power nnder the regimen
of slavery

And where, then, was the slave and the negro nomi
nally freed? The former was a chattel numbered
with beasts and creegyinz things, whiile the latter led a
miserable life in d sagpolnted expectation of that
freedom denfed him ander the black lawe of the coun
try Baut through the dread arbitrament of war, ganc
tioned and sanctified in the Thirteenth Amendment of
the United Btates Counstitution we enjoy while we
celebrate our emancipation, which is truly natwnal
(Aé)p]ause 1

ut more still, we rejoice to day in that enfran
chisement under the Fourteenth and Fifieenth
Amendments of the United Staves Constitution, which
signiftea the ﬁossession of all civil righte and the en
jo'i‘ment of all political powers [Applause ]

bus endowed, nndor the law of our country, God
and hnmanity, as well a8 dutyto both, bid us go for
ward in life, meeting all ite responsibilities in the
spirit of true men and patriotic citlzens, cnitivating
among us aY] those things which are made for the
peace and prosperity of our countrymen and the glory
and perpetalty of our Union, and the free insiitutiona
which, ander the fostering folde of onr National flag
and in the sunlight of our national freedom, are of
natural and abun nnﬂt}mwth [Avpplause ]

General Howard's efforts to educate the negro, not to
speak of the work first accomplished in feeding,
clothfng and protecting the emancipated millions
Four millions negroes children and aduits are to be
educated and fitted to live under democratic institu
tione, the destiny of which, to a great extent, 18 con
trolled by each individoval citizen The means by
which the work can be Qone 18 by furnishing the
primary grammar and high school and college, by es
tablishing normal echools to su;;rully the immenes de
mand for teachers by affording the freedmen, as far as
possible, the same advantages offered by a Massa
chusetts echool system, thus affording opportunities
throngh a system of common schools for one class to
all the people of the South The work was begun in
Government barracka, fornished by the Bureau, as
fast aw the Union forces vacated them and retired from
the South

Fortunate has it been for the negroes of the comntry
that we have had a man with views broad enough to
comprehend the present and future educational wants
of our brethren of tne South and who dared to spead
the funde in Mshands in furnishing permanent edun
cational facilities Unfortunate oxly that the Govern
ment {which has performed the great act of justice
calling us together to day) had not entrusted to this
brave and good man fitty millions to be expended in
rendering us justice educationally The natlon will
yet thank him for the small investnent that he has
made The negroes of the Sonth will alwways be grate
ful to him, and they will not hesitate to denonnce any
who may oppose his efforts in their behalf

Do you know the President of the United States?
Re ir only the man who gave to the negro the vote and
official position under the Government! [Three
cheers for Grant Do yon know the Postmaster
General of the Unfted States? He is omly the man
who secodded thaproyi:oslt.lon of the Presldent, and
gave the negro officlal place In his Department!

Cheors for Creswell] When I forgot the flaxen
air of these men I sometimes find myself wondering
it the{ are purely white—1if they have not pome por
tion of negro blood in their composition [Laughter ]
Let the colored race sver go forward with the motto
Perpetuqindcribed on their banners [Great applanse ]
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SPEECH OP HON JOHN A J CRESWRLL, POSTMASTER
GENERAL

After the performance of Hail Columbia by the East
Liberty Cornet Band, the President introduced Hon
Johm A J Creswe]l Postmaster General, who was
welcomed with tremendouns applanse Mr Creswell
said

Fellow- Citizens—This 1mposin§ demonstration com
memorates the emancipation and cnfranchisement of
four millions of the human race [Applause] We
here announce that Justice has reclaimed her own
and thas all men stand etinsl before the law, as they
ever have done in the sight of God Wa here pro
claim that fresdom has clothed ber children with all
the rights and privileges of citizenship, and armed
them for their defence with the irresistible wespon
of the ballot Inthe name of all good men of all
racee, we rejoice this day over our restored and glon
fled Union over our amended Constitutionvsspp}nnse]
and over our expurgated code of laws e rejolice
that we can now msaintain in the face of ali the world
that our Government derives its just powers from the
consent of the ]%owerued and that the starry symbol
of our nationality is indeed the emblem of nniversal
freedom [Cheers] A few years ngo the poet Camp
bell addreesed onr country in these bitter words

“United Btates! your banner wears
Two emblema—one of fame

Alasl the other that it bears
Reminds us of your shame

Your standard’s constellation types
White freedom by its stars

But what s the meaning of the stripes?
They mean your negroce’ scars »’

The achievemente of the last ten years have ex
tractea the sting from the poet's versts  Our stripes
no longer t3pify our negroes’ rcars  Henceforth our
stars sv1ll mean freedom for all of every color and race
and our stripes will wave as a perpetnal warning
apainst every attempt to deprive a (reeman of his
rights [Applauze

It 18 _meet that men of all races should nnite {o-da
in celebrating the ratification of the Pifteenth Amen
ment of the Constitution It hrs raised the black
race from the degths of slavery and prejudice to full
citizénship in thb foremoet nation of theage On this
occasion we expect to mee Afric's sable sons radiant
with jov fall of gratitude to the noble men who have
Jabored #o faithfully for their advancement and giving
evidence by every meanr at their command that they
arpreclute the mew position to which they have been
eievated It 18 no surprise to us that we hear to day
acelamations of gladness bursting from the lips of the
colored men of Maryland, and that as they march in
the full enjoyment of their long soughtliberiy, we see
1111)81‘1' persons decked with the insignia of victory, and
thelr

* Dnsk faces with white silken turbans wreathed

The white men of Maryland shouid also join in
theee rejoicings Recent events have extricated ns
from the errors into which we had fallen We had
abandoned the ingpired doctrines of our fathers The
principles of the Revolution, as expreeseq in the De
claration of Independence had ceased tobe guniding
hghts for our rulers In the adminietration of our
affairs the equality of men was pronounced a heresy,
and the right of the soverned to participate in the
Government and {o adjust their own burdens was
ignored Whatever others may “i( it will not do
for Maryland men standing on Maryland sofl, to
assert that the Declaration of Independence was com
pounded omnly of theones—[applause]-—which were
never intended to bereduced to Pmctice

Maryland was one of the Old Thirteen, and her
first Bill of Righte and Constitulion were made in
the very heat and fervor of the Revolution aye unpon
the very heel of the Declaration of Independence
iteelf "The men who heard that glorious instrument
read at the old State House in  Philadelphis posted
home to asgemble their State Copvention and to or
ganize their State Gover t Infl d by the
same feelings and pnrposes that prompted them to
venture all in  the effort to assert their
libertiee  they proclaimed to the world what
they believed to be the genuine principles
of republican Government The Convention
1met at Annapolis on tne 14tk of August 1776 many of
the best men in the 8tate were there Dent Mackall
Bowle, Hammond, Worthington, Ridgeley, Stevenson,
Archer Tilghman Chase Pacaand Charlee Catroll
of Carrollton held seats in_that body A Convention
60 constituted and animated might well be expected
to organize a State Government upon & correct basis
‘What eald they in regard to the nght of suffrage® The
Bill of Raghts adopted November 3d, 1776, declared in
ite Afth section

‘That the nght of the peopleto participate in the
Legislature 18 the best security of liberty and the
foundation of all free government  For this purpose
electiong ought to be free and frequent and every man
baving property in, a common 1nterest with and an
atiachment to the commumty ought to have a right
of eufirage ©’ [Repeated cheers ]

Mark yon! “‘every man,” notwhiti men only but
¢ every man [appiause] and that God made men of dt
verge colore they well knew because at that time the
African had been held in bondage in Maryland for
more than & century

The came Convention inthe bodyof the Constita
tion, adopted on the 8th November, 1776, inserted the
provision follow1ng

All freemen above twenty one years of age having
a freehold of fifty actee of land in the county in which
they ofter to vote and residing'therein and all freemen
having property in this State above the value of thirty
pounds current money and having resided in the
county in which they ofter to vote one whole year
next preceding the election shall have a right of suf
frage in the election,of delegates for such county

en still live 1 2o have heard their fathers say that
they have seen negro men under these provieions vote
side by stde with white men without a question being
13ised or & doubt expreesed
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Thelaw of Maryland continued enchanged down to the
year 1810, when the Constitution war amended so as
to copfine the suffrage to white men At the same
time it was enacted that from and after the year 1810
no man should be deprived of the right to vote, or
ghonld be prevented from holding any ofiice, for want
of a property qualification—thus declaring, so far as
white people were concerned, in favor of manhood saf
frage = Thie was a departure from the fathers in one
respect toward freedom, in anoither towsrd elavery
The legislators of 1810 enfranchised the white man
and at the same timeriveted more tightly the shaokles
of the black man Here was a palpable and
unjust inconsistency, perpetrated by power at the
dictation of a It was betfeved that on had
become kin e Inventions of Whitney and others
bad enabled the cotton growers to manipulate their

reduct so successfully as to make 1it, with slave s

r, the most profitable staple of the continent, and
thenceforth ne, culture became as much a business
as cotton caoltore Even Maryland and Virginia
changed ground from their former condition of de-
termined hostility, ag evinced by the sentiments of
their representatives in the Convention of 1787, which
formed the Conetitution of the United States, and be
came from that day forth the active propagandists of
glavery The men who controlied our State in 1810
decided that slavery rather than freedom was to be
preserved, and in support of that decision, they ex
cluded the black man, whether free or slave, from the
ballot box

For the present I shall follow this subject no farther
I desire only to show that manhood suffrage and sof
frasf for the negro are not untried doetrines in Mary
lans The right of all freemen to vote was known,
recognized and established In the fifst Bill of Rights
and Constitution of our noble old State, and that too
by the esages, who had conferred together and
gettled upon the inalienable rights of man
When about to appesal to the God of battles to vin
dicate their sincerity, the truth would assert itself
At such a time they dared not claim free govern
ment for themeelves and deny it to others Slavery
a8 it then existed was the great and irreconcilable foe
of thelr aystem Theg were compelied to accept it
temporarily to prevent a @ivision of the colonies, and
haying once admitted it Into their code, they were
obliged to receive all its 1ms, mciudlng that,
v&it(t:gl d%glaredthtlhut thf ve mi;c?oti a man but a
¢ Tom 8 maxim usion was lnev
itable that slaves could not vete:

But slavery has been extirpated and cast out It
has been torn away fromthe vitals ¢ Union at the
cost of great rivers of precious blotd e nation has
survived ita terrible laceration, and fjpgiathered new
mengthdaib: day, until at 1ast it ks come pow
erful enough to enfgree the righteous 3l ¢ the peo-
ple Slav no longer pollutes onr JieIiS or vitl

tes our logic Those who were lately WSkt e now
‘comon and citizens, as well of the URESE Fhates as
ol iho peveral Siates wherein they belug

charged with the duties and burdems of citl
zenship, it 18 but fair that they shounld
enjoy #e privilegea This is the application
of t{Ie principles of even handed justice as em
bodied in the golden rule Therefore, I repeat let us
all rejoite that we have returned to the purer creed of
the Revolutionary fathers and that after slxt{ years
of schigm and heresy we have renounced our sins and
been agpin received into the fold of the primitive po
litical church |

O TN FOSORRIE S
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In accomplishing these important resnlis men have
been but the instruments of God The Almighiy has
30 guided the current of events, that we bave been
borne onward by superior power to the eafe harbor
wherein we now repose The destruction of slavery
and the enfranchisement of the African race have been
rompelled by necessity ar well as enjoined by duoty
To prove thia you need not invoke the ald of hlstory
Your memories will sugply every essential fact

In the begluning of the decade just closed the pro-
tracted struggle between freedom and slavery was ap
proaching its culmination The people, appalled by
the grim vlsaFe of imminent war 2an to cry out
for compromise in all paris of the Iand, and
Congreps would have ylelded to any reasomable
demande the partisans of slavery could have
made But no compromise conld appease them They
wounld not be content with any guaranty, however
solemn, of slavery in the HStates where it then ex
isted They deflantly Insisted upon disunion, and
E)roceeded to wage war againgt the United States for
he avowed Put?oae of establishing an {ndependent
Government, the corner stoe of which shonld be
slavery  Still the country hesitated to accept the is-
sue, and patiently talked of concession and comcllia
tion Under the counsels which then prevailed, the

eople actually took up arms and fought bloody bat-

les, protesting all the while that the{l would not as-
sail the insti utions of the South When Fremont at-
tempted military emancipation his_orders were re
voked, when Cameron recommended the arming of
the blacke hie advice was rejected, and when, still
later, Hunter renewed the attempt st military emanci
ation, it was asecond time forbidden Mr Lincoln
tmeelf in higs celebrated letter to Horace Greelef,
dated August 22d, 1862 sald “*My paramounnt object 18
to eave the Union, and not either to save or destroy
slavery @ On the contrary, many military officers
had been uging their soldiers to return fugitive slaves
to their owners, and continued@ the practice
nuntil Congfess, by act approved 3d March, 1862,
made a new article of war, expressly pro-
hibiting it Al this moderation avalled only to
strengthen the rebellionand to weaken the cause of
the Union At lsnglth it becoming npparent that
slavery was the real foe of the nation's peace [ap
lause], and that the rebellion was finding shelter
ehind it [applause], Congress, by act approved 27th
July 1862, enacted that the slaves of all persons
thereafter engaged in rebellion should be forever free
and should not be delivered up A preposition pre
vionsly made by message dated March 6th of the
ssme year, for compensated emancipation by the
Border States had been rejected with so much unami
nity by the representatives of those States, as pre-
clnded all hope of its acceptance Meantime the
eat mil] of God 8 providence was grinding on De
eata and Qisasters pursuned the  Unlon forces
Our armies were beaten in front of Richmond and
afterwards more signally in front of Washington, and
the Rebels were permitted again to advance and
lant their standards in sight of the National Capitol
rowing still more aggressive, the hosts of rebeilion
were rallied in force, and flushed with victory they
crossed the Potomac and threatened the very heart
of the loyal North After a drawn batile on the
field of Antletam it was determined, all
other efforte having failed, that a preliminary procla
mation of emancipation shonld beissued [Applanse 1
It came on the 22d of September, 1862 ‘cantiously
almost timidly, expressed, preceded and followed bv
a golden pill In the shape of promised compensation
It declared that after the 1st of January then nexy all
slaves held in the Rebel States should be forever free
[Cheers ] One hundred days elapsed On one fide
not 8 Rebel had laid down hig arms, but on the other
the loyal nation havinF been brought face to face
with the crucial question of the ivar, had slowly
cleared 118 mental visjon and had recognized the ne
ceeslty for emmclgatlon When the 1st of January
came our army had recovered its courage and spirit
the people were hopeful and earnest and brightening
roepecis cheered the heart of our anxioue President
FAp lauee | Full of confidence, he issued hie flnal
pro¢lamation snd its stirrinz words and exalted sen
timents rang like a trnmpet peal throughout the land
announcing to the peogle the grandest jubilee of all
the ages [Cheers ] Boclear had he become in tho
exercise of this unprecedented power that he closed
this ever memorable paper with these words And
upon this act sincerely believed to be an act of Jjus
tice, warranted by the Conmstitution upon mili
tary necessity I invoke the considerate judg
ment of mankind and the gracious favor
of Almi, htg God ' The proclamation announced a
great principle upon which a controlling public aenti
ment was soon organized and with a voice of author
ity that public sentiment démanded that emaucipa
tion should be freed from all Jégal doubte and made
universal in jts application Dby comstitutional pro
vision [Cheers] Ilnpursnancethereof the Thirteenth
Amendment was adopted by Congress on the 3lst of
January, 1865 andI proudly boast that my name may
berecorded In its favor at every stage of its progress
In dunc seagon it was ratified by the requisite number
of States, and thus became a part of the fandamental
law {Applause
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I do not err in my estimate of the agencies which
brought about the adoption of this measure Mr
Lincoln told the whole story in his letter to Colonel
Modges, of April4th, 1864 when he sald, ‘I claim not
to have controlled events, but confess plainly that
events bave controlled me Now, st the end of three
years® struggle the nation's condition is mot what
either party or any man devised or expected God
alone can claim it [Cries of yesl yesl] Whitheritis
tending seems plain _If God now wills the removal of
a great wrong and wills also that we of the
North, a8 well as you of the South, shall
}vay falrly for our complicity in that wrong
mpartial history will find therein new causes to ai-
test and revere the justice and goodness of God

Not less instructive and wonderful is the bistory of
manhood sufirage When the active hostilities clored
in April, 1865, the slavery question was virtually
gettled but there then loomed up another guestion
quite as difficult It remained for us to ascertain
what consideration was to be given to the four mil
liong of the African race whose lot had been cast
amongst us All idea of an extensive plan of
involuptary colonization had been abandoned

t was conceded that these people were to remain
bere and hecome a permanent portion of our popula
tion, but the problem was to determine what porition
they were to occupy and what functions they were to
discharge im our political system To the solution of
this enigma the hest minde of the country were
steadily addressed Difficulties sapparently insur.
mountable Yreaented themselves on every hand  Life
long grejud ces stood ready to strangle every effort to
award even a )imited cltizenship to manumitied
glaves, and cried out with unfeigned horror at the
bare mention of a design to confer upon them the
right to vote But observe how these obstacles, so
formidable in the distance, were leveled to the plain
a8 we approached them, and how the way was cleared
when the time came for the nation tp make ite secona
grand advance in the application of Rberal principles

Among the first to grapple with the gunestion of re
construction was I{em-{z'1 inter Davie, who with his
remarkable prescience fully apprecisted its tranacend
ent importance long before the rebelliofl had been
overthrown Ap;:lnuse 1_It was on his motion that
a committee was In the Thirty eighth Congress to
consider and report upon the recommendations of the
President’s Message touching that sadject. The bill
which the committee raported after an elaborate and
very able discuesion was passed by Congress aud
failed only to hecome a law becanse Mr Lincoin re
fused to give It his approval Thip bill, be it remem
bered however right on other pointo sonfined suf
frage to the white male citizens’ of the Rebel States
duly enroHed The Republican majorities in Con
greae which adopted it as containing 1helr plan of
reconstruction were not then prepared to entrust the
pegro with the ballot Mr Lincoln in hia prociams
ticn gising his reasons for refusing to sign the bill
made no pornt whatever in favor of nefro suffrage
Nor 4did he make any eunch point in the plan
which he presented to the country in his annual mes
sagc of 1868 Onthe contrary Mr Lincoln recom
mended that only those should be allowed Lo vote
who were gualified votera ‘by the election law of the
State exletinillmmediatelv before the 80 called act of
secession ' He even declared himself satisfled with
the plan of the Davis bill as ‘one very proger plan’
but justified his fallure to approve it on the ground
that he did not wish to be ‘inflexibly committed to
any single plan of restoration ” Thusit is clearihat
as late as August 1864, neither a Republican Presi
dent nor a Republican Congress was grepared to prof
fer the ballot to the colored man The plane of both
were equally inconsistent with nniversal saffrage and
a difference of opinion upon non essential polats pre
vented the adoption of either

Mr Lincoln in his speech made on the 11th of Aprii
1865 (the laet he ever made) expressed a preference
that the elective franchise shonld be conferred on
very intelligent colored men [anglause and on those
who had servea as_soldiers in the Union army }:ap
planse] bat ‘a);gucd in the same speech 1n favor of the
recognition the State Governmeht of Louiaiana
which had been organized under his plan In this
condivien stoed the Reconstruction problem when An
drew Johneon succeeded to the Presidency

In all the Reconstraction proclamations which he
issued he made the lJaw in existence prior to the re
bellign the teat of qualifications and threw all the
w eight and power of his great office into the contest
in support of his views ~ The result was a notable
failure Instead of restoring the Union he restored the
rebellion A result so unexpected and alarming roused
the loyal people of the couniry to a sense of their
danger, and they at once declared against Mr Johnson
and his policy "[Cheers 1 They became satisfled that
nothing short of positive, unalterable guarantees
could protect them from & repetitton of the devastat
h;% and ruinous treason from which they had shortly
‘before been delivered, and bence they demanded that
the terme of adjustment should be incorporated into
the Constitation [A]gghuse] They further de
manded that the tests of loyalty shonld be specifically
prescribed, and that every Rebel should be made to
conform to them before taking any part in the reor
ganization or adminlstration of any State Govern
ment In respobse to these demands, Congreas sub-
mitted to the States the Fourteenth Amendment
which was readily acccpted and ratified [Applause )
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Very valuable provisions were thereby secured buy
no direct attempt was made to utilize the votes of the
loyal colored men of the South  Up to this time re-
construction and manhood sufirage were treated as
matters entirely distinct All were anxious for the
restoration of the Unlon but very few were willing to
copfer the ballot upon black men to have it accom
plished The peog]e were now about to be tanght
another leeson  The State of Tennessee not only ac-
cepted the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments
to'the Constitution but moving in advance of them
declared all loyal men of every race and complexion
to be entitled to vote and upon that broad platform
ehe was restored to her relations to the Union by act
approved July 24 1866. With this slngle exception
the Rebel Siates stood out againat all overtures, and
Cougress, at the cpening of the session in December
1866, was obli{;ed to address Itself anew to its S8isyphean
tark I well remember bow sesiduousiy the Joint
Committes on Reconstruction canvassed the whole
field of possibilities, and how at last it was compeiled
to acknowledge its inabllity to meet the case by
reporting & mere military glovernment for the remain
ing recalcitrant States his was pronounced an
mmpotent counclusion 10 80 laborious an investigation
It was 1psisted that some plan of permanent adjust
ment ghould accompany the Military bill and that the
terms o which the Rebel States could secure civil
government should also be stated therein {Applause
To establish civil governments it was necessary to
say 1u advance who should vote Ingenuity had ex
haueted itseif in the effort to make loyal States ont of a
dxs]oYal white population Loyal Btates were possible
1n only one way, and that was dy ilving suffrage to the
loyal blacke [Long continued cheering] This was
conceded at once 80 far as the preliminary conventions
were concerned but when 1t wae urged that the Con
stitutione of the Btates should provide that the
elective franchise should be enjoyed by ‘‘the male
citizens of sa1d States twenty one years old snd up
ward, of whatever race, color or previous condition,
a apirited contest arose which was finally terminated
by the adoption of the provision in the caucus of the
Republican Senators by & masjority of only one vote —
n.nc? I was one of that majority [Cheera] The bil)
as thus amended and passed was vetced by
Mr Johueon, but notwithstanding the veto it became
a law on March 2d 1867 by a two thirds vote of beth
Houses [C!mete]l Thus manhood suffrage became
the potent agent 1n reconstruction [Cheers] All
other laws since passed on_the subject have s ml)ly
susteined and fortified it Military t)ower has availed
only in go far as it has protected it Without it we
should be no farther advanced to-day in the reclama-
tion of the Rebel States than we were after Mr John
gon’s unfortunate sttempts [Applanse] Withont i
the national flag could not be kept floating in any of

thogse Btates uniess tocted by a mi force
tvgit%it seven hun@red thousand votes are secured to
8

nion and treedon‘.‘ 'ﬁ‘l all bat ohe of thie Rebel

States are how enjoying their cdnstitutional relations
in the Union EApplnnse 1 Much romatns to be done,
1t is_true, dbnt no man can deny that much has
already heen done, and mainiy done by means of negro
pufirage [Applause ]

The fmpetrfect sketch I have given of the history of
emancipation and manbood suffrage shows oconcha
sively that these great measures have not been adopt
ed in any spirit of wnkindness towards that section
of the country wherein the great body of the colored
vote 1s found  They were employed by the RepubH
can psrty safter years of trlal cautlously—I might
almost say reluctantly—not as the means of retaining
its ascendancy but as mighty political forces for put
ting down the rebelllon an restorinf the Unlon
Seven bundred thousand voters, who, if need be, can
become soldiers, constitute a power not to bede
apised [Ap;ilause ]

To sum it all up—the black won his freedom by his
bravery, and his suffrage by his loyalty [Cheers ]
Nearly five years ago his freedom was confirmed irre
vocably by consvtutional guarsnty 8hall he ever be
deprived of his right to the baliot? [Cries of ‘*No!
no ’(‘1] The American peo(?le. spenklnf through tavo-
thirde of both Houses of Congress and the Legisla
tures of twenty nine S8tates, have sald that “The
rights of ¢citizens of the United States to vote shall

 not be denled or abridzed by the United States or b
sny State on account of race color 6r previone ¢ond:
tion_of gervitude,” and the record whersor those
words are written will endure a8 long as men shall
continup to love liberty or preserve thelr faith in
God |Applause 1 :
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It was not permitted that Lincoln should survive to
see this florhus consummation, but the great Ca
tain eeaeo.in whom he trusted implicltr
[cheers], and $g-whom in his 1ast speech he attribnteﬁ
ail the honor ¢flesdership in the stupendous military
operstions whith closed the war, now by authority
o atg:e lllehi 3 es th’e dl;resid;ntisl Chaigd [Ap-

s ihhugural address he expressed a de-
sire for the ratifica of the Fifteenth Amendment

applause], and ever since showa his aincerit
E) Rls unceasing to accompifsh that mnlt’
1o, e i By

n, where o-
ciates the to be “the most inpom.nt’

event that has octurred since the nation came into
life " To him more than to any other living man is its
final success attributable [Long continued cheering ]
The leading part which he has takenin dedicating
the colored race to freedom and to the service of our
common country has crowned his career with the
most admirable triumph of hislhife and has fally es .
tablished the truth of that saying, once applied to |
Cromwéll, but which Cromwell 11ved to verify only '
in part—
“Peace hath her victories
No less renown’d than war »* [Applause]

1 know not how the account between the races giill
stand after another generation shall have passed
nwa% Hencetorth the destinies of the African race
will be for the most part in their own keeping I
have no fears of what the futnre has in store for
them [Applsuse] Their patient forbearance and
their sturdy fortitude in the past as well as the unex
ampled zeal they are everywhere exhibiting in the.
education of their children assure me that they will
not fall for want of manly effort [Applause] It 18
the duty of the white race to protect and sustain their
African fellow citizens rather than to seek to hinder
and overthrow them Apglause 1 How that duly
;vill b(: iﬁ?chnged the er of all men will judge
mpartially

lrnt whatever may be the fate of races or of individ
nals, it is sure that the pillars of the Republic have
been strengthened and v81:111':&1 deeper in the everlast
ing hills [Cheers ] e have fully paid the dreadful
penalty demanded of us as a_reparation for our na
tional sin The reign of blood and vlolence has past,
and the gentle epirit of Peace has returned with heal
ing inher wlnFs and 8 songof kindness on her lips
P&p]‘)lsnse ] Ligten, oh fellow citizens! to her heaven
nepired teachinge (Cheers ] Let us banish all bitter
ness and rancor from our hearts and moved afresh by
the love of our conntry and our fellow men, let us join
hande and hopefully go forth to meet and discharge
the manifold obligations of the future l[Ap lause ]
This_is all that ie reqaired of us to fulfil the pro
phetfc words of Milton—**Methinks I see in my mind
anoble and puiseant nation rousing herself like a
strong man after sleep, and shaking her invincible
locke, methinks I see her as an eaFle muing her
mi¥ht youth and kindling her undazzled eyes at the
ful mfd day beam purging and unscaling her lon
abused sight at the fountain itself of heavenly rad
ance ’’
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SPEECH OF FREDXRICK DOUGLABS
Mr Creewell’s speech, which was repeatedly
cheered, was followed by music from the band Fred
erick Douglass Esq , was then introduced by Dr
Brown, who spake of him as a son of Maryland who
should now be working among us, and he believed
goon would be
Mr Douglass said that during the last thirty years he
had often appeared before the people as a slave, some
times a8 a fugitive slave but always in behalf of the
slave But to-day he was permitted to appear before
them as an American citizén How great the change
Thirty five years ago ho was working as a_slave in
Palbot county, and looked forward even then with
ineffable eatisfaction to the day when Maryland sbould
not contain 4 slave He felt even them jhat there
wonld some time come a day when not a felter should
clank or & whip crack over the backs of his fellow
men That day has come at last When we remem
ber how slavery was interlinked with all our institu
tione, it 1# amaging that to-day we witnegs this
demonstration When toiling on the plantation we
slaves desired to talk of emancipation, but there
stood the overseer anda word wouid ensure & flog
g To talk about emagcipation without being dis-
covered we invented a vocabulary, and when the over
seer thought we were talking of the most simple
thing we were really spesking of emsancipation but
in s way that was Greek bo them [Laughter and ap
plause | The negro hasnow got the three belongings
of American freedom First the cartridge box, for
when he got the eagle on his button and the musket
on his shonlder he wasfree Next came the ballot
pox, rome of its most earnest advocates now hardly
saw It three years ago, but we’ll forzive them now
Next we want the yury box gA plause ] While the
pegro hating element sits 1o ¢ e?nty box the colered
man’s welfare ie insecnre and we demand that he be
represented in the halls of justice Nobodv will be
Injured by justice The Fifieenth Amendment means
that hereafter the black man is to have no excuse for
ignorance, poverty or destitution Our excuse for
such in the past is swept from ns by the Fifteenth
Amendment We are to stand up and be respousible
for our own existence, we must be independent men
and citizens we are to know our friends and equally
to know our enemies and take none in trust hen
a friend performs a good act or sn enemy & malicious
act towards us are we not to remember them? {Cries
of “Yes '] Ilovemy friends and remember my ene
mies I remember that party that for forty years hasg
been endeavoring to enslave us and crush ng apd 1
want_you to remember that %art at the ballot box
(Ap hmeei) What party is that! {Cries of Demo
cratic ] Do you rememher the party that, when
the Democrats endeavored to overthrow the
Government  stepped between the Government
and its blows! Then let us ﬁive three
cheers for the Republican party [Euathusiastic
[Cheers ] Isee you areall right here and Iam not
afraid to have election day come aronnd [Applauee ]
1 loved everything of Marvland except slavery—it was
that I ran away from thirty two years ago Ifelta
Httle mean however, and only did not stop to tell
them good nye because I was afraid they wounld not
let mo go found that God never began to hear my
prayers for liberty until I began to run Then yon
ouét t0 have seen the dust rise behind me in answer
to prayer ([Applause] Forty years agol sat on
Kennarid’s wharf, ai the foot o Phlléyot street and
eaw men and women chained and put on ship to go
to New Orleans I then resolved that whatever power
I had should be devoted to the freeing of my race
For thlrtyears 1 the midet of all opposition, I have
endeavored to fulfil my pledge Iam herc to dayto
pledfze myself that whatever remains to me of life
shall go in the same direction Possibly Iought to be
in Maryland, bui the time has come when the black
man owes nothing to States Yon are not indebied
to Maryland for the franchise The old idesas of Siate
soverelgbty have been abolished by the war We
have now & common countty and & common
uture there are no States but the United States  Ali
that any man can ask of another is that he do his
best for the whole countrs  Will yon be as good mas
ters to yourselves as your masters were to you-’
{Cries of better ‘Will you work as hard for your
selves ag you did for your masters? [Cries of yee ]
W1ll yon be as sober and temperate now as you werc
before? {Renewed cries of ’;es] I believe you but
some people affect not to hey believe that you will
die out Jike the Indian, that you cAnnot exist in com
petition with the white meén  Well If two centuries
and & haif of slavery the whip prisons and the abolt
tion of the maryiage relation could not kill you then
liherty will not ‘iApplause Educate your sons and
dsugbters, send thewm to school and show that be
eides the cartridge box, the ballot box and the jary
bdx you have also the ‘knowledxe box Buaild on for
those who come after you I am no orator The
orators who are to come up in the hereafter from the
ored race will throw me and Langaton far into the
back ground Wehave a future everything 1s pos
sibleto us  Get edncation and get money in your
Focket, and save it, for without it you will never be an
ndependent voter
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REMARKS OF JUDGE BOND

Hon Hugh L. Bond was introduced and his appear
ance was the aignal for several ronnda of cheers He
remarked that he had but little toeay He rejoiced
with them over thelr freedom, notalone theirs, but
ako of the white race This demonstration means
peace the opening of avenues of trade to and with
you and the taking away of all impediments in the
march of life  [Applanse ] It will allow some of the
stiontificgerrtlernen of Baltimore to return to their
studles The philoscpbers of Marilmd. who bave
beon messuring heels to find out whether s manis a
nman or pot, can now settle this question by obsery.

g conduet [Laughter and applause ] Judge Bon

nciuded by Introducing Hon Horace Maynard, of

ennessee, a8 one who, in 1863, had taken part io the
x:emornble campaign in this State, by the side of the
ldmented Henry Winter Davis
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REMARKS OF MR "MAYNARD

Mr Maynard eald they were assembled as American
citizene to celebrate a ﬁl’elt historic event in the af
fairs of our country He then read to them the Fif
teenth Amendment as the cause which had brought
them together to day It means that you shall hence
forth and forevermore aid 1n selecting men to make
the 1aws and 1n the laws themselves It means that
the etlent and invisible aciion of the law shall sar
round like an atmoephere every citlzen in the coun
try It means that wealth shall be protected in its en
Jjoyment, and that labor also aball have its rights It
meang government for the citizens and by the cliti
sens, and it is this which has given us so much enjoy
ment This power must be exercised with prudence

nd discretion, elee it I8 better that we never had it
he great question you now have to decide e how you
shall use it for your own well beinﬁ and that of your
¢hildren You will ind men that will deal out promises
but performances are better than promises Men do
ot gather fruite of thistles I wish you God speed
nd that the blessing of heaven may be upon you
!Applauae ]
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- SPEECH OF HON ¥ A BAWYER

Bon F A Sawyer, United States Semator from
South Carolina was next introduced, and spoke as
ollows

The Statein which I live having been one of the
most zealous in the cause of African elavery her citi
gens and her statesmen having been for more than a

generation prior to the late war the epecial advocates |

of a theory of government which made the nationality
of the United States impossible her peolple having
been the first to commit the stupendousg blunder, not
to say the great crime, of secession, their faith in
what I regard as the strongest, wisest, best form of
overnment—namely a thoroughly democrstic repub-
[ic—-havlng been weaker than that of any other Amer
can people, her power and prestige, once %reat in the
pation, having been by the fortunes of the war she
invoked, brought toa point so low that there wae
none ro poor tado ber reverence,” herold aristo-
cratic minority baving been made to yleld up their
absolute control over her domestic affairs to an over
whelming majority composed of thelr former slaves
and what they called * poor white trash ** her govern
ment given over to a party whose political faith {athat
of her cid rival Massachugetts, and now thanks to
God, of thenation bher fortunes reviving with magic
rapidity under the admimstration of a government of
the peaple [applaunse], by the people, and for the peo-
gle, » future looming up for her whose brightness
{de falr to outsbine all her former glories—it is Atting
that one of her representatives, who sympathized
throughout with the mishty change shonid joln with
the citizens of Maryland in congratulations over the
conenmmation of 80 grand an event as the ratificgtion
of the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution—an
Amendment securiog to all men equality before the
Iaw equality in possession of political power, equality
n the enjoyment of human righte [Applause | Itis
fitting that one who knew her in the daye of the dark

nees of slavery who knew her in her siruggle to rivet

anew the chains which boond fonr sevenths of her

geople and who knows her in her present condition of

emocratic, republican freedom who believes that the |

rovidence of God has overruled the folly of her old
eaders for His own glory and for the weliare of her
whole people should speak for her on this occasion

Cheers | Woulid that this work had fallen to one of

er native sons, from whose eyes had fallen the meals
of political blindness and whose mind had been 1l
luminated by the events of the paet, rather than to
one whose early manhood was spent on other so1] and
whose connection with her policy and her politics has
been forced on him by the necessities of his position

But I feel that I truty speak the sentiments of a large
majonty of her pmﬁle when 1 greet the lately enfran
chised enizens of m}yland with a joyful welcome
mto the brotherhood of men civilly an& politically free
and equal [Cheers] A minority of her citizens stil)
a8 perhaps & larger minority in your State are wor
shipping the fallen images of their old politicalre
liFlr:m The rapidly succeeding and wonderful events
of the Jagt ten years have atunnped, but not taught
them and in many cases they will not live
Jong enough to recover their senses and looklin
around them see their true situation JLuughter
They blindly grope 1n the darkness of old errors and
feel about for means wherewith to regain power they
do not rétognize as 1rrecoverably lost Only the light
of another world wiil completely awaken them and
show them the clear course whichthe nationis now
treading Let us be charitabje to the errors which
the{ drew in ap_nsturally a8 the air they breathed in
their youth and which have grown with their growth
and etrengthened with their strength [Applause ]
Bnt in that chlrlt{ we must not !ol;fet the tremendous
importance of Aghting now and fighting forever the
baitle of buman rights We must not forget that
eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, and that lib
erty can only be saved by the watch devotion of
those who would be free [Cheers,]

The great strides of clvilization have all been faken
in b paths, and through the blood aad fire of the
late war yoar deliverance from one of the worst forms of
barbarism has been achieved, the sacrifices by which
it has come have beem incalculable No form of
herofsm has been wanting in the terrible ordeal
throu}h which the nation has passed to get to this
day of triumph {Applause] And I hid my colored
hearers to remember that ¢ sacrifices, that hero

iem have been mainly enduared by those whose interest

in the result was not by any means entirely a personal
one but an interest in cight and eternal justice
[Applause ] T would not underrate the noble aid
given to the canee of the nation and the cause of Iib
erty by those gallant colored soldlers who when op-
rtunity offered rushed to the defenceof the national

anner I wonld give to the memories of the colored
heroes who gave up their lives so freely in the war
the honors of the brave and egltriotic I would join in
the praises ro rlchl{ merited by those gallant colored
ngen wl]to have survived the flelds of thelr glory [Ap
plause

But I cannot forget nor will those who by the war
have become freemen forget that the blood shed, the
treasure expended, the macrifices endured for the
great cauee of human liberty have been shed, ex
pended and endured, in large part, by those whese
rights as men were not in perit [Cheers ] In other
times and in other 1ands, oppressed peoples have by
their own efforts, their own etruggles, their own
agonies, won their way up to political power It waa
réserved to America to witness s mce already domi
nant waging a ﬂ%rce and bloody war on a scale almost
unparalleled in t
thelr own level & race of slaves It was reserved to
America to give to a subject race first personal free
dom, then equal civil rights then the ballot to pro
tect those rights [Applause ] . .

e history of the ages, to bring up to
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Less than fen yoars ago the streets of your city wit
nessed an attack made by some of your citizens upon
the first volunteers to defend the cause of the integ
rity of the nation against the assanlts of those who
held four millions of thelir feliow beings in bondage
Less than seven years ago thecolored man had under
what was recognized as the law of the United States,
no rights which a white man was bound to respect

'o-8ay that man stands up politically the peer of his
former master Then, to teach a colored man the al
habet was a crime In many of the States of this
nion To-day education walks hand in hand with
liberty, and schoo] houses and churches everywhere

urge him on the road to learning and virtnte [A
lanse ] Then the wife of his bosom axd e ¢hil
gren of hie loins were but the chattels which might
at any day be sold to pay hir masater's debta, to-day
they are the precious and inviolable members of the
most sacred of associations the family [Ap-
planee] Then the labor of his hands, the
sweat ~of his brow went to fll hapds which
seldom knew toil to adorn brows which knew
no sweat Now that labor is hallowed and sweetened
by the thought that it s for the present and future
needs of the loved ones at home [Applanse] Then
hie highest hope was to rest on the humblest of pal
lets after the hard toll exacted by the taskihaster
Now he can hope not only for comfort and compe
tence but to be one of the instruments honored by
God in the advancement of the interests of his race

and his nation {Applause ]
A mighty revolntion indeed! Well may the colored
Rmple meet to celebrate the ratification of that
mendment which is the cagst.one of this grand struc
ture of the Constitution and of human liberty [Ap
plause ] Well may the white men join them in exal
tation at the thought that they have been permitted
by the Providence of God to be instrumental! in sauch
a work [Applause
But the business of the hour is not onl{ exultation
over the good that has been achieved It is also re-
flection on the good that remains to be done To give
& man the opportunily for development, to admit him
to the race of life free and untrammelied, to openu
to him an avenue of usefulness and honor to brea
down the barriera which keep him away from a man s
work All this is grand and noble [Applause] But
it must be remembered by all those who have had this
done that the great work is only just begna for them
It remains for them to show that, the opportunitf
given they will embrace 1t, the race open they will
run it the avenne clear, they will pursue fit, to the
end that, as free men, thoy will also become /rue men
loyalmen, and good citizens [cheerg], that instead of
having simpl{)ea numerical addition to the nation,
they will come 8 tower of strength to
it, that they will add to the nations
wealth, to the nation's virtue to the mnation’s
lory [Applauseg This can only be done by the
etermination to become industrions, honest, faith
ful cducated citizens, men obscrvant of the laws,
tenderly respectful of therights of others and care-
fal of their own rights [Applause] The white
man’s power lies in his knowledge and 1n his virtue
The colored man can obtain power only by obtaining
knowledge and virtue The ballot can only be valaa
ble to him when he uses it in the intercet of the true,
the just theright [Applause] It can only be valu
able to society when 80 used  And it behooves the
colored man now enfranchised to so nse the power
placed 1 hig hands as to gusﬂfy the natiom 1n the
sacrifices 3t hae made to give him that power [Ap
planse ] Let it not be paid by the future historian
that after all this great struﬁgle after all this lavish
expense of treasure after all this shedding of blood,
after all the wails and moang of widows and orphans
the race which has been by them ralsed to citizenship
bag proved unworthy the trust imposed npon them
I have no fears om this poiut {Applause] My ex
%)erlence justifier me in saying that the strides in cnl
ure made by the colored people of this country in the
last few years are proof that they will make a class ot
citizens of whom a nation may be justly prond [Ap
Flanee] That thev may be instrnmental in redeem
ng this old State from the rule of a party which rules
it in the interest of the few rather than in that of the
many, I sincerely hope and believe [Cheers ]
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SPEECH OF J SELLA MARTIN

Mr J Sella Martin was next introduced He con
sidered this an hour of humamty and reconciliation
because the Fifteenth Amendment bad made it un
neceegary for white men to hate colored people any
longer When the war first broke out and 1t was
actually waged to perpetuate the Union with slavery
he felt no interest in it and actually rejoiced when the
Federnl troops were defeated at Bull Run  But when
the abolition of slavery was declared the colored man
conld skoulder a musket and help the Government
There is no longer any hatred of color, we can weep
over the death of a white man as readily as we can
over that of one of our own race He had looked
with pity upon the white man who had_felt compelled
to give him & whole seat 1n o car and rejoiced that
the Fifteenth Amendment had put an end to his
sufierings  Now that you have the ballot the white
man must 86t down beside you to ask for 1t [lanohter)
and soon all these proscriptive seats will be done
away with  Speaking of the cmotlona} character of
the negro, his love of religion and mueic and poetry,
he sald that as the negro could not love man he must
love God and it naturally followed that his affectiona
weut to muslc and poetry

Yon m»i pick up any hundred colored men 1n the
Bouth and you can t get ten to go agsinst the Re-

ublican party thelr sense of gratitude is too strong

f you cewld find them the other minety wou!d be
ready to lynch them If the white men will only
stand by their party and principles as we will, the
South will be regenerated and blossom as the rose
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SPEECH OF GENERAL HEATH

Generasl H H Heath, of New Mexico, was the next
epeaker He spoke of the feeling of pride and patriot
fsm that must thrill each heart to-day He did cot
believe that freedom was the resunlt only of political
action it resulted also from the expenditure of blood
bullets and muscle He did not regret the war which
bad made them free Lhe war was political On the
part of the North he beliteved that it was conducted
ior the abolition of slavery We have rec procal
duties to perform, and one of them belonging to the
co'ored race was to vote for the men whos cured
them their }ibeng [Applause] You cannot trust
your eremjes alttough you need not hate theme The
war of the ballot box 18 not yet over, and that battle
muskt be fought by von now Sustain your principles
by sustaining the men who made you free

SPEECH OF GEORGE T DOWNING

Mr George T Downinz of Rhode Island was in
troduced ae the lapt speaker He said that when he
came into this city he was insnlted by seeing on the
cars ‘‘Colored People Aliowed in this Car "' In Rhode
Island and in Was m%ton we silt upon this, nere in
Baltimore I sg&t upon it, and ask you to spit upon it
[Applause] Iask you to appeal to Washington and
request the removal of the Judge who dares to insalt
you [immenee app]auseg by thie pettifogging trick
The Democratic party will try to divide you but I tell
Eon to stick by the Republican party etter Live by

opesty than be the recipients of favors from any
body Take the lesson of this falling stand to your
eclves  You are building for yourselves and must
build etropg [Applause%
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SPEECH OF GEORGE T DOWNING

Mr George T Downingz of Rhode Island was in
troduced ae the last speaker He said that when he
came into this city he was insunlted by seeing on the
cars ‘‘Colored People Allowed in this Car ' In Rhode
Island and in Washington we spit wpon this, nere in
Baltimore I sg&t upon it, and ask you to sg!t upon it
[Applause ] Iask yom to apgen to Washington and
request the removal of the Judge who dares to insnit
you [immenee app]anee} by thie_pettifogging trick
The Democratic party will try to divide you but I tell
Eon to stick by the Republican party Better livo by

opeety than be the recipients of favors from any
body Take the lesson of this falling stand to your
eclves  You are building for yourselvee and must
build etropg [Applausegj
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THE RESOLUTION?

It was now after scven ¢ clock, and the Secretary
proceeded to read the resolutions ag follows

Whéereas This mass meeting i assembled to cele
brate the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment,
therefore

Resolied, That we offer our united thauksﬁlvlng to
Almighty God tbat by His wonderful Providence we
stand to-day not only freemen, but vested with the
{’ighl: of sufirage a8 equal citizens iu the land of omr

t

Kesolred That under God we owe the groat result
which this day's proceedings celebrate to the Repubd
Yican Congress of the United States to the great Re
publican gnty of the countrv and to the illustrions
soldiernn statceman who now occuplies the Prest

ency

- HNesolred, That to President Grant we tender onr
warm acknowledgments that his first words in office
were for the Fifieenth Amendment, and that his wise
! end patriotic policy has so essentially contributed to
ite ratification that ho baa tha merit and the glory
! which go American bas had since W ashington, of con
L sommating in peace as Presi@ent what he won in war
as the leader of the armies ¢f his country
Resolved That we pledge the newly enfranchised
vote in Maryland to the Republican party and that
we look forward with confidence and satisfaction to
ibe day—not long 10 be waited for—when we shall aid
in placing our beloved State in line with the Republi
can States of the Union
Resolved, That education i8 not so much the qualifi
chtion for eutirage, as a right secured by suffrage, and
1hat we claim the right of education for all the chil
en of the State, and exhort all our people to avail
themeselves of every opportumity to edecate them
selves and thelr children
esolped That we cherish the strongest interest in
the prosperity of all the intereets of this State and of
11ts people and that we pledge ourselves that there
dhell be no cause to regret that 8 new body o(cltl;ess
and voters are now, with fresh hopes and ftes héndes
gnd & bright outlook into the future to take their
places in the contest of Iife as equal compstitors, able
to promote the welfare of the Btate and of the countey
as they never did or could do as gerfs or alaves
The Secretary then read the following adaitiona!
resolutions which were adopted wibll Toud sodlalmng
Resolied, That knowln% our rights we dark
demand them That in the dectaion recently made by
4 United States Judge in relation tothe admssion of
colored persons to the city cars we recognize a
flagrant outrage upon law and insult to ancing
Chrnistian civilization, and a sad compromise with
wrong
Resolved That recoguizing 1n Frederick Dounglass
the foremost man of color in the times in whic
Hve, and proud to cleim him asone to the manner
born ** we do here most respectfully yet earne!tly
rcquest bim to return to us and by the rower of hig
own magnificent manhood help we to a higher, broad
er and nobler manhood
ADJOURNED
Immense and long continuned cheering followed the
reading of the resoluticns apd the Cuair then an
pounced that the meetinc wis at anend Tbe thon

sands of perrons present abont one-third of whom
were whitee, then dispersed, having remained listen
ing to the speeches {or more than two honrs with
scarcely & break in their ranks
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LETTER FROM COLLECTOR LEEDS
Among the numerous letters received by Dr Brown
relative to the celebration was the following from
Col W R Leeds, Collector of Internal Revenne in

Philadelphia
PRILADELPHIA, Pa , May 18, 1870
D, H J Brown
Dear Swr—It 13 with great regret 1 find myselfua
able to accept your kird invitation to participate in
your celebration of the Fiteenth Amendment in Balt{
1rore on the 19th inet I have eo long labored for and
‘oved the great cauce of which this act of national jue-
tice i8 tke cauce that I would love to joln your true
Marylard Republicars in their patriotic demonstra
tion I am with you in spirit, and hope nothing may
occur to mar the pleasare of so joyous an ogcasion
Wishing you God speed, I am, sincerely yours,
Wx R Lzrps
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Ineidents of the Day
At varioue points along the route of the procession
men and women were stationed with buckets filled
with ice water and sandwiches and which were given
to the processlonists with an unsparing hand This
forethought proved to bee welcome visitor to the men
in line as when they reached South Baltimore large
vumbers of them had become very thirsty and hungry
from their long tramp
ORCHARD STREET
There is & quiet and rather neat little avenue lead
ing from Madison to Pennsylvania avenue which I
known as Orchard street 7The houees are nearly all
built after the same pattern four stories high and
have an air of modest comfort  This etreet is to the
colored people of Baltimore what the Fifth avenue is
to tho fashionable people of New York—the favored
reireat of the aristocracy Here many of the most
wealthy aud intelligent of the colored people reside
and live in the elegance which becomes the denizens
of 80 genicel a locality Through this street the pro-
ceerion marched and met with a most enthusiastic
weicome Every house was festooned with wreaths
of evergreen and decorated with flags and banpers
Every loch of gpaceon the sidewalk was occupied
with a delighted crowd of women and children who
waved their handkerchiefs and cheered as they recog
uized their friends in Jhe line
THR TRIUMPHAL ARCH
Acroes Orchard street was thrown an arch ingeni
ouely constructed of timbers and covered with flags
and evergreen wreaths Three large fAags were float
g above the arch, and underneath were suapended
many emblems and pictures On the right panel was
a banner with thelegend ‘‘Twentiet ard—God
Grant Our Church a Good Revival,” and on the left
anel © Twentieth Ward—The Creed of Our Church
1berty Regulated by Law ™ There was no person In
all that immenee procession that did not wish peace
. and prosperity to the goodve le of Orchard street
ot he passed under the beantifal arch
EXHIBITING ENDURANCE
It was a matter of surprise, during the winding np
of the proceseion how well the little boysa in the line
" endured their tramp of nearly eight miles Many of
the boys were not over tweive years of age, but in no
instance did the writer hear of a 1ad breaking down,
on the contrary, the little fellows seemed to be imbued
with & apirit to walk down thelr older companions
THIN SKINNED
It was a noticeable fact yesterday that while the
procession was wending ita way through the atreets
many dwellings were shut up, presenting the a,
ance ‘‘that nobody waas in,” and a carious inquiry re-
vealed the fact that out of fifteen of those houses
cloeed twelve of them were occupied by persons who
refused to witness the procession, thoy declaring they
could not gazed upon such a humiliating scene
THE POLICE FORCE
Nobly did the Police Board, with Marehals Gray and
Frey, acquit themselves yesterday The Marshals so
arranged their men that ever portion of the line was
protected, and every oficer on duty proved that he
would maintain the peace of the city at all hagards
It frequently occurred that indiscreet young men
would “utter offensive remarks, calculated to provoke
a quarrel with the men inllne, bot in every [nstance
where a man made use of disrespectful langunage he
was nnceremonioualy hurried away to the nearest
pohce station and:there detained until five o'clock, at
which time the different Magistrates disposed of the
cases, rating them under she head of disorderlies The
entire community owe thanks to the officers for their
prom&tness in checking al! attempts at a disturbance
and Marsbals Gray and Frey may well fee] prond of
the men in their charge
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DECORATIONS

The display yesterday of the National Ensign and
mottoes suitable to the occasion were very profuse
and elaborate in those streete through which the pro-
cession passed East and Chesnut streets were a sea
of national colors, it appearing as if every window in
those streets was Aauntiug the gay cclora.

At the corner of Bond amd Baltimore streets the
Association known as the Rawling Republican Cla
embellished the upper portion of the second story o
the building‘ fronting on Baltimore street with a large
frame containing the Emancipation Proclamation,
Declaration of I dmdonee. and portraits of the I

dent other od 1
deceased Republican statesmen  The Club alse
stretched a large national flag accross the strest ia

. front ofitheir headquarters. M B Trotten is Presl

' elabera

demt of e Club

Samua M Evans, l:qu‘ Collector of Internal Reve
enue fot the Second District, with the aid of his
clerk:.t rendered his headquarters, on Baltimore street
a 8ho! £ietance west of Lloy@ conspicuous by its

display of pational flags he balcony at

the lower story and the upper windows of the house
were filled with ladies, who waved handkerchiefs and
bestowed numerous boungunets to the men ir the line
of proceesion On the front of the building there were
displayed portraits of President Grant Vice President
Colfax Abrabam Lincoln, Henry Winter Davis and
Geperal Denison

The headquarters of Dittman Post No 1 Grand
Army of the Republic, at the corner of Gay and Balti
more streets, was also profusely decked with the
national colors The windows of the meeting room
were filled with 1adles and gentiemen, who clapped
thelr hands and cheered the men ss they passed by
This ncknowledfmeut of friendly feeling was appro
priately responded to by the men bslow

At the residence of the Archbishop of the Cathedral,
on Charles street, several ladies who occupied posi
tions behind the railing cheered the memn of the pro-
cession on their march, by the waving of small
silk national flage This complimemt wag also duly
acknowledged

Ox Ofchard street the colored people were almost
wild in their enthusiasm They threw to the breeze
hundreds of flags, and in varlous other ways evinced
their happiness at the successful birth of the Fif
teenth Amendment

The same state of things occurred in South Balti
more, with the exception that the demoustration in
the ebape of bunting was on a more extended scale

LUNCHING OUT

Thousands of colored persons, who resided in re-
mote parts of the city, In order to enjoy the entire
day’s proceedings, grovided themselves with lnuch
and towards two o'clock a free lunch system seemed
to pervade the streets along the iine of march, cellar
doors and stoops were converted into baminet tables,
and the Junchere appeared to rehish their cold bits
accordingly
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AFTER THE MUSIC

Perhaps no other race of persons in the world be
come so affected with museic as does the colored
Givethem a shriek of the fife, & bugle blast or the
mb-a dub of the drum, and man, woman and child
will follow for miles, entranced beyond all other |
wbinking This was specially the caze yesterday |
Young girls _clutched the arme of their male com
panions, and boys and girls ran pell mell into the
muddy streets asnd at times in peril of a steed
trampling them @own for the plessurs of being near
the musiclane On they tramped and never ceased
their pilgrimage until after the procession had been
dismiseed at Monument Square

AFTER THE PROCEESION !

After the Hpe had been dismissed in Monument
Square the different associations and visitors re
paired to their respective headquarters and by six
o clock the city with thg exception of Monument
Square had resumed ite usmal routine of business
At night many convivial meetinge were held in va-
rions parts of the city and the festivities were kept
up untyl a late hour, the newly enfranchized belng de
termined to make the day a new Fourth of July,
applicable tothe colored people of Maryland

ILLUMINATION LABP NIGHT

Several streete in South Baltimore were brilliantly
iNumipated Jast night in honor of the day celebrated
but the crowning feature of the illumination was had
on, Orchard street between Drnid Hill and Pennsyl
vania avenues Every house on Orchard street was
illuminated@ anrd many of them on a scale of magnifi
cence_candles being ignored the illnminating pro
cess being achieved by means of glass vessels of
almoet every hue flllcd with burning tapers stceped
in oil Chincse lanterms in great profusion blazed
ajorg the entire street and several of the houses were
decorated with traneparencies and evergreens In
0ld Town and on Fell & Point the {llamination was
algo induiged in

RECEPTION ROOMS AT THE EUTAW HOUSE

Mr E R Petherbrnidge and James T Caulk were

: ﬁhced in cbarge of the reception rooms at the Eutaw

cuse and refreshed the invited gnests 10 A most ex
cellent style
PRESENTATION

Yesterday morning Company A of the Boys in Blue
Captain John C korwe was prosented with a_beauti

1'silk burgee, on which were the letters Boys in
Blue," by the ladies of the Fonrteenth ward The
E[resentation took place at the resldence of Mr John

Lee No 83 Vine street, by Miss Cephus who

made the following address to which Captain Fortie
on behalfof the company, lgnroprmte!y responded

Gentlemen—The ladies of the Fifteenth ward are
Tere to testify to you how highly they appreciate you
ae colored American citixens Almigaty God in His
great goodnese has been ;;lensed to make the grand
armies of the Union His instruments and agents in
crashinp out the rebellion and exterminating the hat~
fa! jnstitotion of human slavery Tbe Fifteenth
Amendment which enfranchises our race was pro

osed by Copgress and submitted to the :everal
gtates for their ratification, aud it has been ratifled by
a majority of the Btates, #na has been officially p o
claimed by the President and@ Secretary of State and
row 18 the law of the land, and we celcbrate this day
ip honor of that gloricus event And now gentlemern
I prescnt yon this banner in behsalf of the ladies of
the ward and bope that you will ever cherish it as the
symbol of freedom ’

“Ard Jong may it wave
O'er the land of the free and the bome of the brave ’



