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'HORRIBLE OUTRAGE—LYNCHING
“'l "MOE»‘ THB GRIMINALOI:':G’ii

BRUTAL ASSAULT BY A NEGBO UPON MRS.
. - - RIGHARD THOMAS. Tan o

" FarpEriok, Mp:; April 16.—The follow-

{ng letter was reccived here late last evening

¢by Me. JJoha O. Motter, State’s attorney: fq;"
this county, . from Mr. -Ricbard. Thomas, ;
dated Licksville, Frederick county, April 15:

‘81 write to'say thata negro, nemed James
Cirroll, committed an outrage on the person
of my. wife last night, during my absence
from home and I am advised to write to you
as the proper person to proseoute the ease.’
Carroll bad on when he left here an 6ld
slouch hat without s band, new pair of panta,
aod » run down pair of shoes. He is of
mediam size, and bas a rather repulsive-look~
ing countenance. Use every offort in your
power to have him arrested, for, besides the,
outrsge, he has left my wife in a very preca-
rious condition froin severe choking and

fright.” ] . ST A

‘This information obtained rapid circulation
throughout the city and county,and produced
muach excitement. The following additional
particulars have been gathered : 'On Monday.
night the greater portion of the male popu-
Iation of Licksville were attending a ball
piven iu the village in celebration of the
Easter holiduys. Mr. Thomas wason a visit
to Poiot of Rocks; Taking advantage of
these cironmstances the nepro Carroll first
committed a robbery in the house of Mr. P.
N. Lesply, and then at about 11 o’clock pro-
ceeded to the residevce of Mr. Thomas.—
After effeoting an entrance through s window
he broke open the door leading to the cham-
ber of Mrs. Thomas and, brandishing a hoge
koife, threatened the Jady’s life if she made
the least outery or resistance. In this man-
per the diabolical purpose of the fiend was
accomplisbed. " .

- Mrs. Thomas is a small, delicato- woman,
sged about 32 yeara, and the mother of five
or six children. She is the dsughter of
Thomas Trundle, a prominent and highly re- |
spected farmer living near Licksvile. The
busband is & son of tho late Captain Richard
Thomas, who was a well-known citizen of this
eounty. Assoon asthe outrage became known
io the village the greatest excit-ment and
indignation was .aroused, and almost im-
mwediately more than fifty armed men began_
soouring the country in search of the villain.
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- Up to this time, however, he has eluded:

arrest. Jf.caught it is.thooght he will cer-
tainly besdynched. Carroll was formerly em
ployed oun the caml as a boatman, and is
about 22 yaeara of age. - . Ls .
ARREST OF THE CRIMINAL. : .
Wasai18a#0N, April 17.—The :colored
man, Jameg Carroll, who outraged Mrs,
Richard Thomias, at Licksville, on Monday,

was arrested about noon -to-day in George- .

town by «ficer Volkman. -Ilis arrest was.
brought about in this way : Mr. Thomas ar
rived in this city this morning, and abont 10
o’clock started up the Chesapeake and Ohiv
eansl tow.path in the hopo of being able to
catoh the brutal sssailant of his wife. He.
bad not proceceded far when he met Carroll
comiog along. As he passed he tipped hie
hat to Mr. Thomas, who followed him leis-
urely along. His first inclination waa to
shoot Carroll dowa in his tracks, but he
fioally decided that it would bo.better to lét;.
the law take its regular -course. - Conse-~
quently 'he followed Carroll into George~
town, when Carroll started off on & run.
The assistance of officer Volkman was oalled
and, he being mvuuted, soon eucoeeded in

ruoning Carroll down aud efeoting his ar«-

rest. Carroll was taken to the police station,
where he fully confessed his erimo, telling
the officers that he did not expeot to resch

the Frederick jail alive, and that a moment

after he committed the outrage he was ocon-
vinced that he would speedily die for it. He
said be. felt thankful that Mr. Thomas did
not shoot him on sight, and that be folt that
he-would just as lief die as not. Thero was
a considerable crowd about the depot, and
wmuoch bitter feeling was manifested, but no
outbresk oocurred. Carroll cunsented to ao~
ecompany officera Volkman and Harper to
Frederick county without a requisition from
the Governor of Maryland. Accompanied
by Mr. Thomas the party left here on the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad about 4.30, ta-
king every precaution, as they thought, to
prevent any information of the arrest of
€arroll reaching any of the stations along
the road in advanece of them.
PARTICULARS OF THE LYNCHING. -

Freperick, Mp, April 17.—Jas. Carroll,
the negro fiend who perpotrated a most dia-
bolical outrage upon the person of Mre.
Ricshard Thomas, at Licksviile, in this
county, on Monday night last, while being
brought to this city this evering, was taken
from the train at Point of Rocks by, a bard
of lynchiers and hanged uatil dead. . The
particulars, as reoeived, are as follows s~

The train upon which the prisoner was
placed io custody of policemea II. C. Volk-
msn and B. T. Harper, of Georgetown, to be
brought to this oity, left Washington at 4.55
P. M., in charge of Conductor Michael.
Telegrams conveying intelligence of the ar.
rest had been sent to Ioint of Rocks and
this plees during the afternoon, and long
before the arrival of the train at that station
o large number of enraged aud determined
men had assembled from various sections of
the oounties of Frederick and Montgomery,
Md., and Loudouan gounty, Va,,and it needed
no prophetio soul to forotell their stern pur-
pose. At Tuscarora, four miles from Point
of Rocks, nearly thirty despcrate men,
masked and armed to the teeth, boarded the
train, but made no demonstration. On
srriviog at the Washington Junction the
train was immediately besieged by nearly
shree buundred persons, about one hundred
of whom were on horseback. Twenty or
thirty men, with pistols and knives drawn,-
quickly entered the ear in which Carroll
was seated, and after overcoming the desper-
sto resistance made by the officers and con~
ductor, took up the prisoner bodily and éar-
ried him to the platform. where a slip noose
was thrown over bis head. Ido was then
hurriedly dragged across a plowed field about
100 yards to the nearcst tree. Here tho
rope was immediately thrown over a limb
snd lnsl..antly gracped by a dozen hands. and
slmost in the twinkling of an eye tho fiend
iu human form was dangling in the sir. Not
n.word was spoken by him, and he died
wlth.out a struggle, a vietim to his brutieh
passions and to the terrible vengesnca of an
enraged community. The whole sffrir was
proceeded with in 8 cool and deliberate
manner, and was over in less than thirty
minutes. e

FURTHER FACTS OF THE OUTRAGE.

Additional details received hera to.day of
the horrible outrage perpetrated by Carroll
are even more harrowing than those reported
in-to-day’s Sun. After effecting an outrance
fnto the house Mouday night through a win-
dow, Carroll proceeded impediately to the
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cbamber -where dlra. Thomas and: several
children wero sleeping. Reaching the bed~
side he grasped her by the throat, and .by
threatening to .kill her-with a large knife
that he beld in- bis hand, compelled hersto:
desist from herp struggles - one-of thoychils
o ory; bhe.sayagely danght;
it by the bair and’ threw. it roughly-ssidé.
Tho imprint of his fingers could atillibe gsen. |
on Mrs. Thomas’s peck tWe pext. day.-¥Sho.
ia reported to be in s prostraie and precaris
ous condition, while her husbaud is terribly
distressed. s, . .
Tod-Much-Legislation=And a-Remedy:
o . oA mmed T AT L e
A tFrom $16Whesliog Rogisterd 1.
Fhe-great..complaint-ofx the=timeyrig=top>
much legislation. ( The-people sre govero
too much. _The Iaws are too uostable. . The
Statutes of the States bocome 80 volumineus -
and complicated.: a8 -to .render-the laws ob-
scure snd inoperative. -- Nearly all the States
bave adopted bibnnial sessions of their Leg-
islatures, in order. to cartail the opportuni-
ties for superfluous legislation. But the car- |
tailment does not curtail. ‘West Virginia-
can testify that with .bat forty-five days of
Iaw making in two. years; her' Legislature
will puzzle all the lawyors-in the Stats to
keep paoe with its ennotments. It was stated’
in a debate the other day in behalf of bien-.
nial session of the Legislature, that: #the
British Parliament,” though it unites the
powers and funotions of Coogresa and. all of
our separate Legislatures and Coustitational
Conveotions, and manages half a hundred
colonies and a fourth part of the population
of the earth, does not pass aunually as many
" laws as the State of New Jersey.”” . -~
The same faot could, perhaps, be truth-’
fully afirmed of any other State. We donbt-
whether a greater number of bills were in~
trodated ‘in the last Congress, than in the
West Virginia Logislature. - R
Such an unlimited liberty for introdueing
and discussing bills makes legisiation expen-
sive and vexaticus, besides depriving meri-
torious and necessary measures of time for
maturo consideration. It requires as wuch
time and mouney to discuss a bad bill to death
as it doos to give a good one the diguity of
law. e o
There ought to ba a remedy for this, and
since everybody complaias of the evil and no
one guggests a remedy we feel oalled upon to
commit the unpardonable sin of making a
suggestion—of suggesting, indeed, a radical
innovation, : R
We would strike at the root of the evil,
which we couccive to be the unlimited ‘lib~
orty of introducing bills. _If there were not
too many bills there would not be too many
laws and too much time and money consumed
in making what laws wo need. The -reason
why tbe New Jersey Legisloture, or any
other, passes more laws annually than the
British Parliament, as stated above, is sim-
ply because Parliament has no auathority to

-4 originate billa;.. Take.away this- power from-
| our Legislatares and you spike the gun that

does the mischief, -’ ST )
Who would then control the intraduction
of billa, and’ whera would thay originate, if

not in tho Legislature? . G-

We would provide that at the time ap-
pointed for the elcotion for the Delegates to.
the Legislature every two years,there should
be elected threo able and experienced men,
one from each Congressjonal distriet, who
together should oovstitute what .might be
termed a legislative commission, and who |
sbould sit at the oapitol of the interim of the |
rogular sessions of the Legislature, and to |
whom tho whole people, including the Dele-
gates elect, should bave the right and: priv.
ilege of submitiing weasurea for legis)ative.
action.~" Thd duty 6f this commission-ghould -
be to examine and digest all such measures;
submitted by the people, and to frame such
of them as in their judgment were worthy.of
legislative action, into bills that would har-
monizo with existing faws, and to rcject any
that were unnnecessary or {rivolous, and the
billa thus matured by the eommission should
be submitted to the Legislature at its regu-
lar session for aotion, and should constitute
the basis of legislative work—or in other
words, the calendar should be already pre--

pared for them on assembling, and while the .

Legislatare should have the power to amend,
alter and otherwise revise or reject the bills
as prepared, they should be confined exclu-
sively to the consideration of the measures
submitted by the commission, without power

to originate or pass a bill with any other

title than that framed by the commission,

Tho funotions of the two bodies would of

course have to be aceurately defined under
comprehensive rules and regulations, whioh

would prevent any conflict of authority. We
only suggest the outline of the plan.

Sowe srrangement of such character would
havo the following advantages :

First, it would prevent the introduction of

a plethora of bills of a crude and useless
character, and yot - .

Scoondly, it would give the whole people
the same chance of introducing measures
that now belongs exclusively to members.

Third, it would avoid tho expense of

printing, discussivg and defeatiog -ill-con- .
ceived and unnecessary bills. ‘

Fourth, it would save. an enormous ox-
pense by shortening the sessions. -

Fifth, it would prevent the enactment of
loose and imperfectly drafted statutes. -

" Sixth, it would prevent a conflict of laws.

Seventl, it would avoid the neoessity and
expense of a frequent codification of the
statutes, and greatly diminish their volume.

Aund with many other advantages, like
every other good thing, it would be liable to
abuses. While it would be placing the powor
in the haods of three men to say what laws
should not be enacted, yet the more import.
aot fact, ol what measures should become.
laws, would still remain io tho hands of the
same body as now. And there are probably
no three men who would bo chosen to such

a position who would either have the incli.
nation or the motive for refusing to report a
bill upon any matter generally domanded by
the penple. If they should so defy public
sentiment, it could soon be corrected at the
polls, or a special power might be lodged in
the Legzislature, if two-thirds so ordered, to
direct the commissinn to report any bill that
was deemed of special importance. We leave
the suggestion, without further elaboration,
for tho delectation of any whom it may con-
cern. .. . - e
. SweerINnG DeMocnaTio - YICTORIES. —
The Washington *Post of the Sth instant
says: R "

* #The municipal elections held in various
Western cities yesterday resuired in peneral
Democratic victories. Chicago weot Demo-
_eratic for the first time in years, the whole
city tickot being elected by a majority. The
Demoorats also carried everything their own
way in St Louis, electing a msjority of both
branohes of the city council.” : :

The Lounisville Courier-Journal gives, for
its issuo of the 14th instant, 8 mammoth

newspaper printed in-the -United States—
well filled with intereating matter. .. . -

. In the United States Senate, on Wednoes-

day, Hoo. Wade Hampton appeared and was
swora in as a Senator from Somth Carolins,
taking tho modified oath. .. PENRTES
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