LA PLATA LYNCHING

Joueph Cocking, the Wite Murderer.

A NOB OF BASE BALL PLAYERS 0D 1T
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from the passengars on his train. It Is as
follows: *A base ball game was In progress
yesterday af‘ernoon at Hill Top, where the
Cocking tragedy occurred. and afier the
game was over the advisability of lynch-
icg Cocking was discussed in order to save
the county the expense of trying him. The
crowd was sober and was composed of some
of the leading residents of tne county, it is
sald. The tdea of lynching the accused
met with general favor, and as calmly as
if they were planning another base ball
game the lyncaing of Cocking was plotted.
After all arrangements had been made the
ball players dispersed and met again near
the jail at Port Tobacco shortly before
midnight. The lynciing party numbered

nd 1l were maskei.
ore. wumenu dresses 10 com-
. and it 1s sald several
men were with the mob. The rattle-trap
old Jall, 1n which Cocking was sonfineq, way
in charge of an aged colored man, who
Jas aroused and oruered to give up the
Keys.

Persuaded by a Revolver.

“He hesitated, but when a revolver was
thrust in his face he wzakened and prompt-
Iy handed them over. In ancther minute|
the jail door was unlocked and the mob
was inside. Cocking, wto had ..en awak-
ened by the noise outside, seemed to fully
comprehend the object of the mob’'s visit,
and crouched tremblingly in his cell. With-
out d:lay his cell was opened and he was|
dragzed out of the jail. He seemed almost|
stupefied with fear, and offered little or no
resistance as he was hurried to a little|
bridge over Port Tobacco run, a few hun-|
dred yards distant from the jail. A noosed
rope was produced and thrown over his
head and tightened about his neck. Hel
was then asked to confess. He refused and)
de he wvas innocent.

- 'Well then, 3ay your prayers, for your
time has come,’ yelled some one in the
crowd.

Would Not Pray.

“The doomed man also declined to pray,
and the end of the rope was then thrown
over the limb of a tree which overhung the|
run, and Cocking was pushed off the|
bridgs. The limb of the tree bent until his|
feet rested in the water. He struggled very
little and died of strangulation. After the|
lynching the mob quietly dispersed. Just
as the doomed wietch was about to be
pushed off the bridge, the rattle of car-
riage wheels was heard coming up the
road, and a detall of several men was sent
down the road to stop the newccmer. He
proved to be a traveling salesman gomng
from Hill Top to La Plata. He was the|
only witness, outside of the mob, to the
lynching. It is generally believed that the|
lynchers were excited after hearing of the
hanging of the negro murdsrer Ford at
Washington yesterday, and of Truss, exe-
cuted at Elkton, and \iulded that it ‘was
time !hat Cockln; should share their fat,

———
Death of Mrs. Frank Claudy.

The announcement is made of the death
in Chicagc after a long illness of Mrs.
Mary Catlin Claudy, the wife of Mr. Frank
Claudy, president of the Washington Saen-
gerbund. Mrs. Claudy was a woman of
many admirable and attract tive qull.ltle!.
and possessed a highly cultivated literas
taste and domestic virtues of a high ﬂr
gree. The news of her death will be a

great shock her very large circle of
friends in lhlu clt.y although she had been
ill for a long ti
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