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Picture. for- the §énate Chamiber.
We find in the Ballimoré Sun, of ‘Modday, 1he
following letter from New York, in'reference to
the Puiuting ordered by the last legislatare;
«The committee of the Leghlature of Mary~
land, of which Senator Hoffian, of- Baltimore,
is chairman, have recently contracfed with Mr.:
Edwin White, of this city, for the painting of
the great histogical pictute of* [Washington Re-.
signing his Commission, for which the legisla-
ture of 1856, on the augiversary of his birth,
appropriated $3,000. Many of the leading ar-
tists of the couintry, who had been invited to
undertake the work, were indisposed to contract,
for it, the limited compensation oficred not being
considered a sufficient inducement for thens to
abandon the more tucrative busiaess which they
are ab present enjoying. Mr. ,White, who al-
ready pussesses a high artistic reputativn, has
consented to undertake the work more from a
desire to increase his renown, than Trom notives
‘ul pecnuiary reward. He has executcd an ori-
ginal design, which has met the approsal of the
comtnitiee, and has sceured protographs of the
best portraits of the cotemporary historical char-
acters whom be designs to introduce into the
picture.  Mr. White proposes to devote himself
exclusively to the work, and will execate the
painting in Paris, He i to leave New Yorl for
that purpnse before the close of the present
mouth. The wrifer has been permitted whils
sisiting New York, to glance at the outline
‘sheteh and disfan which Mr. Whits Las made,
of this great event, and must confess to his ad-
miration of the grouping of the fisures and the
desian geuerally. The deep emotion of the old
continental sohlier who is gazng with suchmin-
gied respecs and devution upon his chief, as he
surrenders his trast, is a_subordinate feature of
the picture which is particulatly striking, The
few progenitors of the old Maryland families
who afe introduced iuto the picture, are fully
warthy of the proud place they occupy. The
sketeh, however, isyet imperfectly executed, aud
will probably be considerably modified ere the
painting i+ completed.
“Me, Wlito will, no doubt, enjoy increased

facilities for the exceution of his wark in Paris,
and will perhaps avail imself of the eriticims
and suggestions of the best artists of Burope,
who frequent that great capitol of art. {'e en-
sages in the task with his whole soul absorbed
in kis pictare, and our State will no donbt re-
ceive 4 panting from his hands which will be as
gratifying to its pride as to its patnotism. Mr,
White has given bonds for the completion of the
work in two years. Ile receives £1,000 in ad-
vance, $1,000 at the end of a year, aud $1,000
upon the completion of the picture. Ll is, §
unders*and, furthgrstimulated Ly the promise, if
the paiuting shall prove to be of eminent merit,
that an effort will be made to ohtain for bim an
additiona! compensation of $2,000, which will ;
then be Jess than the amount usnally paid for a
painting of that class, :

“The cilizens of Maryland are to be congra-
talated upon this patriotic action of their legis- |
lature, It was eminently fitting and pm[f.'r‘
that this heroic scene, having heen enacted upon
the suil of Maryland, and in the Senate Cham-
er of her Capitol, should be commenorated upon
the spot thus consecrated, and illustrated aod
perpetuated by tho highest cffurts of ark.

. - “J. W
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