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By DON WALLS

A formal tribute from the state
judiciary, the legal community
and local governments to the late
Joseph Sherbow 1s long overdue
Yesterday afternoon a portrait of
his likeness was presented by his
widow and children lo the Su-
preme Bench of Baltimore Ciy
and was unveiled during n cere
mony sitended by n large crowd
of friends, colleagues, and dis
tinguished peroes tom
business and gosvonment

The portrait by Dr. Vmanoet S
Glasser will be permanently ox
hibited 1in Room 534 -f Court
house Fast. A large collecine: of
portraits and photographs -{locii
judiciary from the past a-
ited on the fourth Noor
house West, The ke - porirae,
be presenied to the Suprems
Bench wns of Judee Emuory H
Niles in 1979 .

Mr. Sherbow died on ecember
16, 1979 after nearly 60 years «e
a major influence in various
phases of legislative reform. He
was known as an eminent feader
of "commissions” and “commit-
tees” and most of them were
identified by his name. One of the
lust "Sherbow Commussions™ he
headed was organized by uppoint-
ment from Governor Marvin
Mandel to investigate which gov-
ernment services should remain
locally financed ana which should
be taken over by the state. The
commission’s 1975 report recom.
mended the abolition of state
property taxes and the substitu-
tion of increased income tax.

Chief Judge Robert C. Murphy
of the state Court of Appeals wns
one of the dignitaries presént al
yesterday's ccvemony. At the
time of Mr. Sherbow's death 1t
was Judge Murphy who called
him “one of those legends that
will live on for a long ume He
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Mis. Sarg Sherbow poses teside the porirail of her hushand, the -ate Joseph Sherbow. wha was au assaciate judge '
the Supreme Bench of Ballimere “ity. Dr. Emasnuel Tlasser (right) is the artist cemm~issioned by the Sherbow family
to galal the portea? ~Hich will e 12rmanenlly exhibited 'n the Balimore City couri: uy-
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It owas during e voars b

tween 9344 a1 1952 wheon Jade
Sherbo o was an assooate of the
Suprenie Bench  and  earned

reputation as a crusader  who
often disregarded the judiciary's
tradstional role to demand re-
forms in the courts, the welfare
system and other branches of gov-
ernment. He was never tinud in
his eriticism for police when they
ignored certain taws, '
His help and advice were salict
tted by governors and ity
mayors, both Democrat and Re-
pubbean and s influenve ex.
tended from adnunistintions an
the 19205 through the 1870
While sitting o the Supreme
Bench, he ruled that the Maty-
lund Subversive Activitics Act —
known ax the Ober law — dented
consttutional (reedems. The dect-
ston. which gaited him natwenal
publicity, was later reversed by
the Court of Appeals but it had
rendered the act void ivr g ical
purpases. e w Loive veorady

coiitfen cut of
the courireom for more than 40
veurs, He o ciled for the elimina-
tion o oo apetitive jadicial elec-
nens od the creation of a 'ment
syee i’ for appointing Jus ges

He considered the methods that
gudicinl candidates vsed to raee
funds for campaigns to get elected
wis demeaning and out of charac-
ter with the jdiaal affice as
characterized 1in the constitution
which distingwished the position
for integrity, wisdom and sound
legal Knowledge. He saw it as
~vulgar that candidates had to
raise money for advertizing their
philosaphies by appearing con-
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cetantdy at pebiacal meetings, oys-

wor roasts erab fopsts, ete.

When Jade o Sherbow  finally
reitred fr.m Jhe bencto it was
breause "t > pay was oo low™ he
said. He returned to private prac-
tice in partonership with Edward
7 Shoo e Chortes M. Tatel-
baum, atter b2 lefl the
bench he was appanted speciy’
prosecutnr to .nvestigate the
. s«.ndahzed Department of
Eiprovent tecurr v He con-
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camitiniss one Liud s ey refuem,

dapoaber of secvices w i oty
aladiatate, seoutd geonces o] e
Uiators aw e was - pse “1 1o
be ope of the raost T oer (il
lnhbys Annapobs duning the
varly 1960s

He was knowr o {requently

scold people wha pinched pennies
for allacations to reform legisla-
tion that would revise the con-
stitution when he was a partici-
pant in the state’s 1967 Constitu-
tiomal ‘Convention.

“T-don’t think vou can put a
dollar value an good govern-
ment.” he sad. i

Mrs: Sherbow, in an :nterview
befure the ' ceremony, remarked
that. her husband's idea  werc
thead of thieir tiTne Decause many
»" Mis proposa's for reform and
SRVISIoN were eventually adupted,

" The portraiy which waok almost
a year t» somplete was pn idea
that. Mrs. “herbow decided on
~00r. «fter her husb: nd's death

"I wanted io de sumeihing thai
would perpetuate his wonderful
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life and at first I thought about
having the history of his. life
written but it would have taken
too long and the idea of a portrait
seemed better and especially be-

cause it would be able to hang in
the courthouse,” she said.

Mrs. Sherbow recalled a story
her husband often told and one
which was recorded as an oral
history for the Jewish Historical
Society.

"He came from a very poor

-family and was obliged to sell

newspapers to help. They lived
somewhere near the courthouse
and as a child on the way to pick
up his papers he would pass the
building. He was fascinated with
wondering who were all the im-
portant people that were behind
the windows. When he found out
they were lawyers he decided he
wanted to be one of them. He
worked during the day and went
to school at night and despite all
the financial hardships'in his
family he never gave up the goal
to be a person who belonged in-
side the courthouse. He became a
brilliant lawyer and 1 know he
would want to be remembered by
having his portrait there,” she
said.

She said Mr. Sherbow did not
sit for the portrait. Dr. Giasser. a
member of the family, composed
the facsimile from photographs
that included one which had been
taken when Mr. Sherbow was an
influential participant “in_the
Cohshtuuonn\ Convention 12
years before his death.
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