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Shifting through the papers piled
a halfdoet deep en her desk, Beau-
champ pulled out one such book,
entitled “Bread Givers.” Written by
a poor Jewish immigrant named
Anzin Yezierska, the book about the
hardships of New York City faborers
was a best-seller in 1920,

“0Of course you haven't heard of
it.” Beauchamp said, smiling, in re-
sponse to a question.

[gnorance about women’s {itera-
ture is nothing new to the prolesyor,
And neither is academic derision of
the subject.

Beauchamp  said
cunnot count her eourse,
Literature,” for eredit toward an
finglish degree — even though the
class iy almost shesys avoroneollod

ZWhy? Well, becase_the entire
acadernic establishment is run by
e, and they are interested in their
experience,” Beauchamp said mat-
terof-fuctly. “In their minds, the
storles and {ives of women are pe-
ripheral. That's why vou've uever
hegrd of halt of the hooks 1 teach.”

Beauchamn, born and raised

that  students
“Women in

“Ann Arbor, Mich., carned her ) ach-

efor’s and mastec’s degrees 1o Bng-
lish from the University of Michigan.
She earned her doctarate from the
University of Chicago in the early
196Dy, )

“Tdidn't e one femate pmtwv

sor bl Twent to Chicago,” Beau-
champ  remembered, “and bekeve
N, DY ONe WS tr;\«i\m;{ women's

Viterature.

Flor dowTivil diesertntion, a ois-
cuission of el voysio An-
fony and Clenpaten story, indivectiv
sparked  her iberest in women's
studies. Whitle doing researely fov the

e of the

thesin, she read ahbout the Comutess
ol Penthroln, o [7th contury trans.
[ator,

“1 (h*virim| winted to write o bis
ography of ~the - countess” Bean-
champ saisd, “But w)u*n Tt down to
start 1, 1 oreatized 1 dida’t know
single tact about the ?h es of women

duving the Renalssance.”

She set ahout educating herseil by
gy out Me-known books and
vecords by and nﬁmm women
finding manv e the University of
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d Profewor YVirginia Beauchamp has dedicated her career to studymg many of the women hxstory has neglected.

Mary)a'nd's McKeldin Library, A few
vears Jater she started telling her
students about her discoveries, and
in 1972 she was appointed to a uni-
versity comipittee considering eatab-
lishment of & Women's Studies Pro-
gran,

When the program was approved,
Beauchamp — who has yet to write
the  countess’ bmgmph} — was
made the first <‘nordimxt<)r “I blazed
a wait nto the wild blue vonder, as
it were,” she said.

Par the past two vears, the pro-
fessor has led stiidents through in-
tensive semesters of oririnal research
abaut Marviand women, Under her
divection, students have disgovered
S2vear-old Grace Yaukey, sister of
Pearl Buck and an auther v her
own right until she retived ta @

Lpuaker vommunity i Saady Spriog,

several years age; Baltimaore Lvening
“Sun reporter Carol Wharton, who
eovered World War I for the paper
wntil peace returned Ger to the so-
clety page; ated Nebraska-bory Adel
'St;um\ the first dean of women at
the university’s Collewe Park cum-
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~ daughter -

. based Jones wrote “All
of a-Lady” (1944} -“Date with Death™

" viously

i‘f{d- 3_

.

emm@g

“pus, who retired shortly hefore her

death in the 1960s.

“The pomt of the course i3 to de--
fine women's culture” by anshyving
forms of writing and verbal expres-
sion often overlooked by traditional

scholars,” Beauchamp - said, addin“ :
that_she directs her students

most of whom, are women — tnward

different genres of literature because .

“many women- were not writers, but
speakers,” T L
“ As an example, Beauchamp cited
Anna Ella Carroll a woman from
Marytand'senstern ghore who gérved

“88 o military strategist for the Union

forces during the Civil War,

And Henrietta Szold, a rabhi's
from  Baltimore who
founded Had 'xccah, the infernational
Jewish ™ women's organization, in
1910,

And Harriet Tubman, the famous
black woman from the state’s east-
ern shore who guided many slaves to
gafety in the North before and dur-
ing the Civil War.

And Zenith Jones, a 20th century
author oL 80 best-seliing  deteptive
novels, most of which hore male pen
names. Under the names Leslie Ford
and David Frome, the Annapolis-
tor the Love

{1949), . “Murder  in  Maryland”
(1960) and dozens of others,

While her students uncover pre.
unrecognized marylmd
women like Yaukey, Wharton ﬁrd
Jones every semester, Beauchamp is
busy chronicting the Prestons. A
New York literary agent is looking at
the first eight chapters of her bock
about the family. Fortunatelv for thé
protessor, the Preston  women
recorded almost every aspect of their
lives for three decades.

Beauchamp selected” one of her
favorite pagsages {rom Mudge Pres-
ton's diary and read it out aloud: -

April 16, 1865; The news of Lin-
coln's assassination was cmz,‘;’rrr:?d
together with that of Seward an
his son. The Secretary is not ("uax’
buet it is !/IH’UJ‘ that o cannot five
long, There seems to & a wonderfed
Exeitement in the oty ard clse-
where — b fear i will leed to great
troubles and wisery. Thede and 7
reached  hame just at sundown.
Thede and T played ohess, i(é'm‘

The discussion of Lincoln's death
beside that of a chess nanme, Bea-
champ =ajd, 'w\hnt teaches tis abient
the Lives of Maryland's v
nmen, .

Chey were remarkable,” she said.
"OF course thay ware ol ditlovens.
And yet they all had so nuueh conr-
ace.” :
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