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!IOWARD OOOPEB. HANGED.

nnurnol JAIL AT TOWSOX.

l_;!lunsn BY A PARTY OF MASKED
> MEN.

Emaftectunt Riferts to Save the Privoner
~The Last Words of the Crimvimal.

Towsox, Md., July 18.—Howard
Cooper, the anlored man who assaulted
Miss Kate Gray, April, 32,1885, in &
woods near her father’s house, and
about six miles from this place. was
taken from the jail here this morning at
gne.o'closk A s -tree but.s

» | few yards distant-from-his cell.

Just before midnight little squads of
e were seen moving abont town.
They avoided observation, wore disgulses
of various kinds, and all had on masks.
Oneof themn was observed . to havea
bundle-under his jacket, anud on being
questioned about it waid, Ianghingly,

“{“Feel it, 1t ia & cravat for Howard.™"

Ononmlnnﬂonit‘?medto be-eoﬂot
atout rope.
Thaese various parties shortly combined

.| and went out the rode lsading to Charles
we { 8troef avenue, and awaited the coming

ofthe meu except from tha vicinit,y of|
the outrsge. -

-Half an hour latera’ hommn cama
up that roasd 1o Towson, sud, after in-

A Detersmined Attack Upsw the gail~

feat or apperent -anxiety. He wasa led
out over the debris of the brokew door,
and atepped gingerly sud carefully Ir, the
uncertatu light, 8o as to avold a fall.

Immediately on reaching the jail yurd
there was 4 demaund by the crowd that
he should be examined by those who
knew him well, to be sare that he wa
the right men.

After having uadergone this scrutiny
those {n charge started off with bim on
# run to the neareat tree, but wers agoin
haltedtby cries that aome of their party
had been detained and shut np in the
fatl.

A delegation went bwk and saw that
all of theit party were literated, and
the hanging was speedily effected.

not, beiq& Inore than seven feet from:}
gréum‘
the tree Cooper sald: “Youute not o~
ing to-take me up there and 16t me ﬁwp,
are you."

No one paid much attention to' him or
his queations. All were occupied in get~
ting him swang off as soan as possible.

anlly‘ just as the end of the rope
wag thfown overthe limb, he said in a
coneiliatory voice, s if e’ wanted to
part friends with thein all, “Well, you
have got Cooper baven’t you ?—Gogd-
b’e."

AB the-last words left his lips the long
1ibe of men commenced to pull on the
TOpe, 1% closed about bis ueck He was
polied oft the ground.
‘In an instant or twe ﬁm head was in
Sgntisct with the limb; and his feet bat
a foob distant from the ground. .

A proposition to Are into the body
made, but the -commander objected and-
cried, ‘“Let no one go near that body oo’
pain of death, Tie the rops about the
body of the tree and come away."” :
¥Tha tynchers stayed about, the place tor
some time to be certain that no one in-
tertered with the body or cut it doyn
Later in the morning pistol-shots “wers
Bred into the swinging remains by those]th
who still lingered aboat the #pot. .

Sherift Knight and. watehman Nelson
came out_snd viewed the Sorpse. Said|
one ot ‘those who had partinipated in the
iynehing, “Mr. Knikht, we have saved
you the trouble ol hmm this’ mu.
dn] ” .

The news of the panging: lprend md 1 3
crowd colleeted acd rbmained tear the
body swaying in the ‘wind. When the
men entered Cooper's tell he said ‘to
them ; *“Yon aln' got Cooper.” . This is
|wivet made some of th, men so ‘snxiods
to'‘have him identmad betore ha waa
| ianged. T

__Bherift. ngbt. nml 4he night wntch.
man, N , werethe only male persona
abbnt the jail except the prlnouem. The

Coy

The ficst tree reachied was the one une:;J

ity 1o i)
e T 2408, Unllad

oD the ground that the jury laws in oper- .

to the'soena of the ontugoand hang or
burn him. Bome honys -after be arrived
at the central station two dJifferent

“| crowds of strange men called Lo “identi~

ty?  the prisoner, buc they were -not
peimitted to see him, aid later they had
to be ordered from the place, Ir.hwp-
posed they intended to Kill him thér. '
Cooper was promptly indicted by the

case was removed on his- motion Lo Bal.
timore eity for trial. Willlam George
Weld and A, Robinson Whita, twa
youog *mewmbers of the Baltimore bar,
who -wers assigned by Jndge
caunsel tor (ooper afier two -
yers had deciined the defense, madeap- -

{ plieatioa- for the removal .of the cass
trom the Criminal Court-of - Baltimora -

ation-in the counties of Maryland dis. .
criminate againat colored men in v(ou-
tion of the fourteenth amendment to'the
constitution of the United States, The
application wss retased. . The trial took
place in the Criminal Court of Baltimore
Clty, May 20, resulting i & werdict of .
guilty withont the jury. leaving the box.

Oua the next day, May 31, Judge Wm. A,

His counssl sued out & wrib of exror on.
the ruling of the court in refusing the

Appeals afirmad the raliag in [ opinxn
delivéred June 28. .
Gov. Lloyd signed Cooper’s’ Qenh-
-warrant June 29, sppointing July 81 for
&Eecuuon On Jupe #b &sopu-w
moved from the Biltimore: cify “all;
where bé had beep kept, since Yhe marn.
iag after bhis capture, to Tomtmm. :
The. prisoner was five feeteeven inches
bigh.” He appeated 10-be abant myuu
ol age, though be declared:that he was-
ooly 17. Though: Sim, be wis wriry and
capable of much’ phynﬁll enduragce. .

that be beat her forfun. - - :
The efforts of Measrs. deandm
to corry the caseto the United Btates -

The same gueatibns would baye bean_
pressiited to the Supreme Conrt -of the
Uaited States which wers  argued. in the "
Caurt ot Appeals, These queations are
two, the frst ba!ug whether. or not there
18 disoriminaci st color
the Marfland - law governlngtho sore-
moning of grand jurors: in, Baltimore'
county; and aecond, whatbet the counsel
assigned todefend” the prisonar mdw -
ngh& to plead in .b.u}mont, not'ith-
standing the fact that aplea of not
gty msmmﬂor the priwurmg"n
counsel were migned him. The plea'in,
abaternent - -was offered “on thc theory
that irr cti othtsta hw.thm -

tamily-of snmn Kuight, d tics and
chiliren, ware the only onel in the dwel-
1ing portion of the edlfice
The jail i a- smnig, “heavily.built
structare of.stons,’ sufronnded by & high
board fence, situated about & quarter of
a mile southweet of the town, and in
aight of the Micyland Central Raifrobd.
It ia about t.ho he-t. of the couuty sms fo
Maryland. . .
. HSTORY-OF TEE cnm:.
Cooper’s‘crime was one of the worst of
its kind ever petpetut«! in Maryladd.
His victim was Miss Eave Gray; daugh- i
ter of Mr. D, C. Gray, who realdes mid-
way betwsen Bockisnd Mills and Pikes.

isacinal dlscrimination against golobed”
wen in the sslection of jurors in. Baltd--
morecounty. Mr, Weld sald the effect
of  favosable. decision in the Snpnmn
Courton the Arst question weuld result
{n the case being sent back for anew in.
dictment and trisl. 1f the sepond prop. -
osition of the defense wwre sustained,’

ment alveady found. Nelther question .
hul any” bearingon the merits of the .

.thmcntbu.—-su
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Stewart sentenced Cooper 10 Lo hong. -

application for removal,. The Court of =

oase, but the'sppenl would hnn delnydd.
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He admitted the asssult .ok uﬁm L
and said ‘be did 1t for devilment, wad’
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Dna

in jostice to your family, that yoi give
the acoundrel Cooper up wlthout a dis.
turbanee or, fight.

. Shenift Knight replied. “I am sworn to
to protect’ hlm. I.shall do my duty.
'You will néver ‘get 'him from me. If
you take hlm‘gut.ot Iho jall, you do it by
-| forceé and iﬁq\m of the)? — . .

There was ng'moye talk - or- l;nmnt
The bat oﬁ he,YBui Whs comunienc.
od on thd 'y nnd ﬂndly\_‘l‘g bruka
ln with & orash
;' The event m annouunod by the noise
and by tke Jond orying snd wailing of
the Indieh of: B! Knigh¥'s housebold

in the of the :
When | "PPT"' in theJail
they at onbo commencod fning the

cells for Cooper.

Shexiff Knight still refused to give up|
bis keys, and crowbars were  thesimple.’
ments used on iocks by wrelahhg them.
The night wajchman, Henry Nelson,

| was choked and mbed to another pert

of the building bécsuse he interferred
with the search for Cooper.

This search was pmvlhotlvo of much
anxiely, and it continued s long that
many, of thoss e, in it ochme to the
conclusion that Cooper had  been taken
to Haltimore or \nu hid In- the sherift’s
house.

Seareh was'made in the bushes sur-
roundln; the bailding.

* The men.were fast getting out of pa-
tienoce, nnd about to commances a search

nun-unn.'n
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"SpArtioents; | reao!
'Imnm unknown person “in- the jail
pointed outn cell, in which ooopu was
‘found.

" It was the cell in which he had bun
oonfined ever sinoe his arrival. at . Tow.
son.

The lovk was swashed, sud alter I
delay of aboat ten minutes Cooper was
Hed out with tho hhl rope lbont his
‘neok,

'l'hempu WA’ mnul out m full

to pull him alodg.
s | His hands wers pinioned behind his haek,

e D B T

Jengib,and-probably-forty-men-had-hold |
L otltuuu'ouunqnin almtoﬂort

took her in the county, road ubout 800
yards from her father’s houss, and ‘after
beating her, dnzged her into the depths
ofa thiuk. dark woods, .Here he kept
lier, for about three: houu, making re-
peated assults upon her. Miss Gray, who
isabout 20 years of age, is of strong build,
though only weighing 120 polmdn apdshe|
totight him vigorously, and 'left marks
uponhls head and face made by a stone
with wiich she strock him. At'the mo-
ment finally when Cooper was about to
dispatch Miss Gray with a club he 'u
frightened oft by the appearance of one of
Mr, Gray’s dogs on the scene. - A trail of
blood extendirg 200 yards through the
woods, gave evidence of the terrible or.
deal t.hrongh which the young lady had
It was some days after the out.
before she was pronounced out of
danger by her phyaician,

The crime was commitied on the af-
ternoon of April'$, and Cooper was. not
caught until the night of April 8, though
he wasmost astively hunted throughvut
Baltimore ‘county, and especislly in the
focality of the crime. He wasdiscovered
hid in a bars ; hisl Imndq were tied behind
his back, and he was mayhed to Towson'
scroas the country. Before the jail was
reachad a halt was made and one of the
party went forward and made arrange-
menti, 8o that the inmnd oftizens might
not selze the prisoner and execute him on
the spot., The néws. ofOooper‘-nuu
‘bad spreid, aod - before his captors
Teachad the - 'hmm
crowa of fully 800 armed menvonﬂme
demanding of Sheriff Knlght bis surren.
{der to: them. They had scarcely .besn
satisfied tMCoom was not in the jail
and withdrawn, when the pqty “with

veds—Thie-oulprit—was-takers|

Oooper-arri

Anto e fall, bub I le than Ayeminutes
Bheriff Knight and. Dngnl.y Ristean
started to take him to Baltimcre by &
cireuitous route. . They reiched the cen-
tral palice station with him ' After two

-As-M—-He-was -saved by

sction from lynching at that time. It
was - the tntention of ihe Baltimore

the hifstnds, fathers, soms and brothers
of Baltimors Gounty bronght to juatice
the black brute, Howard Cooper; whojo
April Inst committed a flendish and re-
répeated cutrsgs on Miss Katle Gmy,
the daughter of a respectable farmer of
the neighborhood, Mr. Daniel C.. Gray.
The peoplé of the vicinity exbibited the
most conmmendable forbesrance under
the exasperating circumatances, until
the repeated-delaya in -the mtch!nlry of
the law, the appeal to the. Maryland
Court of Appull, and; last, the m
nation of . Cooper’s counsel to ean’y'-ln
cage to the Bupreme Court of ‘the United
States, cansed forbearance: to cease 0 be
a virtue. The party had been .fairly
tried and ‘convicted according vo the
forms of law,and sentenced to be hanged,
%0 there was no-lynching of a postile
innocent party, without trial or ‘defesce.
Ot course, no 6ne will deny that it would
have been bettar had the sentence of the
aw been carrled out-and- Oooperhnpll
by the Bheriff. But the technieal delays’
and the evident.disposition to evads the
puulnhment Aeserved, manitested by the
‘counsel in-behalf of thetr clisKE, had their'
nataral effect when the band of - -repate-’
ble citizens marched to the Towson jall
and conveyel Goopar thence to the noar.
eat troe and loft.uw, onlnhh npp-l
case swinging from .

. We have no plthu with the' dlu
 gogical, bypooritioal plpln that pro-
tend to criticite the setions of men who
mmmmmm bR
riers. in defense ‘of the homor of their
households. We wosld Dot insult sush
men and their families by Mnln‘ an’
lpolm n)r their manhood. .
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