TOWNSEND COOK’S FATE.
e e o] i
DETAILS OF THE RXECYTION.
PROMPT PROCEEDINGS IN LYNGE LAW.

The Assault on the Jail at W inster.
and the Hanglng of Mra, tt's As-
saflsnt—Unavalling Intervention of
Att G ]} RBoberti at
the Fatal Oak—The O s | [Enqg

i 1sl Disnatoh 1o the Baltmore San. |

‘W RSTMINSTER, MD., Juns 2:-—A iit}le blaok-
board was hune sutside the Wes Mary-
land Rafirond ptation in Westminster some-
time before daylight this morning|/with the
~ bulletin: . i

“Caok, the colored ravisher of Mre. Knott, was
' iynched Rera at 1.3 a'tlock this wol . He con-

| fesscd bis orimo.” ) . le
The information waa not new to ny, for
| 1t was generally knpwn throughout ths pur-
rounding country that Townsezna Gook, col-
ored, who bad brutally assanited Mrs. Carrie
V. Koott last Batyrday at her hothe on the
county road leading from Mongt Airy to
i Watersvilie, two miles from the latter placs,

was haoging dead'and half paked)from the
Hmb of & white osk treec on th¢ farm of)
' Thomns Stevensan. one-half mille from
- Springmiil Btation, on the WesterniMaryland
road, aud one and one-half miles from West-
' minator. i
| The prisoner wes taken from|jall here
- ghortiy after ope o'clock by an drmed and
' masked posse, pumbering, according o the
l calmest estimates, at lesat forty ynen, wha
battered down the doors of the F;inon. set
cured Bherilf Georgo A. Shower | and then
raided ce)l No, b, in whioh Cook wad confinod|
A rope was slipped around the culprit's nnckj
then he was dragged into Court qtreet an
lifted {nto a two-horse covored wagon, whion
was driven rapidly sway in the direction of
the Liberty-streot roed. Aa hour( later baif
of the town, eome on horseback,| many ot
{oot god nota few Ariving sabstantia) toams,
were traveliag in tue directian of ‘the lynch-
ing geene, where a ghastly corped, with twg
buller wounds in the back of the head, swung
with pendulum-like motion in the fresh.
iweet morolng breeze. Every oop. save.thé
 officers of the law. seemed Dlegsed, none
’ more 80 than the colared people,/who were
' outspoken and even vehement in thelr
 denunciations of Cook. SBomé of the
| pooplo Bay thac the lynchers bad a fair
representation of men of color among them:
This, bowever, cannot he substaptiated, as
the wholearrangement for the degdiy errand
was o carefully planned and tbeeguucipnnq
80 cieverly bidden by binck calico masks,
Wwhich enveloped face and neck, fthat thosp
with whom they had dealings nrel unable to
idenify them. 1tiaan acceptsd {fact, how-
ever, that the majority of the ralders came
from the vicinity of Maunt Afrey
The raid was wholly unexpectpd. though
Sherift Shower acd hia deputieh, John A.
Mackintosh and Israel Zebrs, wit[xnnumbdr
of oitizens, had taken ampie pressutiona for
the safety of Cock on Saturdey and Sunday
nights. They heard 1t satd he would likety
be taken from their custody onjona or the
oiher evenior. For a time the plan was con-
ceived to lock Deputies Macli ntogh and
Zabra with the colored man in one of the
fire-proof vaults (n the courthouse. This
‘was abandoned because i guiep and order
that reigned uatll midoight seemed to wai-
rant'the belief that no attack would be maaqe.
Everything was as still a3 a funeral housg,
A pig dright moon, with 18 Rulil Fays, UL up
every nook and corner, and madé it appe
foolhardy in the eyes of the watchers for a
gung to attempt violenca I they br)
detacted. . ]
8heriff Shower and hiz friends ted un
13 o'clock, bat no visitors called on theth.
With good-natured remsriks agd a meryy
laugh over whas they considerdd uoneces
sary vigliaoce the oomp;n! peparated, the
sberiff going to his bed and the
others 1o their respeotive homes.| Mr, Zsbra,
‘who. like Mr. Maokintosh, also dops constabie
duty, was appreneénsive of danger. Esrlibr
in the night he gawa di hiwhich foi-
mated that the jail would be basieged. Be
eral times he tried 't get telaphpne commii~
nication with Mount Airy to a taig tl
Teeling 1n that looglity, but failed to wet cop-
nection. This more than ever {aroused Hia
suspicions. Both ‘he and Mackfntosh knaw
Bherlft Shower to' be » man of undoubisd
coursge, who would, a8 loug ad Able, defend
his ebarge. They were, sonsequently, anj-
tous to be on handl, Zsbra wex
roafl telegraph office aad quve ing
the i

tobb it
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1 norses a8 they turned out of Liberty stréet
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T8, advance in tho diregtion d
Jourt straey, in the rear of the courth

ouar blycks away. Not a word og
orsamoen. They followed thal
he precielon ot a well-drilled o
nand. Thbey wheeled well, g
ctiope wars governed by tha}
liroctions of the one in front.
nade for the jail on a dead
ild Beabrooke. Bafore they

bolr dastination ellent ridey

ide them and compelled
1alt. In the coolest possible
itrangers dismounted and told
t would not be healthy for
further. Maokintosh, at the
volver, was headed towards
mnde to dccelerate hls spesd
tion. He wes evidently recod
ot the officers of the corporatiof
who wae n ot a total strange:
few ot (hom cailad his name,

the jall oo
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r loaddr with
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iprotestad  for

awhile until ane ot the gang 8|

appad bim in

tha mouth. He attemptad to resent, buti the

gilstenind barrels of a dozea
nlm to change his mind.

- By thie time Mr. Zebra was ©on hig wa

?huola caused
to

the jall. #e got as far as the »#oodgn ling
which soxrounds the struciurd whda bo |was
baited. Thougli he gave it oy} that he wds a
friend, the vigilaotes would npt permit him
to advance o step. In the m4anwhile they
threw ocut pickets, who lined: Coutrt street
from the office of Attorney-Generdl Charles
E. Roberts to the jafl, two Rundred rda
away. Groapsof Westmins poople 8
around bowerless and covered by the
weapons of the pousse, some af whom were
now on foot. .

The remainder of the story ip best told in
the words of gentlemen wno fighired ‘con~
apicuously in the affair. Tola BN corre-
apondent Bheri® Bhower )?ld: 1t | was
nor later than 1245 o'clock when roe
‘men westing dominoes came Yp thp ste of
my dwelling, which 18 in frqnt of the, jati,
One of them rapped on the ddor, and I went
to & window to ses who it w. I! tafldd to
recognize either ot the party.

‘What do you wagnt? The lesder rep
‘We want to ket in,’ I sald toithem, ‘Gq
meun, it 18 impossible: you :canaoot g
*Well,! gaia they. “we will burp ths Jail.
ghead.’ I anawered; ‘your'll have to do that be-
fore | will aurrender any prisquer.’ At that
the speaker of the trio blew(a whiatle, and
instantly 10 or 12 men sim!ilariy/disguised came
into the yard. The spokesme;
to guard the jali on the sides o
one could escape. He Instrucy
to selze beavy pieces of timbhey
the front yard and commende-
the dwelling door, which is
entrance to tha iaﬂ. a8 YO
through my haliway to reach th
obeyed him without & word.
.work of, a Tew minutes until

& in nnad the crossbar-shivered

8, My wife and family were
alarmed. 1 ald not walt tojqnietthe
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‘toild higa 1 did mot have
X me to the front
revolver tc my head threatd
bratas out it 1 aid not give up tha
only ahswer was for them lohl
would never at the coat of ny1if : {
trust. [We parleyed fur at iésas Aftes:
utes, until finally a tall fellofr‘éame o)
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b oy lad me then he eorrid
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snylone | thought there wpgid 1.
rbﬂ,,iu- dut’uti'.-o .teIaung-in the Jockliry |
yhiph, it ohsoked 1d time, mixnt nov reatigio '}
:ny[.hm k sérions, : Later inthe dny I
thet, Wi i Seaple ware wiking
| {whidh {nafoarad their intentid)
'ng axyiatance.tola mob it the. Jajl
& 1 xeﬂ.‘\,'l:ulhmm me. soliolto! -lw-,[:
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tiao

aewod my-cautlgn . to the sbord, stor-

¢ay, bowever, I cogsidered the worst fiver.

and 80 1 et Julige Smith, who vofndided f,

- in m{h liel.i| We:poth were of the opdolon |
o .

that thals ‘the paaple had ppent; (leblf, -
mm%ﬁiﬂi: Hng was quietad. lfJ
Bherift |Bhowenr cass any. violenos'

¢ | ! me, no the] ',
Jwas a mormming by my wife,who |
Eald 8 ons w. dly for . X
Sk ba e i form e Of toer
b 0 came 1o inform me of thy ]
1a Hurriedi :&m went into the street. |

B

Before I had travdled ffty yards fourmen :
with drawn :evzuv%nh and wearioz do Rk

called bn me.to stind. From one'ofiiiem .|
came the query, ‘Friend or fosr ‘A 4,
10 be sure.” waamy return of the txtjon,
Without expl or y they ¢id
on me, and one gentieman. with apparedtia-
d\cmdeg:puahod long pistol-barrel nst
my thryat, After |I had brushed it down I
said, 'Gant.len_ne% on koow me. I am:|your
Chariés B.| Hoberts; attornay-genpral

2

friend,
of this Btate, 1oome to you
yourselt.’” i

**Ob yes! we know you Mr. Boberts,’ ithey
apawerbd, “and we voied for you, but {Ha:’s
mo!r;hef'mnuer. we do not need aay{pro-
teotion !

*‘Yeatyau dg, Bafore tomorrow's
sot you wiil rumag this. For Heaven's ppke,
gentlemen. consider your actioy, You
88 wellas Tdo thAt if you take that
and kfll bim you aye commitLing murde

“*That's all,very well. one of them
up, "we pave our wives and;daugh
protect.”

“ ‘1 grant that,' T answered, 'but the(y
thing You are about punishing this nej
it what you are dcing—viclating the
taking into your gwn hands the syprenis
thorlty vedted only in the courta.’” Thijjrea-
soning had souis effect, for the man with! the
pistol s unaomto:tnb%yl olose toms exel q
in reseauriog words, *We are frianda of ydurs,
Mr. Raberts,’ :

. .
* *Well if you are,’ I coutinued. ‘Do ngt be
gulity of murder.” !
" ‘What do you want to do?
“Iduaire 10 get kA far asthe jail
Sherift Shower.” .
***Gaonf I did g0 and pot close enad h to
ses Mr. Shower 1a the bands of his captors;
when I was compoelled to halt again.! Thiz
time my {nterigcutors ware more det: ned.
‘Though they Xoew me and spoke my bame;
still they refusad to listen to mly pleading-
in bebalf of the established [aw. Th
reasoniog wasyiven by one who said ‘wha
the use of talking, we have no safety fuf our
wives and duugﬂterl. Only today sngther
colored man outreged a litile white girj{nea>
Poplar Sprioga. 8 must protect our|own
and we are poipg :to do it, law or no law)’ **
*I ber of you not. The taw ts yourionls
ﬁumﬂnbm meand ol aveneiog your ngE.
a0d this nearo’ over to me and L Wil ses
that he gets o trisl fair, aquare, aod Kt the
same time satisfactory to you. He will be g=
certainly huog as if you do L. You i{hink
thia lynebing s terribie punishment,; [How
much more would bs the suffering| anc
misery if Cook were conviated and mane te
live for & time in dread of the fate which
awaited Him. You know I bave juat retyrnac
from Annapaiis, where I went to pouL.
Coo\yer. the Baitimore county ravis er’r
“Yes.” interposed ong of the party; [“anc
what'a dooe with'him? He's got two ia
faolihg with his, case until we don‘t‘jmow
wbhat'e #0in® 10 Le done with bim."
*Dao ba caim, genuameu‘." T replied. You
Calm delfd

are now in ation
wiser, You oan then see how mors effpotu-
ally you will serve your purposes by iistep-
ing to ma. Toey would not and throsd

away,
away, followed by the mob. Xor thd fArst
time | renched the jail and went in ) B8
Bheriff Shower, who had been raleased,”
Attornay-Gaaerat Bobertsa thinks the task.
e numbersd AIly. Hesays they werd grned
booting weapone gloy from & pheap
toy pistol toa tormidableColl’s DAVY T lvar.
They ware well [drilled and executed|
silently and with such celerity thes th|
the samiration of wnome who wi thelr
wesneuvers. Th was oo loud or b
langusge, little, i soy, cursing, and pprfeat
obedienca, They took entire of
;Oourt street from Mr, Roberis's to
the Jail. When Cook wai &sours, the horse-
men tode on a gallop to Main street, thence
to Liberty streell to the scene of the ynob- |
ing. {Before ing Liberty strees
the number fired the signai shot £o
8hower's guards! to release him. T

e
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]

awakened Statels Attorney David N/ Hepn-
niog, who rusides on Main street. Sofije one
op the sid 1k hurriedly eh: d to hjm tha
Tacts of the ocpurrence.’ He atongq com-

menced Lo do the best ha could.
‘was spproxohing 2 o'olock.

- Constable Zg¢hes got & posss snd
the maskerfs oyt Liberty sirest. W

w

came up with vigibje tracks of them daylight
was falntly strugxling io the east. Mj Dra
fauny four & Heaaw the fre gns
of horass’ hoots plong thie road,land tollowed
them until within ons-half mile of
mill Btation, dn the Wastern Marylsyd Raili-
ad one and one-half mil Waeat- |
mjoster, oo the. Ridge Roadl| Hotd ia the
‘t:nm guare of Mr. ) @ land |:
\ug sad b
. A ghort di from &hemldi leﬂald
‘Doar TP B Sl
et 1A Koo e B e was bis pants, . His.
ek shicr, o in: ribbous, - from
bis waist in the wind. Down bisba !
a thick stream qf blood, which thd thas
parfof the ropg oo the back of his nbok, and
cantioued 1o Bi4 hive, where 1t was 4 by
bis tiotheq. At the base of the(tree were




& thick stream of blood, which saturdted thau
part of the rope an the back of his nepk, and
continued to his hips. where It was sogked hfv
bis ciothed. At thobase of the treefwoe B8
coat, veat and hat. The marks a horwu
haoofs were all over tho eround. Arphad hig
neck waa a stout piege of clothesline &nd
hitchiog strap. Tneowe were tied to mlbaltwor,
which in turm wag fasrensd 10 sDother pleco
of rope, the whole depending fr [ dng
chafu, which waa wrapped around thpr LUmb o
the tree. Copk’a head was at least fen feet
nm the boughb., It was evident th+ ope of
e maskers climbed the tree, made!firm the
knot in the chain, and after Cook wns{ia mid-
air shot bim in the head, as tho ballk had a
dowpward tendoncy through the scsip.
Constadle Zebra was the first on k o Bpot.
With a nall holding 1t to the trunk of the tree
wag & natrow slip bf paper, not over 4n inch
wide and probably four inches long} | It waa
folded dooble. Un one side were ijd words,

in serawling’handwriting, “Ha his
orithe.” Mr., Zebrs took p« of the
vaper. Whan the paper waa it wag

toen that it wus a straightout of & Yijl head.
in the left upver corner, printed in | fuk, was
thehead. “Law Offlce of Miltan Uroper,
Frederick, Md.” Below ap, la bola
writing theas wordm
“H. H. Dom—w
Watersy— H
Enclosed— o
oeipt—"" )
Then came detached words a%letturu

whion had beéen cut from the b of the
originai manuscript, which was evidently a
raceipt for money oollacted. The iore 18in
the possession of Mr. Zabra,

Constabls Mackintosh cama alosg with =
wagon. He got Mr, Jobn Thompsdn to cut
down the body, aad reserved th

! ropes and huchinz strap. 8u \y
thers was such & demand oa him fdr pisces
of the rope tnat he had to put ft

- pleces and distribute them, Justide Crap-
ster, detng corcoer, awore {n & jury, Mtiton

Schaeftsr, forpman, who, after vieWwing the

remalos, adidurased to the oourthjouse to
awalt the pdat-mortem examinapipn. The
corpse wea placed in a wagon oa allitter of

Atraw, ARnd under the oare 0f Jloastable

Mackintosh oonveyed to the

where Ductors James P. Summers
field K. Fringer examined the Body. The
indention made by the rope arounil khe neck
was vory marked. The bullet 8 in the
head wers simply loca! and in nd way re-
iated to the newra’s death, which was caused
by his neck being broken.

Cook waa about 21 years old, 3 f? 10 inches

- I -

in height, copper-calored, well kiit, wiry
frame, gad Bad a brutal-lookin)
was & laborer ja Carroll ogunty, aufl worked
around Watetaville and Mount
crime for which he suffered death Wwas com-
mittad last Raturday* afterncon full par~
ucnhrs of.wihich eppeared in THENUN. Mra,
Kunott, wite of Joho

knocked down by him with a olubjsha other-
wise brutaily assauitad in her o Bouss on
the Ridge rgad, between Mount [Alry and
Watersviiie. - Hor husband was az work io &
feld & mile off at the time. Mrl. EKnoct i3
the ot a thir hs-9ld ohild.
Bhe was in aiserious condition for ftwo days,
but according to a telegram lasy jight wag
ported s sjowly improving.

he body of Cook, unless claim , will be

asoqre lnok N and heavily ba qd  ingide.
‘Tha residendu of Sheriff; Shower irectly fu
trqnt of it,ga 18 the case in th ¥ial
penitentiary. There are e!zhteenteeuu. nice
and cleau. Mr. Bhower la now mérving hia
firat term as! sheriff, he was formeriy a [dep-
dty. Threa: ysars ago toe prison | took, fire.
Mr. Snower oa that
hramy by resouing. loth
Who escaed wnhbu: 1 |
shorlﬂ hower, Drs. Fringer 8 .,
and Messrs.) Beabrooke and Zebra/ were the
wi ore the in

, {8 at.wo-ntory nto;d building,

Al oy-
ral [Roberts that a Jitgle had
ggn?tﬁu‘ly‘;mmmd ne qfﬂua. been
by an L ik

Blrled by, te county. The Jail, Mom whick'
he was

ot N b b O AT

B
testified to the aboye facta. Blata 4 Atturney
‘Henalng cohduotod the examivation of; wit-
nmu._d’ A vl hlgotdut:hw_hn ln'nt'tld; |
bkands. of Wwn partles ‘was| promp
rerdered, 4 e
| Mr. Johmn | Hood, of Honnn .Airr 001
lector for Krankl ard{ the -
pass 1is door both on r.ha.lrwny th and from
[} Be tbooght) of thiis, 8
t: was und ] Airy the
ttaok 10..be made ight,
usiness| was cndxely ded here todiy,
‘ALl 1be piTpst cormers gropnpa hi .
yl df d: the affair. | The jbal of
dto have it that Hgwurd ohunty
mondld theliynoching. A diggatol from Mount
Alry ithat there 15 na trathifu the
sesertion tandafby the . Jyncpers



