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GRAVE CHARGES |
MADR N FIGHT
ON BRYN MAWRS

Dr. M. Carey Thomas Ac-“
. cused Of Determination |,
To Dominate School. |

OUSTING PRINCIPAL |
ALSO LAID TO HER

Parents’ Meeting Told She
Had Threatened To De-
stroy Institution.. . |
4

———— 1 ¢

Open . charges” that Dr. M.
! ¥ Thomas, retired president
~of :Bryn Mawr Collége and a
member of the board of managers
of Bryn Mawr:School, had threat-
ened to destroy the datter institu-
tion:if-her wishes were not carried
oui-were made last night at a
meeting fathers of present and ||
- former pupils. :
It also was stated that in case ||

|

|

1

the school ceases td function, the
‘property will revert to Miss
Thomas under the terms of the
. will-of ‘Miss Mary Garrett. .

The meeting, which was held at the {
Prowtnnt Episcopal diocesan house, |
was called by Bishop Jobn Gardner:
Murmy ta’ adopt testimonials of regard
and ‘appreciation of the work done by
Miss' Edith Hamilton, who recently rte-
tired after 20 years' service as head mis- |
tress of the school. =~ ’
Resignatien Ferced, 1t Is Allexed.

Early in ‘thé évening the declaration
was meade ‘that -Mis Hamilton’s resig-|
nation had been: f d by Dr..Th
An lttempt to reach ‘Dr. Thomas over
the - loag-distance telepbone last night
after the meeting was unsuccessful. At
her - home' 4n’ Bryn ‘Mawr, Pa, it was:
said that she had retired and could mnot:
be disturbed. .

In calling the meeting Bishop. Mur- |
ray said he was actuated by a feeling|
of-the deepest gratitude to Miss Hamil-
on+for the work -she had done as head |
mistress of the school And declared that
ki four daughters wed to hér'as much
ak they did to their honie training.

When th¥ ‘Bishop concluded his. pre-
limipary remarks the meeting orgenized
by :the election- of ‘him “as chairman,
and Willia' Ingle, president of the Bal-
timore Trust Compdny..as secretary. In
neeeptihg bis post Mr. Ingle said that
"if the meeting wére to produce anything
of value there must be a full and frée
iiscyvsion of the situation at the school
and not merely “pretty words,”

“Miss Homilton hus received & seri-
ous blow in lhe house of her friends,”
he declared. ?he bas any friends
here they uhould take: more . forpiblé
action than giving:her a box of candy
with s pink ribbon on it."

Bishop Murray attempted to forestall
precipitate action by insisting that he
would oot mserve as chnu'man of dp-in-
digaation meeting.

Came Only To Pay ’l‘rlh-to

“When T asked you lentlemen to come
here tonight.” he xaid, "I did so with no
other thought thuw that of paying
iribute to Miss Humilton. 1 s not 1
xomg to um»enr in the guile of an after-’

scha oulls f_mn_mu)ocket |




dinner speaker who pulls fronp his pocket ' )
i1he draft of the speech he is surprised : .
2t being: called upon to make. Certain
resolutions have been prepared by Mr.
Sidney Hail, at whose suggestion 1
called this meeting and then they can
be discussed. Afterward we can consider
« inore substantial form of testimonial.”

Almost before the Bishop had finished
speaking, Sewell 8. Watts, of the bank-
ing firm of Baker, Watts & Co., was on
his feet. .

"D?ring the last 72 hours things |
have ‘moved so fast and so furiously |
that> we whose daughters are students|!
at the school are filled with a sense of :

1
|

fear and alarm concerning the future
of Bryn Mawr," he said. “The situa-
tion affects every teacher and the smali-
est child who goes taere. I am credibly
informed that the very existence of the|!
school iy imperiled. [

“Things of the most personal nature |
have been injecied into the controversy |
and we cannot shut our eyes to the con-
dition that exists at the school. I un-|.
derstand Bishop Murray's feeling in the |
wmatter, but I also feel chat there should
be mutunl consultation even it the|;
Bishop is not pr.esent." l

Yees Much To Be Regretted.

Mr. Hall then arose with his resolu-
tions and prefaced the reading of them
by saving be had no knowledge of the |y
present situntion.

During the last 60 bours, however,
there has been much said-and done that
is sure to be greatly regretted,” he con-
tinued, “in this city. Every word of
this resolution comes from my heart.”

Mr. Hall then read the resolution’y
which began, '‘Whereas, because of ill
health”—and continued at some length ||
voicing in terms of “‘deep appreciation”
the gratitude of the patrons of the achool
for the work done by Miss Hamilton|
nud the ideals which had characterized |
it. -

Dr. John H. Latane. dean of Johns|
Hopkius University, then inquired if ill |
health were the real cause of Miss '
Hamilton’s resignation. De. Harry |
Fielding Reid, at whpse home Miss
Hamilton spends much of her time, said
.ehe bad not been weil for a long time.

“Early in the winter she went beforé
the board and offered ta retirc or to
continue her work If she were allowed
a longer vacation during the summer,” |
said Dr. Reid. “8oon afterward she re- !
ceived 8 letter from Miss Thomas in-'(
forwming her that the board hnd voted]
aranimously to accept her resignation.”

Watta Starts Explosion. :

Mr, Watts then interjected : i
“Just-to throw the fat into the fire.”
he said; “L understand that during the
list. 48 houts Miss Hamillon has been |
subjected by Miss Thowas to the most
harréwing - ordeal.. Miss ‘Thomas. has
even . threatened 1o close Bryan Mawr

‘(O.G-th on Page §, Column 3)




/GRAYE CHARGES HDE
CON CERNING BRYN MAWR,

Determination To Dominate
School.

OUSTED PRINCIPAL, IT IS SAID

P-unt-’ lee(l-s 'l‘old (1] 4 Anegedfn

Threats Te Destroy Im-’
stitution.

(Continaed ﬁ-o— Page 23.)

, School if Miss Hamilton does ot follow
t her directiona. Is‘ that not true, Dr.
! Reid?” ) '

“That is true.” Dr. Reid replied.

As a result of this discussion Mr.

Ingle moved that the clause “on account
of ilt health,” be stricken from the reso-
lution. and this was carried.

D. K. Este ther then attempted to
make peace.-

“If we will cease to criticize those in
authority at the school and devete our-
gelves to the good of the institution T
i think we shall mecomplish much more
;thun if we continue to,-criticize,” be
i said. “The more- the parents inter-
fere the worse will be the Fltlll.tlon. )

“We are all interested in seeing the
standards of the schidol maintained, but
1 feel sure we cap safely leave -this
with the board, composed of persons)
with experience and. ability. We have
! no reason to suppose that- they will
'gappomt as successor to Miss Hamilton
{a person who will lower the’ zhin‘s for
which the sthool stands.

‘¢Miss Thomas is one of the ablest
edncators in the country. Acting with
Miss Mary Garrett, who placed  the
geratest confidence in Miss Thomas'
ability, she brought Bryn Mawr School
into existence, and we canmot suppose
that she .istends to do anything which

will chaage its character.. Mim Gar
ret's will specifies that aniess certain
standards are ' maintained the school
will lose the.property i which: itxh
located and the property will.rev

Amswer Rifves Laughter; :

“Revert to whom?’ shot baek.: My
Ingle.

“To Miss Thomu," replied Mr
amid & roar of laughter. - E

When the Yaughter had mbﬁded M d
| Fisher maid that any suggestion that
i Miss Thomas was seeking to destroy the
1 school for sordid motives was impoesible
jand that be was surprised at:the im:
plication,

Mr. Ingle took issue with Mr. Fisher
- in regard to the disinterestedness of the
’bontd He enumersted the personnel—
‘Dr Thomas, Miss Reily, -her secretsry,
iand Dr, Thomu sister, Mrs. A. Morris
C:nr—-“three with one voice,” he des-
,igoated theto—Dr. Florence 8abin and
i two members of the alimne, who, he
| added unanimounsly adopted utions
| indorsing Miss Hamilton and had ins
structed their ntnt)ves on . the
board to read them at the board meet-
ing.

“These resoclutions never were pres
sented and the inference iz that :you
could not expect these two.young girls
to cope with s woman ke Dr, Thomas.
The board, therefore, is rot a repre-
sentative bady, but an organization dom-
inated by s single miad.”
© Fafled Te Recelve Renolutions.

Mr. Hall came to the defense- of the
| two alumne members. Miss Amy Steiner
and Mise Annz P. Bond, and declared
that they had failed to receive. copien
'of the resolution from the secretary ol
' the alumnse and consequently kad gome

S

Dr. M. Carey Thomas -Accused Oﬂ

ubstnm.ul memorisl to Miss Hamilton |
{to be presented with the resolution. A

'copy of the resolution is also to be sent!

to Miss Thomas.
7 Asgry Interview Alleged.
Affairs between Miss Thomas: and
Miss Hamilton moved rapidly over the
: week-end. Miss Thomas presented her-

| Hamilton is staying. and the two at once
weunt into conference. During the inter-
view,
exceddingly ' angry and. according . to
r. Reid, shouted =p that she could be
heard all over the houve. She chearged
that Miss Hamilton had violated the
ideals of Miss Garrett and herself and
declared that she had completely mis-

lmnnaged the school.! What Miss Ham-

ilton said in reply is not known,

Miss Thomas is also sdid to have par-
ticipated at a meeting of teachers yes-
terday and to have laid down the law
lin no uncertain fashion. A bosrd mewe
{ing vesterday afternoon followed. at
which Miss Mary Harris, whom, it is

come her successor as head mistress of
| the school, was voted down. The board,
it appears, had no other candidate to
offer and. after much discussion, it was
decided to hand over the school te a

until other arrangements are made.
Miss Humilton also resigued as-a
member of the board, thus completely
severing her conntction with the school:
All the teachers of the school sre ex.
pected to meet again this afternoon and
it ‘was said by+one of them 18t -night
“that deﬁmte cnon would ‘betaken” at
this meetmg oo

it-is said. Miss Thomas became ]

said. *Miss Hemilton had wished to be-{-

‘committée of teachers who are to run it |.

;

gself on Sunday at the residence ef Dr.:
! Reid, 608 Cathedral .treet, where Miss

L




i Miss Thomas’ office at Bryn Mawr Col-| .

r"came to Bryn Mawr, but since then

i unarmed to the board meeiing.

{ Bishop Murray then ruled all the dis-
. cussion out of order and asked -the
speaken to confine their attention to the

'resohmon. Mr. Ingle then moved that

' it be referred to & committee to revamp
‘it and add “such protest” as the situa-

Jtlon seemed to warrant.

; “Miss Hamilton needs symmthy " he

said. “A 15-year-old girl could draw up

;2 statement of honeyed words that
would do her no good whatever.”

“Will it add to her peace of mind if
we tag on a ‘cuss word’ for somebody
else?" inquired the bishop, and persuaded
Mr. Tngle to withdraw his resolution,
, and the motion was carried. Mr. Ingle
then suggested that 50 patrons of the
school underwrite a fund of $10,000 for
. two years at least and turn the money|..

" over to Miss Hamilton to found a school

i to which people who had been impressed

' with her work might send their daugh-

i ters. He withdrew this motion also

" when Dr.- Latane pointed out that the

; sSum was entirely inadequate.

Says Teachers Are Ready To Quit.

In reply to a question concerning the

‘ attitude of the teachers of the school,

. Dr. Reid declared that ail of them were |

“ready to leave. Mr. Wegtts then re.|

. marked that the present Xrisis in the|

. affairs had been threatening several|

| years. : ’ f

! 1 was called in to go over the finan-|

‘cml situation with Miss Hamiiton,” he |

‘ said. “The institution was thep in seri-|
ous strats and Miss Hamilton was un-

i certain about just what was happening.

i All she knew was that each year yielded
a defigit.

I found that all bills were sent to

- bl D AP BB ot AD el & )

ilege and were paid from there.” ANl re-|]
'celpts collected . here .also .went to .her.|)
: Miss Thomas has reduced the indebted-|.
' ness on the institution to a mnrtnte, ‘
- which she holds; . - '

“T had the bmldmgs at Preston lmi ]
{ Cathedral streets appraised. by Jobn B:|
Marshall & Sons and the land. by Wll—
liam Makttien. Altogether the tppnx
. ment amounted. to.about. & half millios
edollara The mortgage is for lboﬁb m, E
: 000, a very valuable mortgage'dn:
{ which any banker in the Bute woul N
iglad to take up. T
{  “A pew achedule of charm m dlen
' arranged, much - against . Miss; Hamil-
iton's inclination, for she. disliked: to.
‘take any step which would :.result -in
| turning away any girl who declfed Yo

thmgs have been looking up. The sala-
i ries of the temchers have been increased,
=i and last year the books showed & profit
of about 812,
“Gives Mien Hllll“(o- Gredlt.
“During the years whichk meant so
much te the school there has been no|
policy . set by any board or anyone.else
but Edith Hamilton. She did the things
that made the:girls love her,:and:are we
to stand by and ‘see this womien who has
done so much. for our girls-publicly -in-
lsu}ted" Shall ‘we not come to'the sup-
{ port of ‘these women’ -who tonight -are
uncertam of their very livelihood? Are
the parents, fl.culty and alumne not to
raise their voice against the will ‘of this
‘one woman? We ought to recognise.the
, fact tha the interest of the entire city is
‘at stake and uke care that this school
; revort to nobody.”
" Upou motion of Dr, Reid. who then
. declared that the meeting “was getting
' nowhere,” Bishop Murray appointed
Dr. Latane, Mr. Watts, Mr. Hall, James
Gustavus Whiteley and Randolph Rar-
iton, Jr., a committee to recominend 8
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