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Western Maryland Bureau of The Sun

HAGERSTOWN — Two rare
paintings by early Baltimorean Josh-
ua. Johnson, who-is recognized as
the country’s first black portraitist
and whose work is now being mar-
keted for as:much as $850,000, have
been donated to the Washington
County Museum of Fine Arts.

The early 19th-century portraits
of a Baltimore family that later
moved to Hagerstown were donated
to the small museum by a 93-year-
old great-great-grandson of the man
who commissioned the portraits.

: Neither the donor, Hagerstown

. resident F. Sydney Cushwa, nor the

. ‘musetim would comment on the
-paintings’ worth. Other sources fa-
miliar with the artist’s work compli-
mented the Hagerstown museum on
fts gifts; but would not speculate
about their valyje, either.
- Stiles'T. ell, co-author of a
catalog oh Jopmson’s paintings and
-co-owner of g Baltimore art and an-
tique gallery, noted that the artist's
works have brought as little as
$30,000 in recent years, although

‘ theyalsuhmfeb t much more.
He said the two donated portraits
would from cleaning, a step

that could hélp establish their value.
But he a e‘d‘ “It's a wonderful
. addition for ithat- museum because
Johnaon's work is quite rare. For a
‘musewn in to get a pair
} of his portrafts — that's a major ad-

‘ dition ta its 19th-century collection.”

- The artist's thost famous portrait,
. “Litlle Girl in-Pink ‘With a Goblet
; Filled With Strawberries,” sold. for
[ $660,000 at Sotheby's auctfon

A‘@ '.'_:_

hos}tse in New York 1n 1988 That
t, which dates to 1805, is be-
offered for sale at a New York art

for $850,000. :

Johnson, who worked' in Balti-.

from the mid-1790s until about

95, painted members of promi-

neat families. Many of his subjects
were children.

Beveral other curators - and au-

thorities agreed that the Johnson:

ts are a significant addition to
the Hagerstown museum, which has
a wing under construction: John-
sofy’s work, they noted, is solight af-

'terand is collected by, among others,

enfertainer Bill Cosby. Johnson's
work also is on display at the Baiti-
more Museum of Art andtthaﬂon
al 6allery in Washington.

he Hagerstown musefnn 8 ofl-

onscanvas portraits, datingto 1809,
are of the family of Benjamin Frank-
liniYoe, Mr. Cushwa’s diregt ances-
tor; One portrait is of Yoe;and his
naimesake son. The other {s of his

wife, Susanna Amos qu. and

da ter Mary Elizabeth. Yoe was a
who moved his fa to Ha-
geratown the next year. :

Mr. Colwell, curator of an it
of Johnsori's work at the land

" Historical Society several years ago

included the Yoe portraits, said
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Washlngﬁon County, museum, said -

shebdk'vﬁaJmmtwosets

pom-a!ts-- miaiot;::qhoftkw that of
duww»} son Peale.
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“We're denghted to have these
portraits. It's gjiite a wonderful gift,”
Ms. Woods skid. “The fact that

they're from &Maryland artist and
that the sitterd wereaHagerstmvn
family makes i{ even better.” :
The donor,; Mr. Cushwa, is a
member of aiprominent Western
Maryland f: that made: its mon-

ey in coal and bricks. He has been a
longtime member and supporter of
the Hagers

“I've always

museum — ’actually,
opened, and I
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