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BODY: 

William James McWilliams, 94, a retired judge of the Maryland Court of Appeals and former president of the Maryland Bar Association, died March 7 at his home in Annapolis. He recently had undergone surgery after a fall. 

Judge McWilliams served on the Court of Appeals from 1965 to 1975. From 1946 to 1948, he was a judge in Maryland's fifth judicial circuit. He was Maryland's secretary of state from 1943 to 1946. 

Judge McWilliams, a native of Hudson, N.Y., lived in Annapolis for 88 years. He graduated from Loyola College in Baltimore and the University of Maryland Law School.  

From 1931 to 1965, he practiced law in Annapolis, where he was senior partner of McWilliams & Melvin from 1948 to 1965. 

In 1935, he wrote the charter and code of the City of Annapolis. He served on the board of directors of Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Cos. from 1958 to 1965. 

He served on the Joint Commission on the Potomac River and from 1958 to 1964 was president of the board of managers of Anne Arundel General Hospital. 

He was a member of the Cosmos Club in Washington and was the oldest member of the Annapolis Yacht Club. 

His first wife, Helen Disharon McWilliams, died in 1939. His second wife, Nancy Leighton McWilliams, died in 1975. His third wife, Elizabeth Goodhand McWilliams, died in 1985. 

Survivors include his wife, Madelene Johnston McWilliams of Annapolis; two sons from his first marriage, W. James McWilliams of Annapolis and J. Michael McWilliams of Baltimore; seven children from his second marriage, Mary H. McWilliams of Gettysburg, Pa., Hugh L. McWilliams of San Antonio, Clara McWilliams Massoni of Chestertown, Md., Patricia McWilliams Cleary of Chevy Chase, Stephen B. McWilliams of Leawood, Kan., F. Byron McWilliams of Germantown and Bernard F. McWilliams of Brooklyn, N.Y.; and a brother, John J. McWilliams of Annapolis. A daughter from his first marriage, Anne McWilliams Schmidt, died in 1997. 
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