
Bureau at The Sun
Annapolis-Matthew A." Hen-fjstore.

t Ad

store . when.. Admiral,
then' a lieutenant* V,

•JULl 4

Peary

'Kson. a Maryland-born black ex-fi Admiral.'Peary asked
-"'plorer, traveled from the log^Henson to accompany-him
"•-icabin of his slave parents to[--ja man-of-all-work" onanexpe-! |
"• the North Pole with Adm. Rob-Nd i t ion t o Nicaragua. Accordingft
~-:ert E. Peary. fjto the admiral's logs, Mr. Hen-j|
*j Now, more than 13 years Ifson s o o n became-so valuable,'*

;;:.Jafter his death, he-may com-p h e" , w a s ' promoted: to ^'assist-
? ^ p l e t e t h e f i n a l l e g o f h i s j o u r - | a n t - " . •'•''•• • . ' : . • . „ - • ' • •
:vney—to a grave near the admi-fj The two- undertook six dis-
' iral's in .the. ArJin§tot| (^JationaircouraS in2 trips to the Arctic,

;CemeteJ$UL 1 4 - I3 /O L e a c h . t i m e falling just short of
\ Senator J.,; Glenn; Beall. j r ; | t h e i r icy goal: ,„„+
l(R., Md.) has/asked-'the Senate).•

• V.JJ

r.. ito grant Mr-.-.-JJenson's dyin
• Jwish and authorized the buri.
p i a t Arlington;--'g^j2 ,*-
-:?3• Previous ..' measures,
induced by Senator Beall, his?

•.^father, (also- a. senator) and

l s . a v e d one trip, S?P*S
" Admiral Peary's

when- he brought down an en-
raged and. wounded musk ox;
that -was. .cbarainst thenptos-j

On another trip, he brought?^ ( a s e n a t o r ) a n d 3
former Senator Joseph D. Ty- t J t h e exhausted Peary back to |

;:;ftrecognized;'as;iiie first, man,
'l^who reached the North Pole:
•I-;?' He was sent ahead of the
" >:main. expedition\ by Admiral -:

•iJ/;Peary ui 1909, and arrived "90
v.tclegrees north latitude" about
vi.45 minutes before the cele-
; Crated naval'officer.

xiut unlike, the admiral, Mr. Ptions and'.:
•-'ii Henson lived out. his life in U the

sev-
enth, attempt to reach the pole,
only Admiral Peary,'Mr. Hen-
son,.; and., four •.-Eskimos were
present. ̂ J S C T ' - - - - -̂i"--
. Once, again Exhausted • and
crippled with frostbite, Admi-
ral Peary: sent Mr.. Henson
forward to make final observa-

tha arwwi of

and relative poverty.H when the admiral arrived in!"
- J Since Mr. Henson .was not a | his dogsled, he found Mr. Hen-1

•;',iveteran, special'legislation, by f SOn standing on the'pole.. Tp-
M /.^Congress is required _toallowf;gether they planted the.'flags.
^ . •^ |bur ia l_a tArUngton . , SU^: ;,• f Bade jn the-'United States,

' A similar'biU was allowedi to and parted from one another,
in the'. Senate Commit-

on Veterans' Affairs last
after, the; Department'of

Army i£ ti

^jgfr:.Kenneth E.-, Belieu;.:the un-f
dersecretary. of the Army, told
the.'committee the bill allowing
Mr. -Henson's^buriaL ;"would
discriminate against his fellow
citizens who have served their
country in various civilian ca-
pacities, in both war and
peace!'"

Spokesmen for Senate? Beall
said this year's bill, has a
better chance of passage be-
cause it was introduced earlierj;
in the session, than were Dre-

Commander,; Peary was. pro-
moted to rear admiral, but Mr.
Henson fared less welL - - :

; : i-
He was found in New York,

four years later,, working -in* a
p a r k i g garage:-He - later got a
job as a messenger in the New
York customs 'house.' In 1936,
he retired, ; a t 70, on a pension
of 51,020 a year. j5U2§ :V.; m
• Recognition of .his achieve- [i
•ments came .very-late in life. £::
One year before he died, ,hi].
spent 20 minutes with Pr,es
dent Eisenhower^ who pre-
sented him with an award.

About four years after his
death in 1955, on the 50th anni

4 1973
• "By getting it in a litfle bit

versary of the discovery of thel
i pole, Goy. J. Millard "
•••proclaimed April 6. 1959

5J1 earlier, we may give the com-j i t h e w Alexander Henson
. ^ - ' @ ^ m i t t e e a chance to do more ill _
.;'i?<=i3M! than just read a proforma re- j ^'

i;i%/?ffi'sponse from the Army., peg-J . . / '
l^^^Mjj, P^e>"' ? a ^ ' Randolp A r g ^ t h e j - . .

siJijIJ-f'senator's press aide, i r » _, , ;^
'f;.v.;:^'-^J. Mr. Arndt said the senator's . •.;
-.. -"j^^pj? staff-was searching Arlington's' • t-;

Vjy-^j^J'records for evidence of similart_;;••.•
- V ^ J i y s p e c i a l burial plans for non-i-: .*••
^^ve t e r an^y t f 4 19/3 ! i
'"•,;^5'S*3 The Army concedes that Mr.;. -•'•

~<'i\:'^ttflj Henson did have something of'
' . ' '.-;-a5ja case, in that he worked as a
' - ' . ; - , ; , : ] laborer at the- Philadelphia

'"'- ̂ f;3 Navy Yard from 13S9 to 1891.
f-:,.~'5>~i^l In the Army's view, it is sim-
L- •"•*.'" ;fi.'.J ply not enough. feKi
' ;-^t-V'»4 Mr. Henson was wdfrung as

'••^•.•^ porter in a Washineton hat


