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Advmtel of woman buffrage mndé a brave
lhowlnz in theé hall of the Honse of Delﬁ-

ghtes Chis afternoon, Wwher they “were ac-

corded a hearfng by the Cofumittee on: Con.’
stitutional Amendments.. -Over 400 ladled’
came down from Ba!tlmore headed by Rev.!
Anna F. Shaw, president ot the National.
Woman Buffrage Association; Mrs. Kmma
Maddox Funck, president of the Maryln na,
Woman Buffrage Assaciation, and Misy Et-
td. H. tfaddox. ot Baltimore, ‘apos whonw.
dévolved the duty of pmld'ing omr the:
meating.

- Members of the cmmlttn it'ﬂﬁfd rnthor.:
shy of apponrlnc. While the meeting was
called for 8 o’clock only one pf thé commit-
teomen mude his appedrance at the desk,
where such committeces usurlly ait, up .to
3.90, when speaking bégan. Mr, Palro,
who helped the ludics organize the meetlm,,‘
espied Mr. Bexdson in the rear of the hall
and called Bim to the desk.: Mr. Benson
came forward rather bashfully and took «
sédt upon the Spealker's rostrum, but re-
mained alone for u while whan two other
hc:mmlttéemen mustered up courage to join

m.

Mr. Palro called the mreting to arder,
read the Wonmnn Suffruge bill and made n
few rémarks that pleased the ladies. He
aroused efithusinsm hy stafing that he,was
the first man to Introduce.a woman suf-
frage bill in the Maryinnd Legislature. He
then turned the meeting over to Mm Mad-

dox, who called. upon Rev. Dr .
Steaton, pastor of Seventh Baptint Ohurcb.

of Raltimore. for the first address.




Rev., Dr. Straton’'s Adaress

[tev. Dr. Straton sald thero are 7,000,000
wolnen wage-edarners in the country today,
1.000,000 of them belng widowa, “They
have been forced out of thelr homes lnto
business life hy cxlisting economlc condl-
tions.” he siid. ‘‘Kor the safeguarding of
their rights they should be given equal po-
Htical rights with male wage-éaruers.

CvWoman ought to he glven the hallet
nlso because she will do the country
tremendous service: her splendld and pure
Influence will elevate our politics, ANext to
the altar of God the purest unnd hollest
spot should Le the ballot place and the bnl.
lot box."” - +

The speaker closed with an eloquent
tribute to womanhbood and the reflming,
clevating influence of woman,

Dr. I'lora PPollnck, of the Johna Hopkins
"niversity, who followed, made the point
that throughout nature ‘t in the femnle,
the mother, who protects her youny.
“Under our system,’’ she sald, ''the mother
in powerless to protect her children, and
the law does not.”

She rrgued that unfortupnte and A4ls-
easced children would be cared for better.
resulting in n higher type of eitigpenship i1f
time, it women could express their opinions
and influence legislation at the: Lailot bax.

Mrs. KFunck told of the work of the
Maryland ndsociation and said the meect-
ing was an cvidence of ithe fact that the,
work had Lorne fruit. . '*The position of
woman today,’”’ she aald, *‘is out of har-
mony with modern conditions—Iis an_anomn-
nly nnd should he changed. The large
class of wealthy unemployed woinen need
the ballot to give them respounsibiiity, as

ell ns women fn active life, who should
1ave it for thelr protection. Many persons
say that women sghould not have the hal-
lot because they don’'t. want it. That Ia
the very reason they should have jt, why
it should be forced upon them. ‘f‘hey
;tllguld Le aroused to a sense of respousl.

ty-li

Rev. Ieter Ainslle was introduced as a
man who had lent raluadle ald to the suf:
fruge movement at a time when the movre-
ment wis not nearly 30 DopUlAr as now.
“At one time,”” he sald, it was argoed
that bighsr cducation was not for women,
but no one, outside of China or India,
makes such an argument now. Abrabham
Lincoln. espoused .the cause of woman suf-
frage. IR&. B. Hayes 414 so in Ohilo and
Theodore Roosevelt in New York. Prest.
denl Garlfleld predicted that women, In
time, would have equal suffrage with men.
It Is not & question of whether it'a 2 man
or A womesn, but intelligence ought to rule
this age. In the Htates where woman suf-
frage now prevalls humane legisintion han
gredtly fincreared add bhas lifted thoee

Btatés far above thoee in which male suf-
frage nlpne prevalls. '




“Forty Years On The Way.”
Rev. Anna H. Shaw said she had becn 40
years ‘‘on the way-~just as Joug as the
‘children of Isrsel wandered in the desert.
At the end of that time. they saw the
ptomised 1and,'” " she pald. “We gee it
ahead of us today. This is not at present

a question of what the women want; it's a
question of what the men of Maryinnd
ant-—whether they shall be permitted by
his Leéegislature to decide by their votes
whether the right to vote shall be extended
to women. After that it will be time
enough to ascertain ‘what women wilil dc
with the ballot.

- “Now that women have to go out into
the world and hustie for a living the old
poetic, chivalric ideas about the gex din’'t
work at all. It's a]l right to be a clinging
vine, but you—ht got to have something
to—which to cling. If you evér notice!
the ivy and the oak in nature .yeu will
nearly always find thdt the oak to which
the ivy clings most téenaciously is dead-at
the:top. - o
. ‘“‘Menh spesk of protecting women, .yet
women are now unprotected hy the only
power that. can protect them,. which, s
the power of the ballot box. We hear that
women. can't fight. We can if we want' to,
but we do not wart to. We hope to make
fighting o thing of the 'past and help men
make a better and happler world. Sur.
round us with sixteenth century condl.
tions and then givg us poetry and chivalry:
with twentieth century surroundings give
us the ballot in order that we may meet
mddern conditions. A ‘woman cannot be a
Democrat, - Republienn, Prohibitionist or
Socialist. 8he is only a woman., Only a
man can be any kind of a political Insti.
tution in Matyland, and any kind of a man
can be tunt.”" o ..

- FoHowing the dfternoon hearing, a gen-
eral meeting was helll in the House cham-
bér in the evening, whi¢h was addressed by
Miss Belle Kcarney and Rev. Dr. Shaw.




