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Synopsis:

Anne Tria’s collection of research focused on two major topics: the construction of the State House dome and the life of the head architect, Joseph Clark. While conducting her research from 1997-2001, Anne explored several themes she believed to have influenced the design of the dome and, ultimately, Clark’s career: the Nation’s new concept of government, one’s ability to give shape to this new government (literally and figuratively), the role of the architect and their particular economic practices. After her initial analysis of Clark, Anne concluded that his private life played a pivotal role in his career, and vice versa. She then identified an “interplay that existed between those two roles: ardent federalist, deputy grandmaster of the Freemasons, architect, builder, surveyor, merchant, vestryman, father, and husband.” As a result, Anne devoted a great deal of time on genealogical pursuits of Clark’s wife (Isabella), daughter (Mary S. Magee), and brother (Stephen). While researching Isabella Clark, Anne explored the broader theme of the role of women and their integral involvement in business affairs, ultimately inspiring her master’s thesis that focused on the Republican woman and the shaping of Washington D.C. 


Anne Tria’s collection contains numerous subject files—now collaborated into an online eBook—and the remains of her online database. Her subject files have now been organized into a finding aid and linked to corresponding journal entries (from her online database) on mdstatehouse.net. After examining Anne’s paper files and the notes on her website database, it is apparent that the majority of the information related to the narrative of Joseph and Isabella Clark in the greater context of “building a new nation” and the role of women during that time. However, Anne was very tuned in to Joseph Clark’s time spent in Annapolis and by drawing up a multitude of sources, she was able to construct a comprehensive timeline of the construction of the State House dome, as well as compose a history of the lighting rod atop the dome. These findings have served as the framework for the descriptions of various stages of State House construction and provided the summary of the Franklin lighting rod on the State House website. Additionally, in her notes and journal entries Anne finds several errors in Radoff’s book, Maryland’s Historic State House, and clarifies several misconceptions in regards to Clark. All of this information is summarized in “The State House Project,” page 62 of Anne’s digitized notes. 
My process of interpreting this collection has included stripping all forms of notes and research compiled, following up on unanswered questions, and posting any new information to mdstatehouse.net. Everything posted from this collection was given the proper accession so a search of “Anne Tria” will yield the specific items that were extracted from her collection.  
