51 Years A Teacher

| . )

George W, Biddle, 1326 N. Cal-
houn street, princlpal of Argyle -av-
enue 2chool, whoe was retired on fens
glon after 51 years tlier'l.'lcu in the
public schools. Alro Photo




CITYPAYS A
TRIBUTE T0
GEORGE BIDDLE

Dln.ilesl:. Teacher Retired Af-
ter ‘51 Years In Public
S.c]:puls

BELIEVES SPARING
: ‘ROD SPOILS CHILD

Nearly Every. City Principal
Was Once A Member of
His Faculty '

~Baltimore City pays tri-
"bute this: week - to George
W. Biddle; oldest™ public
school-teacher..

Mr, Biddie-wns retired last week on
pengion by the School Board alter &2
vears of serview, 37 of -which wero
bepent In Baltimdre City public schools.

Thursday. night, Mr. Biddle was
konored by o receptlon, the faculty
of Sehool 113 at the Communily
Houge,

Friday night, ha wag the guest of |
the Principals’ . Assoctation, who pre-|
sented -him- & gold wateh, |

Mr. Biddle was born ‘In Bouth.-BEal-
timore 72 years ago and educated in
private, scheols of the city. In that
way, he sald, -he went to school every
day in. the yenr, Sunday, Christmas
and Fourth of July excepted. - . *
1 At the. mge of 30 he . wes glven his

first “gchool in Carcoll County, “after-j
ward transferring to-Kent County, amd j
leter to Baltimere County and, Wav-
{erly: He:became a patt.ol tho City

gvglem when Waverly Wis incorpor-
ated with Baltimore. . -~ . 7
FIRSET FRINCIEAL

He wae thae first colored princlpal Inl
the eity whon School No. 0, on Car-
roliten avenue, was turned over to ol
ored people. Since Lhat time he: has
goght- In - seven sehools - in varfious
sections of the city,  Wherever there
was an unmanigeable altustion it was
not unusual to find Mr. Biddle trans-
forred- o that  schgol” .

For the past 12 years hé has: been
principal-of the Argyle avenua school.

“ - COMPLIMERT

The  finest compliment he ever Te-
ceived, Mr. Blddle sabd. came from the
late Dr.: J, H. No-Warlng, "Rt one. lime
in charge of colored. schools in the
eity. " Dr. Warlng said, "Graduatos of
Mr. Biddie's school, are the best.pre-
‘pared students.who come. Lo our high
“—hml.'r . i - - ¥ - l. .

~ 3¢ FINISHED.FIRST

In two, cases Mr. Biddle remembers
that graduates from: his elghth grade
fAnished frat and. second when they
completed the high’ school course.” . In
| his opinion; Miss Fanoke Barbour is
tha' bést-teachet-in the clty. . Bhe' s
tha fArst colored -person - who passed
the city-tenchers’ examinatlon, "Mr.
Blddia: sald,” and; might-lonz: ago -have
peen & pringipal of & city. school . had
ghe ~not ' preferred - remalning - in - the
high school. o B

- - "(Contloued’ On Poge”Seven)




 MORE BIDDLE

(Continued from Page One.)

CORPORAL PUNISHMEXT

"Fifty-two Years in the publie
sohools convinced me,” declured Mr.
Biddle, *“that corporal punishment is
gtill needed in the school. If pupils
upnderstood that it mizht be wsed thers
would he little or no occasion to resort
to ft, Dut it would always act as a
detervent.

“My experience has also convineed
me that an annual o bi-annual re-
examination for the rating and pro-
motion of teachers Is the bost means
to keep them up in the subjects they
teach.

He added that he would rather teach
a class any day than supervise a
school.
| WOULD STILL TEACH
. Asked what he was going to dn now
that he waa ratired by the Echool
Board, Mr. Biddle declared that he
didn't know, but thit he would go in-
to teaching as an ordinary elementary
| school teacher at a small sulary |£ the
Bourd would permit him.

“I haven't done anything but teach
all my life,” he sald. "I don't Know
anything elze and I'm golng to fey
lost without my regular dulies.”

Most of the school principals, in-
cluding George B. MMurphy, Howard
CGiross, Willlam H. McAbee, William
Anderson, George Owens, Harry 7.
Pratt, Mrs. Mary Rodman were oncé
members of his faculty.

TAUGHT WHOLE FAMILT

There is one family in the clity, ev-
ery maember of which has been it ong
time a pupk under Mr. Biddle. Twen-
ty years agoe Pearl Dravenport and
livate Mahoney came to him as gram-
mar schaol puplls, Later they married
and little ate and Pearl, Jr., were
recentiy pupils under Mr. Biddle at
Argyle avenue.
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