
Md. senator and activist 
Verda Welcome, is dead 
By Phillip Davis 4 M AFfi 
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Verda Freeman Welcome, the civ

il rights activist who assembled an [ 
organization to beat the 4th District 
Democratic machine and then went 
on to win election as the United 
States' first black female state sena
tor In 1962, died Sunday aj her 
home In Northwest Baltimore, gnflf 

She had recently celebrated her 
83rd birthday and had been III since 
October, according to her daughter, 
Mary Sue Welcome. She was pro
nounced dead early Sunday at Liber
ty Medical Center. 

Verda Freeman Welcome served 
In the state House of Delegates from 
1959 to 1963, and In the state Sen
ate from 1963 to 1982. Until 1988. 
she maintained an office In, the 3400 

block of Holmes Avenue, continuing 
to work with community members 
for whom she had devoted a life of 
service. 

Yesterday, friends, family and 
colleagues remembered a woman 
who got intp-pdfltics because she had 
an urge-to help others. 
^^"She was a civic activist." said hel 

I daughter. "But she became frustrat 
ed because as she tried to help peo
ple, she always had to go to someone 

| else. That ' s when she decided It 
would be better to be able to have^ 
ydumjwn program put In place." 

So, meetmg-wtth other activists In 
. the top floor of the old Met Theater at 
] the corner of Pennsylvania and 

North avenues, she decided to run 
for (he House of Delegates. 

At the core of her campaign was a 
group of black Baltimore women 
known as the Valiant Women, who 

I spent long hours on Pennsylvania 
\ Avenue handing out literature and 
j going from door to door In the neigh-
iborhoods on her behalf. They and 
«other activists managed to beat the 
| Jack Pollock Democratic machine In 
' 1958 and to send Mrs. Welcome to 
the House of Delegates. 

"We were behind her. not the 4th 
District." said Ann Green, one of the 
Valiant Women. "She was an Inspi
ration for all of us who knew her. We 
were lust elated when shenwon the 
Senate." APR 2 V*®*} 

"She broke the barrier." said state 
Sen. Troy Bralley, who has repre
sented the district since 1982. 
"When she ran the first time. It was 
almost Impossible for anyone black 
to run for public office." 

J im Williams was city editor of 
the Bal t imore A/ro-Amer(can in 
1962 when Mrs. Welcome won elec
tion to become the first black woman 
in the United States to sit In a state 
senate. "It had Impact," he said. 

"Because she was a black woman 
j winning a seat In the state senate. It 

became a national story," said Mr. 
Williams, now communications di
rector for the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Peo
ple. "From that point on, she was 
very popular and a much-demanded 
speaker." 
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VERDA FREEMAN WELCOME 
"Mrs. Welcome was the third of 16 

children born on a small truck farm 
in Lake Lure. N.C. When her mother 
died, she stayed In school by taking 
night classes so she could help take 
care of her brothers and sisters dur
ing the day. 

She came to Baltimore In 1929 
and graduated three years later from 
Coppln Normal School with a teach
ing certificate. 

She earned a bachelor's degree In 
history from Morgan State College In 
1939 and In 1943 completed a mas
ter 's degree in historyvfrom New 
York University. ;<TT?jf 

She married the late Dr. Henry C. 
Welcome In 1935 and taught for 11 
years In the Baltimore schools. 

Before Mrs. Welcome began her 
legislative career, she was active In 
neighborhood groups. She was presi
dent of the Northwest Improvement 
Association, and in the 1950s, she 
was a pioneer in the fight to lower 
racial barriers at the White Coffee 
Pot, a Baltimore eatery. 

Once she was elected to the Gen
eral Assembly, she continued chip
ping away at racial obstacles. 

Though she rarely complained, 
her daughter said. It was difficult be
ing the only black woman In the 
white-male dominated assembly. 
The younger Ms. Welcome recalled 
that once, attending a legislative 
conference In Ocean City, the hotel 
proprietors put Delegate Welcome in 
a small wlndowless room next to the 
furnace. APf l 2 4 WB 

That experience led her to Intro
duce a public accommodations law 
that opened Maryland's hotels and 
public places to all Its citizens. 

One of her proudest accomplish
ments was leading the fight to 
change Morgan State College to Mor
gan State University, a stroke that 
Increased the historically black 
school's prestige and funding. 

Former Gov. Harry Hughes said of 
Mrs. Welcome. "She and I served to
gether In the tough times of the '60s. 
with the civil rights battles going on. 
She was tenacious . . . but very gen 
l ie" 

But she arso fiaa time to act as a 
mentor for the other black politicians 
who followed in her footsteps, said 
state Sen, Clarence Blount, who 
noted that Mrs. Welcome was. by the 
time he was elected to the Senate In 
1970. a "powerful and Influential" 
member of the finance committee. 

"She sort of took us along by the 
hand and acted like a mother to us. 
defended us and rebuked us when 
she thought we were off," Senator | 
Blount said yesterday. 

Besides her daughter, her survi
vors Include eight sisters, Thelma 
Freeman Flood, Wlllette Freeman 
Davidson and Margaret Freeman, all 
of New York City, Lovey Freeman 
Proctor and Theodocla Freeman 
Freison, both of Detroit. Mary Free
man Campbell and Evelyn Freeman 
Logan, both of North Carolina and 
Janice Freeman Patterson of New 
Jersey: four brothers. Vincent Free
man and Price Freeman, both of 
Philadelphia. Dr. Stephen Freeman 
of New Jersey and Nubem Freeman 
of North Carolina; and a grandson, 
Gregory Welcome Mercer. 

Services for Mrs. Welcome will be 
held at 11 a.m Thursday at Grace 
Presbyterian Church at Greensprlng 
Avencfy and Banister Road. 

mm 

tm* 


