Judae Robert Bell falks

about iustice,black-on-black
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Judge Robert Bell, the
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obServers 1eel that, Sue |
more than one blapk is
running, there is a

chance that all three will

respect for and per-
ception of the judiciary.

“Most people only see
one perspective of the

jovial 37-year-old
‘Baltimore Supreme
Bench judge, leaned
back in his. chair and
laughed -as a reporter
bumourously expressed
astonishment at. the fact
that he smoked. .

*We're human too,” he
said. ‘*Judges are just

cancel each other out.

) ot city court system. For
Butwggg Rt worried.

example. they may go to
. traffic court, have a bad
“The fact that I'm experience and infer that
runmng shouldn’t stop.
anybody else from ithe color of his skin, but
running. Everybody has lwhether or not the law
a-right to run for office. thas been violated. If he's
Its up to the voters tojnnocent I let hm go. but

ple who, because of
the.r intelligence and
 thie ¢ training, have been
;decmed _qualified
judge others.
make mistakes too.”

ito retain his seat on the]
‘Supreme Bench, to which
he was appointed almost
three months ago.

Although the judge wasi ;g (rg]

squick to point out that

“I'm not a politician he

‘sounded like a confident
‘stumper as he described
shis campaign to this
_point. ,

& ‘“Idon’treally consider
‘myself as a candidate
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But_we§ comforta
] fturned te the currentsomeone to jail 1s sub-
The personable judgegstate eof the judicialjective If you see a

‘is currently campaigning;

look at us all andlotherwise 1 have to
determine who they sentence him because
it's my job. But here's
the important thing to
.moreremember, In every

Bell grew
ble as talk case. the decision to send

sSystem. pattern emerge, if a

A reporier asked Bell if ccr'aip Judge has two
he felt that the recent PEYSons, one white; one
city court decision 2lack, before hm, and

: \ both defendants have the
declaring btxtllf rﬁgf same record, the same

the entire system is 1S not! they stand a good chance

pcommunity AFRO-AW

1o recognize the
danger it poses to our
community. Uur com-
munity 1S being
decimated. Une' of the
main causes of death:
among young blacky
males 1s the fact that

of being killed by another
black youth. And many
black youth can't do a
thing to help us because
they are mn jail. All of
that 1s not good if we plan
on having a viable black

constilutional may have
served: to enforce many
citizen's negative per-
ception of the judiciary

style,Bell
“‘Historically, ' the

In an almost pedantic
repliedg

judicial. system has P> pattern can you be

background, and are
guilty of the same of-
ifense, but one receives a
igreater sentence than
sanother, then it could be

gracism. But who can
gtell?’’ 1inly by analyzing

 sure that it is, racism.'

runmng agamnst otherpeyer been

candidates,” he said. I
take the position that I'm
going to win because I
deserve to. Whal's at

representative body. It 1s§ diéj‘There“s one. thing you

the part of government; .. LSk e, Sl Gl
that settles disputes. It: e rep"fﬁgpreﬁ’l?ﬁg‘i-tf

stake is my record.”
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Besides J'udge‘“’gell,
two other blacks are
seeking a judgeship on
the Supreme Bench.
They are Alonzo Hair-
ston and Wilham *Billy”
Murphy, both local at-

sleave,
should maintain sfchambers You know

impartiality in resolving that the greatest viclims
disputes. Every judge jof crimes by black people
who decides a case are black people?™ '
should not be the subject| Bell explamned that the
of public pressure{main reason for this
because he mightitragic phenomenon is
respond to the pressure.”|* ‘proximity and

But Bell did agree that{geography " 1

torneys. Several pohitical

there has been ai “Who's responsibility!
diminution in the public'siis 1t° It s ours, ' he_'sa1d§

g‘ empahucally *“We haved



