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¥ . She was totally
intense, totally dedicated
to what she saw as a moral
or ethical pmnciple . . .Y

recailed that Davidwon had “ajways ex-
pressed 4n opunsom abowt being oppased Lo
the death samtance, and that was way back
before she became & judge. She was 2 person
who had her coaveetions and the courage 1o
express them. °

said “If she feit they werea't putting a fair
shake, she carmed the torch. She fought
for what sbe thought was right "

Davidese » survived by ber bushasd. Da-
vid & Davideos of Chevy Chase 3 som, Leo
[hv“uoanlhm.Co‘.,aum‘

Judge Davidson, dead at 56, carried torch for the people
@ &

ter. Miams K. Davideocn, 32 her mother, Kiga
Charmatz of Mew Hyde Park. NY. and a
n’.Prk.' Dr Issbei Zackson of New Hyde
A

Ervmng S Soatt —tuther Starnes M6 O Megligence. oot wato the howpetal Aug. 17 for treatzedt
Rita Qharmaty Davideon was the Davideos also made for women Qliel Jwige Robert C. Mwrphy yemarday
Temas ever samed to Marylaad's ment 204 Soctal Services 8 the early 1970s. aad the sate 10 1970, when Mandel samed  CAled ber daath o “dreadfel loss.” Gov. flar-
conrt Apguimted by Acting Gev. Blair Lee "My OWR guimn-and she sver told me  Mr secretary of the sate Departmest of 7 R Hughs 1aid, “She was an excetless g
rd in 1979, she ramained its ealy femaie ju- thus - wag she found & tachaicality to Social Services, making % And 2 fine lady. " .
rist antil her denth iber gut imstincta—Wat the state onght 0ot to  Mer the first-ever female Cabinet member In o of her last cases. 1 Augum, s
Oue of the Court of Appeals’ mest liberal e aboet the buminam of killiag and the highest-canking womss ia Marylond  TTOW the dissvatiag opumca s e Mgk
membary, she parted with the ceurt's ma- Former Gov. Magvin Masdel. whe aamed  Stale goversment. courts 6-1 decisien aphoiding the comstite-
jority frequently te write sole dissents. She  bar Lo the Court of Special Appesis 1n (972, “She had & [eeling for peepie.” Mandel Tiallty of the sata's sobriety

Ses DAVIDSON, D2, Col. |

Member of Mandel Cabinet

Judge Davidson carried torch for people

18 s Case (b ndividwal FghtD ac-

R, .. iwas very much impressed with her
ability, and also by her grasp of the problems
she saw. She really had a feeling for the people
problems. She had a feeling for people . . .9

~Marvin Mande!

corded by the C: must pre-
vail,” she wrote

18 view of the alternatve mech-
amsins avadable {the effective-

oess of the roadbiocks| was o mar-
©ooal to jastify te pracuce usder
the Pourth Amendment.”

However. Dewvideom probabiy
=merged most visibly s desth peaal-
ty cases. To the prowiag aggravsuon
o anuchme groups and prosecs-
wey, e Court of Appeais reversed
sentesces or cORYICLONS 10 all of the
(irst aioe death pemaity cases it 1o
viewed after restoration of Mary-

land's death penaity.
The first foar of those cases were
reversed . but the last

five were ¢-3 deciaiens, with Devid-
108 ant Judges Harry A. Cole. Joha
C Buindge asd James ¥ Couch Jr.
in the majonty

Amme Arvodel State’s Attorwey
Warten B Duckert Jr. charged ia
Septmnber 1963 the lowr fadges went
“19 great extrames (s fiad reassss (o

Davuisos had beea 2 frequant dis-
snter 26 well from maprity opis-
1008 on the Cowrt of Special Appaaia,
Where she surved Irom 1973 (o (979,
Some of her dissents (ormed the bas-

out the suit of 3 Mootgomery County
248 Who charged the county schoold
w1tk segligence in the placement of
s om

she was sworn 1t whes 1 recount
showed she last by 3 handful of
voum

Devideon was coamdered s likely

But Davidson. e lone di L
said she would aliow the suits de-
cause eusung methods for dealng

schools to sctueve educational objec-
tives bave reached mammive propor-

Davideon. jowed by one other
judge. ook 2 pro-labor position
bar dissent ‘rom the majority ua a
1#2 decuton that upheid the nght of
Carroll County's school doard W hold
teacher negotiations in public

She argued that public coatract
talks wouid ‘tend o wdubit. f not
dastroy (he coliective dargaumng

Davidacs was bors and reared in

N.Y . 200 groduated Pui

Beta Kappa trom Goucher College a

1#40. She aarned ber Law degres at

Yale Law School, where she met her
husbeand. David S. Davideoe.

The couple married and moved to
Washinglos i 195) He went ts work
for tha National Labor Relatioms
Board, and she joued a privats law
irm and speciaiised 19 labor (aw

Settling with ber famuly & Mont-
gownary County. Duvideoa 3008 be-
came Wvoived .o Democratic polj-
Ucs. She served on the coumty's
Board of Appaaia ibe Marylasd-Na-
tioaal Capatal Park and Plnang
C

course s the Court of Appesia.
[n a 1983 case. e bigh court
agreed with iower courts aad threw

a0d s » Moatgomery
County womng heanng examiner

She was clected o the
Council, but ost her seat a day after

to rem for

732 30 Naa's whemploymest, wei-
{are, food stamp and public howsiag
programs.

Critics at the time quastionsd her
qualifications and charged she was
chosas (o end ber bid for county ez-
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“I was very much impressed with
also by ber of the
she 3aw. She really had a foniing for
e psople problems.

“She came 1o that massive thing
with & fesiing thet government was
20t ag respoasible as 1t ought Lo be to
peopie.” i Starmes. “She was
totally intense. totaily dedicated o
what sbe saw a8 3 moral or ethical

“1 I a pefyom Who respoads to
probiems that Mave 0 de mived
wherever they cas be lound,” David-
sou said at the Lme. “There 13 some-
thing 18 peopie st makes thern @
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"knew little and cared jess’ about

the probiems of Lhe posr. LMYVIGEOR

barwall an loe
the poar, a0t ast for the goversor's
re-slection.

Ouce, while sacretary of the do-
partment, she gave 2 “rousing”
spoach at a8 Aomapolis rally i1s sy
port of weifare grast iacTesses. then
lad 2 march on L1 Gov Blar Lee
3rd's office 0 ask bow he admuime-
tratios would cespood. Weifare
grast ncreasss have baen a pubiic
2000 31 Dudget tune ever suace.

“The fact was she didn't get that
maRy grast iacTeases coupared io
later sacretacvm who worked Win
the system. * Starmes said. ‘But what
she did do was raise the Comscious-
ness of poor people.
in 1971, she defied Mandel by 1o
sisting that she —oot the General As-
sembly — wosld decide whether o
chatge waiface rule ' allow wnk-
\ag workers w apply for welfare
benefits.

Thes mate Sem. Robert E Bau-
mas attacked Danideca a3 “somecee
who doas not koW ber place in gov-
eronent and has e greatest au-
dacity.”

I the end, she backed dowu. ai-
lowing the agisiature to decde the-

)

Har awdscity sod indepandence
were probadly what moved Mandel
in 1973 to take har out of the Cabuset
And name har o the Cowrt of Spacial
Appeala, Starves sad.

“I tunk she ended sp where she
thould have been. She made 2 much
bettar judge thas a bureaucrst. he

said.

But Masdel said “You dost put
wrostedy ob the Court of Appesis
because theyTe aa irtitact oa the
Cabiset, for God's sake. You lire
hees. "

He appoisted ber 10 the court. be
sid becawe she was “emunently
Qqualified

Devideon was hooored [or the
Outatanding Contribution by a Wom-
an 18 the Mald of Law by the New
York Womaes's Bar Amocistion. She
also received Maryland's Distia-
gushed Citisan's Award, and was
listed ta Who's Who 11 Amenca.



