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PREFACE TO A MORAL MAN

he private man and the
public career are of a
piece. From the Maryland
House of Delegates to the
House of Representatives to the Senate
of the United States, a clear, consistent,
humane voice speaks to the concerns
of all people, and it never wavers.
There are the grand issues—war and
peace, individual liberties, government
responsibility, social justice, the bal-
ances of power—and they are the
issues Charles Mathias invests with
grandeur, the tribute to a colleague,
the dedication of a lodge, the salvation
by legislation of the Naval Academy’s
cows. He brings to any occasion, and
this volume is more a metaphor for the
occasions of a life of public service
than a memorial, an effortless elegance
of mind, finely discriminating, sensi-
tive to nuance, capacious in grasp and
sympathy which then finds ready ex-
pression in a prose at once stately and
supple, balanced in its periods, apho-
ristic in its tang, cultivated in its allu-

sions. The public voice reflects the
inner mind and is an unmistakable
voice, steeped in eighteenth century
reading and in twentieth century con-
cerns, marked above all—so rare in
public voices, so strong and comfort-
ing in this one—by humor and by
history.

A sense of humor may be, in micro-
cosm, a sense of history, for both are
the expressions of a sense of perspec-
tive, an instinct to set figures and
events in a deep temporal landscape,
so that our petty concerns never over-
master us and our abiding concerns
remain humanly manageable. Small
wonder, if wonder at all, that one of
the sanest and wisest voices on foreign
policy, and on global concerns since the
Second World War should be this voice,
this sensibility, this poet of the wing-
beats of geese over Chesapeake Bay,
this gourmet of every smell and sound,
every taste and tremor, every nook and
cranny, every bit of lore and noble as-
piration, of his beloved Maryland.

Traveling much in Maryland, the
Senator has engaged a landscape and a
people he has never ceased to love and

admire. And traveling the world, he
has brought home that well-stocked
mind, that keen conscience, that voice
so many millions have relied on, home
to Maryland and, as he might say, to
the larger Republic. In paying tribute
to a friend in 1967, he said, ... the art
of bringing history to life is not an easy
one. It requires great energy, ability
and imagination, plus a firm belief in
the value of our past as an active in-
fluence on our present life.” How well
that fits Charles Mathias, at least in
part; for the rest of this remarkable
man—his lawyer’s clarity, his states-
man’s vision, his American’s subtle
optimism—turn these pages, gentle
reader, and watch a great mind and
spirit at work. Such a man is what the
Founders had in mind when they
created the idea of a Senator. Like the
oysters of his Bay, there is no one else
like him nor is there likely to be.

A. BARTLETT GIAMATTI,
President, Yale University
June, 1986







® Howuse of Delegates

Annapolis, MD,

Febi 13,1959,

THE LESSON OF LINCOLN

—

his may be the lesson of
Lincoln—that each of us
must live by and for our
== principles—however they
may be shaped by our individual
philosophies.

Not every one of us can be born a
prodigy, but every man and woman in
this Chamber can live a life true to his
or her convictions. And this fact, not
the transitory presence of a genius
among us, is the moral ingredient of
society. Without it, all the might, ma-
jesty, dominion and power on this
earth will not make a man or a
people great.

Consider Lincoln’s steadfast adher-
ence to the basic concept of justice, to
the necessity for integrity, to the virtue

of charity, and to the ideal of liberty.
Those principles did not prevent him
from growing with the broadening of
his experience or from changing and
maturing his viewpoint on many
public questions. They were not
inhibitions, but pivots upon which
he turned the fateful decisions that
shaped not only his life, but our own.

No genius, no education, no train-
ing could have prepared any man to
direct the climactic course of events
that marked Lincoln’s presidency.
Only by a strict reliance on unchang-
ing principles did he daily cope with
ever changing problems. Thus he was
able to successfully conclude a civil
war that he neither proposed nor an-
ticipated. Thus he brought liberty to
three million Americans when his only
declared purpose had been to check
the spread of slavery.

And so I propose that we make this
Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the
birth of Abraham Lincoln a day of
dedication to the kind of life Lincoln
lived —a life guided by principle and
personal conviction.

If we do, and if our fellow Americans
throughout the Union join with us in
carrying that dedication beyond this
hour and this day, there may indeed
be a new birth of freedom. And then
we may make it possible for our suc-
cessors in this House to look back to
our own generation, and to say of us
on future anniversaries of this day:

In that time, the American dream
was realized and American greatness
was achieved by men of principle—
men in the mold of Lincoln!

Jmm AND PATTY ROUSE




m [.aw Day

Houwuse of Representatives,

Mavy 1, 1961.

FHE RULE OF LAW

f we ever depend upon

one man to sustain the

law for us, then the rule
of law will end and a tyranny, however
benevolent, will commence. I pledge
myself, therefore, to join the millions
throughout the world, lawyers and
laymen, Americans and allies, who are
now renewing their determination
that our grandchildren shall live under
the rule of law and know the benefit of
freedom.

B Tux Benefits for College Tuition Costs

Houwse of Representatives,

May 23, 1961.

THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN

n a period when intellec-

tual discipline and aca-

demic achievement are
recognized as vital to our national
existence, 1t becomes essential to insure
that scholastic opportunity be as uni-
versal as individual talents will permit.
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8 NMaryland Day

House of ]\’l’/))I"V')I/(If/l"l'.\.

Viarch 26, 1962.

A FREE PEOPLE

... the traditions of a free people are
not only a part of their treasure. But
also a significant portion of their
armor. The citizens of Maryland are
rich in having inherited such vigorous
and valuable traditions.

® olitical Contributions

Houwse of Representatioes,

June 23, 1965.

THE CIVIL SERVICE

shall do all in my power

... to uphold the nonpar-

tisan character of the civil
service. I offer my services as a citizen
and a lawyer to any civil servant who
suffers because he fails to pay tribute to
any political party.




8 Tvibute to Carl Humelsine

House of Representatives,

March 10, 1967.

BRINGING HISTORY TO:LLIEE

... the art of bringing history to life is
not an easy one. It requires great
energy, ability and imagination, plus a
firm belief in the value of our past as
an active influence on our present life.

B Reform of Campaign Financing

House of Representatives,

April 20, 1967.

THE COST OF FREE ELECTIONS

hroughout our national

history, our free election

system has been the bul-
wark of our Republic. It has given us a
forum for free expression, a channel
for competition among economic and
social groups, and a peaceful path for
progress in tumultuous times. The
clamor and confusion of American
elections have proven to be one of
the greatest stabilizing forces in our
society. For the electoral process, at
all levels of our government, provides
an outlet for social tensions and an

entry point for new ideas which might
otherwise be directed along destruc-
tive routes.

... the high cost and intricate struc-
ture of campaigns has the potential for
discouraging many of our finest citi-
zens from entering political life at all.
It is no longer true that any man or
woman has an equal chance to run for
office in America. The opportunity is
now shadowed by demands for. . . the
funds required to compete.



8 Naval Academy Dairy

House of Representatives,

August 1, 1967.

NO SACRED COWS

also have a high regard bill and be hereafter considered as

for cows, whether they sacred cows. This bill exempts these

are found at the Naval 600 sacred cows from the rule of rea-
Academy dairy farm or elsewhere in son. It would exempt these 600 sacred
Maryland or at any other place in the cows from the laws of economics and
country. But I have made it a matter of it would exempt these 600 sacred cows
high principle to treat all cows with a from the disciplines of the free enter-
fine degree of impartality. prise system.

I strongly dissent from the propo- I believe in treating all cows alike.

sition that 600 cows at Gambrills,
Maryland should be beatified by this

B [aw Enforcement and

Crinmnal Justice Act

House of Representatives,

August 2, 1967.

MASTERS OF OUR FUTURE

do not believe that our

Nation is in decline, or

that freedom in the
United States is going to be replaced by
the regimentation of impersonal
forces, the dictatorship of lawlessness,
or the tyranny of fear. I do not believe
that our Nation, so great in material
wealth, has become so weak in vision
or so small in spirit that we are no
longer masters of our own future.




® Cuoil Rights

Houwuse of Representatives,

Awgust 15, 1967.

SHIELD AND SWORD

... the law in America has tradition-
ally served us as both a shield and a
sword—as a shield to protect our
citizens and our civilization, and as

a sword to strike down injustices,
inequities, and arbitrary uses of power
or force.

® Captive Nations Week

House of Representatives,

July 17, 1968.

THE ITRON CURTAIN

e must remember . . . that

there are millions behind

the Iron Curtain who
look to America for hope, encourage-
ment and inspiration. It is our con-
tinuing task to seek ways to lessen the
burdens of these people, strengthen
communications among the men and
women of all nations, and to renew
our own faith so that we may better
give encouragement and moral leader-
ship to all who seek a life of freedom.

14
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he invasion of Czecho-
slovakia should bring a
— healthy dose of realism to
those who believe the withdrawal of
U.S. troops from Europe can be done
without endangering our security and
that of the free world.

The answers to the lessons of Czecho-
slovakia lie somewhere between, on
the one hand, the naive belief in a
massive, unilateral withdrawal of U.S.

Irins Control

NATIONAL

r—y
he improvident emphasis
on the immediate needs
- of the military, in fact, is

in itself a form of unilateral disarma-
ment, since it reduces the amount of
federal money available for the basic
research and scientific education on
which our security will depend 1n
future decades. Our security in the

troops from Europe and, on the other,
the abandonment of all efforts to in-
crease East-West understanding.

I do not advocate a return to the
Cold War. We must not abandon all
efforts to promote peaceful accord. We
cannot cancel, in haste, all cultural
and related agreements with the East.
A retreat into i1solationism would be
unwise, immature and unrealistic, but
1t is equally unrealistic to assume that
we are now 1n a golden era of peace

SECURITY

1980’s will be a product of today’s
activity not at our missile sites but in
our classrooms.

A good way to lose an arms race is
to spend too much money on it and
not enough on the needs of the society.
For nauonal security must be achieved
by the whole society. There are few
greater threats to the future security of
our country than the elephanuasis of
defense spending at the expense of our
social progress and economic stability.

and cooperation among nations. We
are not.

No matter how promising the out-
look may appear to be from time to
time for general East-West progress
toward peace—and I do not discount
the gains which have been made—the
Kremlin still includes men who are
preoccupied with extending thetr own
power. The only deterrent is the fear of
the power of others.

We are confronted 1n effect with a
proposal to escalate the arms race to a
new level of incalculable danger and
expense. Yet it is certain that if our
universities are in turmoil, many of
our cities approaching bankruptcy,
and our new generation of youth de-
moralized, this country will not be
saved by a new generation of weapons.







