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dollars, authorized by the act of the extra session of May, 1876.—
One of the gentlemen appointed was in Europe at the time, and the
others joined Lim there in the course of the last summer. No offi
cial report has, as yet, been received from the commissioners: but it
is understood that they were unsuccessful in their attempts to pro-
cure the loan in kurope. A full report of their proceedings will, it
is believed, be made at an early day, when it shall be laid, forthwith,
before you. A letter from one of the commissioners, in anticipation
of a joint report, is herewith transmi:ted, marked H.

The failure of the Commissioners to obtain, at this time, the eight
million loan in Europe has, by no means, | ssened our confidence in
the completion of the great works for whose benefit it is intended.—
The action of the Legislature in the passage of the internal improve-
ment law affords ample evidence of their importance in the estimation
of that body, which, it is believed, did, at the May session, only re-
flect the feelings and convictions of the people of the State upon the
subjest. Maryland, indeed, has no alternaiive, if she desires to
keep pace with her sister states, but to prosecute to a successful is-
sue the policy indicated in her last great internal improvement law of
May, 1836. Since then, the scheme of a Rail Road from Charleston
to Cirinnati has assumed the shape of a well organized system,
and, to sustain it, the several States through which the Road must
pas have all given their aid—and South Carolina now solieits for her
commercial capital the trade of the West, through a longer channel
than would be necessary to bring it to the emporium ot Maryland.—
Pennsvlvania, t0o, since then, not satisfied with her already gigautic
system of internal improvement, has authorized the construction of
the Philadelphia and Erie Rail Road; and, in so deicg, has not
only given her testimony to the importance of works of the kind to
the Siate iiself, but has shown her sense of their value as connected
with her prineipal commercial city. ~ Virginia, too, is rapidly urging
forward her plan of Western communication, by the route of the
James and Kenhawha Rivers; and, although embarking late in the
internal improvement system, is manifesting a feeling in regard to
it strongly indicative of her convietion as to its importance. ~Mary-
land lies between the States here mentioned, and, with as deep a
stake in the Western trade, at which they are all aiming, enjoys na-
turally far greater advantages to facilitate her attempt to secure it.—
The Chesapeake Bay, along the eastern shore of which one of the
principal works indicated in the internal improvement act is to be
constructed, and with the commereial emporium of the State at its
head, penetrates so far westward as to place Baltimore nearer to the
waters beyond tha Alleghanies than any other city on the Atlantic
seaboard; aud the advantages thus possessed by that city continued
to be experienced, in its monopoly almost of the western trade, until
the adoption of better plans of internal communication, by diminish-
ing the cost of transpor tation from Philadelphia and New York, com-




