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Mica is a constituent part of granite, gneiss, and mica-
slate rocks, and also is found in most sandstones and some
other rocks, but as it is very slowly decomposed by natural
causes, it does not so readly give up its alcalies as felspar,

4.—TALC AND STEATITE.

Pure talc is sometimes white, but usually of some shade of
green, and is frequently more or less transparent. It is
;nostly soft and unctuous to the touch, and has a pearly
ustre.

Steatite, usually called soapstone, is a massive and less
pure variety of tale.

The composition of tale is as follows:
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5.—SERPENTINE.

This like talc consists principally of silica and magnesia,
but contain more water than tale, as is shown in the table
below :
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Serpentine occurs massive, and its color is usually some
shade of green; sometimes variegated, with shades of red,
blue, and purple. It is one of the constituents of the much
prized verde antique marble.
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