l

Sxlat 0, I 61.0659.6053.
Adarnina,’ Lo 19.68|24.2826.
Potagiine, 71 & . ¢ 3.91] 1.08| 0.
Lo L pe i B P R 7.55 6.53 4.
Lime, oxide of
iron, and mag-
nesia, . . . . o 72 '7.80( 8.51(15.

Although there is considerable variety of composition, yet
we find that potash or soda, or both, are found in all of them.

Felspar becomes an important material in the economy of
nature, because it is believed to have furnished the greater
portion of the silicates of the alcalies, so essential to the
growth of plants, by means which will be adverted to in an-
other chapter,

3.—MICA.

The term isinglass has been often applied to this mineral ;
improperly, however, because that name belongs to another
well known article of animal origin.

Mica is usually gray or greenish, and sometimes black. It
may be readily divided into extremely thin plates, by which
character it may be distinguished from tale, as the elasticity
of a very thin plate of mica is such that if bent it will return
to its original shape. This does not take place with talc,
which it otherwise resembles.

Mica varies somewhat in its composition, as is shown in
the following table of analyses of six varieties:

2. 3. . 5. 6.

Silica .. . . . . . |46.23/40.19/50. 4'7.19(36.54
Mugminaiti .0, .14122.79121.33 32.80125.47
Oxide of manganese . . | 4.57| 2.02}.... .| . .58 1.92
Oxideofiron, . -~ . '« " 9719.78 9. Shs AT127.06
Potash™, L e e, - - 7.49

Lithica . s -

Fluoric acid
Lime

Water .

<.

It will be noticed that all the above contain potash.
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