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And whereas, His Excellency, in communicating to the
Senate and House of Delegates his proceedings in and about
the matters aforesaid, has declared that a decent respect for
the opinions of his fellow-citizens, and due concern for the
dignity of his office, and a regard for his personal honor, in-
duced him to employ that occasion for a dispassionate review
of the series of events intimately connected with our domestic
policy, and entitled, apart from any concern he might enter-
tain with regard to himself, to our serious consideration ;

And whereas, The Senate and House of Delegates agree
with His Excellency in reference to the importance of the
matter, and entertaining a high regard for the dignity, power
and honor of the office which he holds, the checks and bal-
ances maintained in our Constitution and form of government,
and the peace and quiet of the community on the one
side, and the freedom and personal rights of the citizens on
the other, and, as they have been addressed by His Excel-
lency upon the subject, and their opinions invoked, a due
sense of respect for themselves and the people of the Stats of
Maryland, whom they represent, imperatively demand of
thern that $hey should speak upon the subject ; therefore—

Resolved, By the General Assembly of Maryland, That we
condemn all frauds upon the ballot-box, by whomsoever per-
petrated, and all violence, hinderance or intimidation of the
citizen, whether actually threatened in the exercise of his
elective franchise, and we proclaim it as the unalterable opin-
ion of the people we represent, that the freedom and purity
of the ballot-box is essential to the existence of our free insti-
tutions and the peace of the Commonwealth, and that they
should be preserved everywhere within her limits, and by all
the power of the State ;

And be it further resolved, That the assertion of His Excel-
lency, that the state of society in the city of Baltimore, on the
eve of the last election, was verging upon the fiercest anarchy,
and that outrages, almost incredible in a civilized communi-
ty, were then and there committed, and that an ubiquitous
organization prevailed, by violence, to the exclusion of voters,
at will, and controlled means and resources for the most per-
nicious and daring frauds, and ‘¢ that such wrongs were per-
petrated as have no parallel in the election annals of our coun-
try, but in Baltimore itself,’”’ and this, too, ‘“under the offi-
cial assurance of municipal powers, and of a police organiza-
tion, and a plan of operations adequate to the emergency,”
unsustained as it is by evidence, we condemn as a libel upon
the people of that great commercial metropolis of our State ;

And be it further resolved, That while we condemn all
frauds, violence or intimidation, on the part of any portion of
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