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only the powers and duties of that office. When the Presi-
dent of the Senate serves as acting Governor, he shall con-
tinue to be President of the Senate, but his duties as presi-
dent shall be performed by such other person as the Senate
shall select.

(g) The Court of Appeals shall have original and exclu-
sive jurisdiction to adjudicate disputes or questions arising
from the failure of the Governor-elect to take office, or the
service of the Lieutenant Governor or President of the Sen-
ate as acting Governor, or the creation of a vacancy in the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor by reason of
disability, or the succession to the office of Governor or
Lieutenant Governor, or the exercise of the powers and du-
ties of a successor to the office of Governor (amended by
Chapter 743, Acts of 1959, ratified Nov. 8, 1960; Chapter
532, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 7. The Legislature may provide by law, not incon-
sistent with Section 26 of Article III of this Constitution,
for the impeachment of the Governor and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor (amended by Chapter 743, Acts of 1959, ratified Nov.
8, 1960; Chapter 532, Acts of 1970, ratified Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 7A. Vacant (added by Chapter 532, Acts of 1970,
ratified Nov. 3, 1970. Repealed by Chapter 681, Acts of
1977, ratified Nov. 7, 1978).

SEC. 8. The Governor shall be the Commander-in-
Chief of the land and naval forces of the State; and may call
out the Militia to repel invasions, suppress insurrections,
and enforce the execution of the Laws; but shall not take
the command in person, without the consent of the Legis-
lature.

SEC. 9. He shall take care that the Laws are faithfully ex-
ecuted.

SEC. 10. He shall nominate, and, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, appoint all civil and military offi-
cers of the State, whose appointment, or election, is not
otherwise herein provided for, unless a different mode of
appointment be prescribed by the Law creating the office.

SEC. 10A. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of
this section, a Governor may not appoint a person to an of-
fice in the Executive Branch of State Government during:

(1) The period between a primary election in which the
Governor is not renominated or is ineligible to succeed
himselfand the inauguration of the next succeeding Gover-
nor; or

(2) If the Governor is nominated in the primary election
but defeated in the general election, the period between the
general election and the inauguration of the next succeed-
ing Governor.

(b) In an emergency during the periods described in sub-
section (a) of this section, a Governor may appoint a person
to an office in the Executive Branch that the Governor has
the power to fill on a temporary basis upon filing a state-
ment of emergency with the Secretary of State. Appoint-
ments made under this subsection are subject to the ap-
proval of the next succeeding Governor, who may remove
the temporary officeholder and appoint a replacement
(added by Chapter 114, Acts of 1995, ratified Nov. 5, 1996).

Constitution of Maryland / 601

SEC. 11. In case of any vacancy, during the recess of the
Senate, in any office which the Governor has power to fill,
he shall appoint some suitable person to said office, whose
commission shall continue in force until the end of the next
session of the Legislature, or until some other person is ap-
pointed to the same office, whichever shall first occur; and
the nomination of the person thus appointed, during the
recess, or, of some other person in his place, shall be made
to the Senate on the first day of the next regular meeting of
the Senate (amended by Chapter 626, Acts of 1955, ratified
Nov. 6, 1956).

SEC. 12. No person, after being rejected by the Senate,
shall be again nominated for the same office at the same ses-
sion, unless at the request of the Senate; or, be appointed to
the same office during the recess of the Legislature.

SEC. 13. All civil officers nominated by the Governor
and subject to confirmation by the Senate, shall be nomi-
nated to the Senate within forty days from the commence-
ment of each regular session of the Legislature; and their
term of office, except in cases otherwise provided for in this
Constitution, shall commence on the first Monday of May
next ensuing their appointment, and continue for two years
(unless removed from office), and until their successors, re-
spectively, qualify according to law (amended by Chapter
99, Acts of 1956, ratified Nov. 6, 1956; Chapter 161, Acts of
1964, ratified Nov. 3, 1964; Chapter 576, Acts of 1970, rati-
fied Nov. 3, 1970).

SEC. 14. If a vacancy shall occur, during the session of
the Senate, in any office which the Governor and the Senate
have the power to fill, the Governor shall nominate to the
Senate before its final adjournment, a proper person to fill
said vacancy, unless such vacancy occurs within ten days be-
fore said final adjournment.

SEC. 15. The Governor may suspend or arrest any mili-
tary officer of the State for disobedience of orders, or other
military offense; and may remove him in pursuance of the
sentence of a Court-Martial; and may remove for incompe-
tency, or misconduct, all civil officers who received ap-
pointment from the Executive for a term of years.

SEC. 16. The Governor shall convene the Legislature,
or the Senate alone, on extraordinary occasions; and when-
ever from the presence of an enemy, or from any other
cause, the Seat of Government shall become an unsafe place
for the meeting of the Legislature, he may direct their ses-
sions to be held at some other convenient place.

SEC. 17. (a) To guard against hasty or partial legislation
and encroachment of the Legislative Department upon the
co-ordinate Executive and Judicial Departments, every Bill
passed by the House of Delegates and the Senate, before it
becomes a law, shall be presented to the Governor of the
State. If the Governor approves he shall sign it, but if not he
shall return it with his objections to the House in which it
originated, which House shall enter the objections at large
on its Journal and proceed to reconsider the Bill. Each
House may adopt by rule a veto calendar procedure that
permits Bills that are to be reconsidered to be read and vot-
ed upon as a single group. The members of each House
shall be afforded reasonable notice of the Bills to be placed




