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with national cigarette retailers to prevent sales to youth.
He also led a multi-state initiative to encourage the motion
picture industry to decrease smoking in youth-rated mov-
ies. To reduce juvenile crime, Mr. Curran issued a report on
the link between children’s exposure to media violence and
youth aggression and delinquency, and distributed
600,000 media violence diaries to help parents monitor
their children’s consumption of media violence. Mr.
Curran has promoted juvenile crime prevention programs
to help at-risk youth, including a mentoring program with-
in his own office, and he conducted a statewide youth lis-
tening tour to make recommendations in his report, In
Their Own Words, about how adults can improve their re-
sponse to teens’ problems.

Prescription Drugs. To help Marylanders without insurance
Mr. Curran created a first-of-its-kind drug-pricing website,
which allows consumers to compare retail prices charged by
different pharmacies in Maryland for commonly used pre-
scription drugs. He also has developed educational out-
reach materials to help seniors make good decisions about
Medicare Part D, the complex new federal prescription
drug benefit.

Crime, Gun Violence, & the Death Penalty. In a landmark
1990 case, Maryland v. Craig, Attorney General Curran
successfully urged the U.S. Supreme Court to uphold
Maryland’s law permitting victims of child abuse to testify
via one-way television. Also before the Supreme Court, the
Attorney General successfully litigated Maryland v. Wilson
(1997). The Attorney General argued that police officers,
who routinely conduct traffic stops that sometimes turn
deadly, may order the passenger out of the car to allow the
officer to safely process the traffic stop. Mr. Curran has long
been a champion of efforts to reduce the epidemic of gun
violence. He has worked for better laws and resources to
help law enforcement keep guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals, including calling for restrictions on the ownership of
handguns and establishing a firearms trafficking unit dedi-
cated to the prosecution of persons who unlawfully pur-
chase or attempt to purchase firearms. He also has called for
abolition of the death penalty because of the inevitability
that its continued use will lead to an irrevocable, unaccept-
able mistaken execution of an innocent person.

Slot-Machine & Casino Gambling. Mr. Curran has been a
consistent leader in opposing efforts to bring slot-machine
and casino gambling to the State since his comprehensive
study, The House Never Loses and Maryland Cannot Win.
His conclusion that the costs of slot machines would far
outweigh the benefits has since been supported by academ-
ic scholarship.

Domestic Violence. From his creation and stewardship of the
Family Violence Council over ten years ago, through his
latest initiative, Cut It Out, which provides outreach to vic-
tims through beauty salons, Mr. Curran has promoted new
laws, developed innovative programs, and collaborated on
training and education to help victims of domestic violence
and reduce its tragic impact in Maryland.

Prescription Drug Abuse. Mr. Curran has released a report
on the growing problem of prescription drug abuse among
Maryland teens and adults, and is developing the blueprint
for a prescription monitoring program to help law enforce-
ment and health professionals reduce drug diversion and
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abuse and improve pharmaceutical therapy. He also is call-
ing for increased criminal penalties for prescription drug di-
version.

Under Mr. Curran, the Attorney General’s Office is one of
the country’s best. The Medicaid Fraud Division has ob-
tained numerous convictions of health care providers en-
gaged in defrauding the Medicaid Program, as well as of
persons guilty of abuse or neglect of vulnerable adults. The
Division also recovered millions of dollars for the Medicaid
Program. Under Mr. Curran’s direction, the Criminal In-
vestigations Division has convicted hundreds of white col-
lar criminals, both in State government and private indus-
try, obtaining prison sentences all over the State and orders
of restitution totalling millions of dollars. The Divsion has
targeted such areas as public corruption, health care fraud,
illegal gun trafficking, insurance and securities fraud, tax
evasion, embezzlement, and vulnerable adult exploitation.
The Consumer Protection Division also has obtained mil-
lions of dollars in restitution and fines through enforce-
ment actions and in relief for consumers through its media-
tion efforts. The Securities Division protects Maryland in-
vestors from investment fraud and misrepresentation by ad-
ministering and enforcing the provisions of the Maryland
Securities Act, the Maryland Franchise Registration and
Disclosure Law, the Maryland Business Opportunity Sales
Act, and the Maryland Multilevel Distribution Companies
Law. The Antitrust Division enforces the State”s antitrust
laws and has recovered millions of dollars for both consum-
ers and the State of Maryland; most recently, the Division
recovered nearly $2.5 million for consumers and $3.4 mil-
lion for the State of Maryland in seven separate antitrust
cases brought against drug companies that were alleged to
have entered into illegal contracts. In addition, Mr. Curran
established an in-house continuing education program; en-
couraged assistant attorneys general to handle pro bono
cases; and has recovered millions of dollars for the State in
various cases.

Attorney General Curran began his career in public service
in 1958 when he was elected to the House of Delegates asa
law student. In 1962, he was elected to the State Senate.
During this time, despite angry demonstrators picketing his
home, he advocated open housing laws for Maryland. In
1967, Mr. Curran became chair of the Judicial Proceedings
Committee and held that position for sixteen years.

In the General Assembly, Mr. Curran sponsored or fought
for significant bills, including those creating the Court of
Special Appeals and the District Court system. He consis-
tently supported bills to improve the courts and the correc-
tions system, toughen drunk-driving laws, guarantee equal
rights, and require handgun permits. He also worked to
modernize Maryland’s divorce and alimony laws, reform
adoption and guardianship, and protect victims of domestic
violence.

Mr. Curran is married to the former Barbara Marie Atkins.
They are the parents of five children, Mary Carole, Alice,
Catherine, J. Joseph IIT (Max), and William (deceased).
The Currans reside in the Homeland section of Baltimore.




