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The select commiitee to whom was referred the memo.
rials of a number of inhabi‘ants or Harford county, pray-
ing that a law may pass imposing a tax -upon dogs for the
proteciion of sheep  have bad the came unler their con.
sideration. and ask leave th make the toHowing report,

The comminee believe that the laws that vre now opera-
tive for the protection of sheep, are not generully ur dep-
stood, awd by a large pirtion of the people, are not known
to exist at all;aud f{or the purpose of calling the aitention
of the ublic more particularly 1o them, we bLave given
their provisions 1o this repori,

The original law of 1827, chap. 199, provides that if
any dog or dogs, shall be detected in killing or Wjuring a-
oy sheep,and the owner f said_ dog or dogs, shali 1eluse
to kil ns said dog or dogs, atter he has been legally woti-
fied of the et agreeanly to the provision ot said acl,
that he shall pay 10 the owner of said sheep, donble the a-
mount of the value of sawl sheep, 10 be  recovered with
costs —a ul the suppdement, 1o that act passed 1831, chap.
169, provudes that it the owner of any dog or dogs, shall
refuse 1o kil s said dog or dogs, alter being 1. gaily noti-
fied agreeably 10 the provisions of that aet, that then and
i that case, the owner of said sheep has the right 1 kill
said dog or dogs, whenever he or they may be sevn running
al large, or apply to a consiable. Whase duty 1t shall be
forthuith to proceed to ithe house of the owner ol said
dog or dogs, and 1 kidi said vog or dogs, theie or wherever
else found—and for the dicharge o1 said duties, the con-
stuble 15 enlitied 1o reevave the sum of four dollars tor ¢=
very dog so killed, 1o be paid by the owner of saiil dog
or dogs, «nid 10 he cottected as other ecoagstables lves now
are. It deesapprar 1o your commiiter, that the valvable
annual allnded 10 1o the memoiials s “mply protected n
tiie two above recited aets if enforeed agres abiy to their let
ter and spint. It is aduntted by your comw ittee, that if
the wishes of the menonahsts were catied ou, by plac-
g aiax on dogs, it maght aed |~mlm|m would Luve the ef-
feer 1o lessen the nomber —tut n the apinion of your
comuitiee, ot wsuls not Lave the effeer 1o diminish the
evil eos plained of, tor the pevsan paying sani tax would
be utterly cisicgardless of the acts of s dog, and there-
by it would be the means of increasing tie giievance in-
stead of lessenivg it. 1t is ihe opinion of your cosmit-
tee it the law of 1827, and iis suppl ment, were put nto
prractical operation the ef'ect of ths grievance wouid par
iailly disipate—therefore your comuitice gnder ali the




