Decr. 28] OF THE SENATE. 1

not be diverted to any other, we beg leave most respeet-
fully to recommend that the amount which may be receiv-
ed by this state, as her portion ol the snrplus revenue re-
ferred to, be invested either in the eight million loan, the
stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, subseribed for
under the internal improvement act, or in some other pers
manent and prefitable stock, and that the interest or divi-
dends to be annually received therefrom, be applied to
the general purposes of the state, until the treasury shall
be relieved from the balance which has appeared against
it for several past years, and be in a condition to meet
from other sources all demands against it, and that there-
after the said interest or dividends be appropriated to the
advancement of education.

ft is believed that the appropriation of the aceruing ine
terest upon said fund for about three or four years, to the
general purposes of the treasury, and the completion of
the great works of internal improvement in which the
state has large investments, which may and ought to be
effected in the same time, will relieve the state treasury
from all difficulty, and leave it thereafter with ample re-
gources independent of said fund, to meet all the ordinary
and necessary expenses of the government, and demands
aganst it. And it will probably require about the same
length of time to mature and get into operation a general
system of education, commeusurate with the increased
means of sustawning it.

Ol the importanee of education it is not necessary for
us to speak in lengthened terms. That is a subject upon
which we all harmonise in opinion. Confessedly the
greatest blessing and most secure palladinm of a free peo-
ple—their firmest reliance for the perpetuity of their free-
dom, and for the discomfiture and overthrow of those who
would invade it, it must ever claio® from their true rep-
resentatives and their real friends, the most efficient en-
couragement, whenever the means in their po v er shall
enable them to extend it. We regard the present as a
most auspicious crisis for the establishment of a general
system of education throughout the state which we think
may and should be so modelled as that no one need fore-
go its beneficial influences. It is not probable that any
considerable portion of the surplus fund allotted to the




