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rights and privileges on the terms specifiad in the act wmeorporating the

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, it is for the legislature to decide
whether the sait shall be contmued or not.

Although the revenue system of the state has been considerable im«
proved within a few vears past, vet it is still capable of much more im-
provement. and the agent’s repeated visits to every county on the wes-
tern shore since May 1822, nas given him many opportunities of obtain-
ing information on the subject, At three successive sessions he hassug-
ested 1o the legislature the propriety of repealing the amerciament
w, and had, at one time, determined never again to mention the sub-
jects but it is so much complained of by public officers, aund is n fact, so
troublesome, and also so unproductive, that he once more earpestly re-
quests the attention of the legislature to the subject; and as a subsii-
tate, which would produce a considerable, and permanent revenue, a
tax of one dollar on every original writ might be lakl. The taxes on
chancery fees are also very troublesome to collect; the former mode of
paving for those services, at the time they were rendered, was much
more advautageous to the state,

If the laws on these subjects were repealed, the sheriff would only
have then the collection of fines and forfeitures, and there would be
little necessity for any agent to visit the counties twice a year; indeed,
as has been observed by the agent in former communications, if a com-
plete revenue system is adopted, the appointment of a special ‘agent
would not be at all necessary: hitherto it has been useful, as many old
debts were to collect, but all that were valid have been collected, or
are in a fair train for final settlement, If the agent was to give any o-
pinion as to what improvement might still be made m the revenue sys-
tem, he would say, that besides a treasurer, there should also be aa
auditor of public accounts, and that no money should either be paid in-
to, or drawn out ofjthe treasury. excepta record of the same was kept
by the auditor. These officers would act as checks upoen each other,
and for the public safety, as well as for their own sakes; such checks
are salutary, for the state may seldom, il ever again, wmeet with so
faithful and correct an oflicer, as the present treasurer of the western
shore.

And, as much of the revenue isand will continue to be coliected in
Baltimore. a commissioner of the reverue might be appointed to reside
there, and it should be a part of his duty, to see that all the revenue
laws were faithfelly comphied with, and to aid the aftorney general,
when prosecutions became necessary; some arrangements of this kind
would render the system wore efiicient, and the revenue more produc-
tive, nor would it increase the expenses now attending its collection;
and the great object of all revenue Jaws shonld be to ensure a safe,
prompt, and specdy collection of public monies, with as httle expense
to the people as possible.

Great irregulariiy stifl prevails in the wmode of making returns by
county clerks and sherifls; returns, in some counties, are made of the
epring and fall terws of court, in others of the fall and spring. Per-
mits are «till granted to erdinary keepers. and retmlers of spirituous
liquorsy for a less time than one vear. And with regard to the colleeti-
on of the direct tax, the levy courts, in some instances, have not met
at the time required by law, to make the assessment, and appoint a col-
Jector; the consequence is, that it is sometimes difficult to get any per-
son to act as coliector. 1o ebviate this difficulty, it would perhaps be
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