OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 15%

Mr. Montgomery presents a petition from sundry inhabitants of
Murford county, praying for a bridge over the Little Gunp:wder
Falls at the Rock Ford; relerred to Messrs. Mongumery, Hall
and Worthington, ' '

The amendments to the additional supplen ent to an act, entitle
ed. An act for quietin g possessions, enrolling conveyances, aud
securing the estates ol purd hasers, were read the second thwe,

The 4th, 7th, 9th, and 10th, were assented to. The 1st, 2d, 3d,
5th, 6th, anu 8th were rejected,

On motion by Mr. Montgomery, the following message was
read and 'dﬁb't‘lllt‘(_.l los

Ry the House of Delegates, January 30, 1826.

Gentlemen of the Senate, |

i e have considered the amendments proposed by your honourabie
body to the bill, entitled, An additional supplement w an act, entitied,
Au act for quieting possessivns, euroiling conveyances, and securing
the estates of purchasers, |

Fi'e have agreed to the fourth, seventh, ninth and tenth amendments
proposed, and have rejected the first, secoud, third, fifth, sixth aud
eizhth. *

J¥’e return you the bill, in the hope that upon reconsideration you
will concur with us.in simpiifying and facilitating the trausler of real
estate in the mode proposed. o

The convenience of the people not only in this state, but throughout
the country, induces them in almost every case, to go before justices
of the peace for the purpuse of acknowledging deeds. “They are easily
found, and are ever ready to perform the duty, for the moderate com-
pensation allowed them by law; it is unnecessary to say why it 1s so,
but it 1s certainly the fact. The superior courts and judges are very
rarely resorted to for fhis purj ose, where the law permits the service
to be rendered by justices of the peace. In conseguence of the intri-
cacy of the laws regulating the acknowledgments of deeds, 1t has not
unirequently happened, that where the grantor resides in a remote
state, several expensive journeys have been necessarily performed be-
fore ail the required, yet useless, ceremomies have been exactly executed,
Fie can see no good reasons why the oflicial acts of justices of the
peace, in other states, should not be allowed the same respect and au-
thority, which are given to those who are appoiuted under our own laws.
At present a letter of attorney may be executed and acknowledged be-
fore justices of the peace in other states, empowering the attorney to
acknowledge a deedin this state, and we can discern no advantage de-
rivable from this circuitous proceeding. ‘I'he necessity of proving in
this state, by the :ubscribing witnesses, the execution of such letter of
attorney, we consider as an obstacle to fair and proper transfers of pro-
perty, and not in any degree as a barrier to fraud.

e think the amendmeuts which we have rejected would in a great
degree defeat the objects which we proposed to adtain, and bhope, upon
reconsideration, your honourable body will recede from those amend-
ments, and pass the bill.

- The house adjourns until to morrow morning 10 o’clock.



