Martin O’Malley, Governor

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Health — General
8-402.
(a) The Administration shall:
(1) Plan and encourage development of, and coordinate the facilities

and services that offer treatment, care, or rehabilitation for alcohol and drug abusers;
and

(2)  Adopt regulations:

@) To set standards for treatment, care, and rehabilitation of
alcohol and drug abusers; and :

(i1)  To ensure that before a facility is certified under this title to
provide treatment, care, or rehabilitation of alcohol or drug abusers, an opportunity to
comment, concerning whether the facility meets certification requirements, is provided
to representatives of the county government and, if in a municipal corporation, the
municipal government and to private citizens in the community where the facility is
proposed to be located.

(b) The Administration may establish and operate or identify facilities and
services, including evaluation facilities to determine if an individual is a drug abuser
or alcohol abuser or dependent on drugs or alcohol.

(©) A facility that the Administration operates or contracts to be operated is
a health facility and is not, for any purpose, a correctional institution.

(d) An individual may not be discriminated against based on an inability to
pay for any services provided by the Administration either directly or by contract.

() To carry out the purposes of this title, the Administration may contract
with any appropriate public or private agency that has proper and adequate treatment
facilities, services, and staff.

. [ (@) The Administration shall evaluate the success and effectiveness of '

each alcohol abuse and drug abuse treatment program licensed or certified under this
subtitle by performing outcome research studies on a representative sample of
individuals who have received treatment under those programs to determine the
extent to which the individuals:

- 4897 -




