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@)  the child’s ability to be safe and healthy in the home of the
child’s parent;

(i1) the child’s attachment and emotional ties to the child’s
natural parents and siblings; ‘

(1) the child’s emotional attachment to the child's current
caregiver and the caregiver’s family;

(iv) the length of time the child has resided with the current
caregiver;

(v)  the potential emotional, developmental, and educational
harm to the child if moved from the child’s current placement; and

(vi) the potential harm to the child by remaining 1n State
custody for an excessive period of time.

(2) To the extent consistent with the best interests of the child in an
out—of~-home placement, the local department shall consider the following permanency

plans, in descending order of priority:

(1) returning the child to the child’s parent or guardian, unless
 the local department is the guardian;

(i)  placing the child with relatives to whom adoption, custody
and guardianship, or care and custody, in descending order of priority, are planned to
be granted; | |

(111) adoption in the following descending order of priority:

1. by a current foster parent with whom the child has
resided continually for at least the 12 months prior to developing the permanency plan
or for a sufficient length of time to have established positive relationships and family
ties; or |

2. by another approved adoptive family; or
(iv) another planned permanent living arrangement that:

1. addresses the _individualized needs of the child,
including the child’s educational plan, emotional stability, physical placement, and
socialization needs; and '
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