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market-related practices of health insurance carriers that may have the effect of.
unreasonably reducing reimbursements;

(4) Whether there is a need to enhance the ability of physicians and
other health care providers to negotiate reimbursement rates with health insurance
carriers, without unduly impairing the ability of the carriers to appropriately manage
their provider networks;

(5)  Whether there is a need to establish a rate-setting system for
physicians and other health care providers similar to the system established to set
hospital rates in Maryland; |

(6) The advisability of the use of payment methods linked to quality of
care or outcomes; and

() The need to prohibit a health insurance carrier from requiring
health care providers who join a provider network of the carrier to also serve on a
provider network of a different carrier.

(g) (1) The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to
the Governor and, subject to § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, to the General

Assembly, on or before December 31, 2007.

(2) If the Task Force determines it will not complete its work by
December 31, 2007, the Task Force shall, in the same manner as provided 1n
paragraph (1) of this subsection:

(1) Submit an interim report of 1its findings and
recommendations on or before December 1, 2007; and

(ii) Submit a final report of 1ts findings and recommendations
on or before [June 30, 2008] DECEMBER 1, 2008.

o (3) Notwithstanding paragraph (2) of this subsection, the Task Force
shall submit its findings and recommendations relating to subsection (£)(7) of this
section on or before December 31, 2007.

(h) A member of the Task Force may not receive compensation as a member
of the Task Force but is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard
State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

Chapter 505 of the Acts of 2007

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2007. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year AND 5 MONTHS and, at the
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