PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor Ch. 21
DRAFTER’S NOTE:

Error: Obsolete cross—reference in § 7-105(c)(2) of the Real Property
Article. o

Occurred: As a result of the revision of the Maryland Rules.
8-208.1.

(a) No landlord shall evict a tenant of any residential property or arbitrarily
increase the rent or decrease the services to which the tenant has been entitled for
any of the following reasons:

(1) Solely because the tenant or his agent has filed a written complaint,
or complaints, with the landlord or with any public agency or agencies against the
landlord; [or]

DRAFTER’S NOTE:
Error: Extraneous word in § 8-208.1(a)(1) of the Real Property Article.
Occurred: Ch. 645, Acts of 1974,
8-211.

(e) This section provides a remedy and imposes an obligation upon landlords
to repair and eliminate conditions and defects which constitute, or if not promptly
corrected will constitute, a fire hazard or a serious and substantial threat to the life,
health or safety of occupants, including, but not limited to:

(1) Lack of heat, {of] light, electricity, or [of] hot or cold running water,
except where the tenant is responsible for the payment of the utilities and the lack
thereof is the direct result of the tenant’s failure to pay the charges; [or]

(2) Lack of adequate sewage disposal facilities; [or]
(3) Infestation of rodents in two or more dwelling units; [or]

(4) The existence of any structural defect which presents a serious and
substantial threat to the physical safety of the occupants; or

(5) The existence of any condition which presents a health or fire hazard
to the dwelling unit. '

{f)  This section does not provide a remedy for the landlord’s failure to repair
and eliminate minor defects or, in those locations governed by such codes, housing
code violations of a nondangerous nature. There is a rebuttable presumption that the
following conditions, when they do not present a serious and substantial threat to the
life, health and safety of the occupants, are not covered by this section:

(1) Any defect which merely reduces the aesthetic value of the leased
premises, such as the lack of fresh paint, rugs, carpets, paneling or other decorative
amenities; [or]

(2) Small cracks in the walls, floors or ceilings; [or]
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