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Annotated Code of Maryland
(1996 Replacement Volume and 1997 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Insurance
15-826.
(A) THIS SECTION APPLIES TO:

(1} INSURERS ANT} NONPROFIT HEALTH SERVICE PLANS THAT PROVIDE
COVERAGE FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS UNDER HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES CR
CONTRACTS THAT ARE ISSUED OR DELIVERED IN THE STATE; AND

() HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE COVERAGE
FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS UNDER CONTRACTS THAT ARE ISSUED OR DELIVERED IN
THE STATE:-AND,

(B} AN ENTITY SUBJECT TO THIS SECTION:

(1) SHALL PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR ANY CONTRACEPTIVE DRUG OR
DEVICE THAT IS APPROVED BY THE UNITED STATES FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION FOR USE AS A CONTRACEPTIVE AND THAT IS OBTAINED UNDER A
PRESCRIPTION WRITTEN BY AN AUTHORIZED PRESCRIBER AS DEFINED IN § 12-101
OF THE HEALTH OCCUPATIONS ARTICLE;

{2) SHALL PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR THE INSERTION OR REMOVAL, AND
ANY MEDICALLY NECESSARY EXAMINATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE USE, OF SUCH
CONTRACEPTIVE DRUG OR DEVICE; AND

(3) MAY NOT IMPOSE A DIFFERENT COPAYMENT OR COINSURANCE FOR
A CONTRACEPTIVE DRUG OR DEVICE THAN 1S IMPOSED FOR ANY OTHER
PRESCRIPTION,

€ I A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION MAY REQUEST AND AN {-NSURE&

ENTITY S UBJECT TO THIS SECTION SHALL GRANTTHE REQUEST FOR AN EXGEFHGN
EXCLUSION FROM COVERAGE UNDER THE POLICY, PLAN, OR CONTRACT FOR THE
COVERAGE REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION IF THE REQUIRED
COVERAGE CONFLICTS WITH THE RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION'S BONA FIDE
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.

(2) A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION THAT OBTAINS AN EXCERTION
EXCLUSION FROM-THE REQUIRED-COVERAGE UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS
SUBSECTION SHALL PROVIDE ITS EMPLOYEES REASONABLE AND TIMELY NOTICE OF
THIS EXCERPTION EXCLUSION.
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