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&3 (IV} the child’s adjustment to home, school, and community;

&3 (V) THE RESULT OF the effort the naturdl parent has made to
adjust the natural parent’s circumstances, conduct, or conditions to make it in the
best interest of the child to be returned to the natural parent’s home, including:

@ 1. the extent to which the natural parent has mamtamed
regular contact with the child under a plan to reunite the child with the natural
parent, but the court may not give significant welght to any 1nc1dental visit,
communication, or contribution;

43 2. if the natural parent is financially able, the payment of a
reasonable part of the child’s substitute physical care and maintenance;

443} 3. the maintenance of regular communication by the natural
parent with the custodian of the child; and :

&w ‘4. - whether additional services would be likely to bring about
a lasting parental adjustment so that the child could be returned to the natural
parent within an ascertainable time, not exceeding 18 months from the time of
placement, but the court may not consider whether the maintenance of the
parent—child relatlonshlp may serve as an inducement for the natural parent’
rehabilitation; and.

) (VD all services offered to the natural parent before the placement of
the child, whether offered by the agency to which the child is committed or by other
agencies or professionals. .

(d (1) 'In determlning whether it is in the best interest of the child to
terminate a natural parent’s rights as to the child in a case involving a child who has
been adjudicated to be a child in need of assistance, a neglected child, an abused child,
or a dependent child, the court shall consider the factors in subsection (c} of this
section and whether any of the following continuing or serious conditions or acts exist:

(1) the natural parent has a disability that renders the natural
parent consistently unable to care for the immediate and ongoing physical or
psychelogical needs of the child for long periods of time;

(i) the natural parent has committed acts of abuse or neglect
toward any child in the family;

. (iii) the natural parent has failed repeatedly to give the child
adequate food, clothing, shelter, and education or any other care or control necessary
for the child’s physical, mental, or emotional health, even though the natural parent
is physically and financially able; Lor]

(iv) 1.  the child was born:

A. addicted to or dependent on cocaine, herocin, or a
derivative thereof; or . ‘
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