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(iii) If the jury, within a reasonable time, is not able to agree
unanimously on the imposition of a sentence of 1mpnsonment for life without the
possibility of parole, the court shall dismiss the jury and impose a sentence of
imprisonment for life.

(8) If the State gives the notice required under § 412 of this article of the
State’s intention to seek a sentence of imprisonment for life without the possibility of
parole, the court shall conduct a separate sentencing proceeding as soon as
practlcable after the trial has been completed to determine whether to impose a
sentence of 1mprlsonment for life or imprisonment for life without the possibility of
parole

(1)  The Court of Appeals may adopt rules of procedure to govern the conduct of
a sentencing proceedmg conducted pursuant to this section, including any forms to be
used by the court or jury in makmg its written findings and determmatlons of
Sentence :

(m) (1} A judge shall appoint at least 2 alternate jurors when impaneling a
jury for any proceeding:

(i) In which the defendant is bemg tried for a crime for which the
death penalty may be imposed; or

(i1} Which is held under the provisions of this section.

(2) The alternate jurors shall be retained during the length of the
proceedings under such restrictions and regulations as the judge may impose.

(3) (i) If any juror dies, becomes incapacitated, or disqualified, or is
discharged for any other reason before the jury begins its deliberations on sentencing,
an alternate juror becomes a. juror in the order in which selected, and serves in all
respects as those selected on the regular trial panel.

‘ (ii) An alternate juror may not replace a juror who'is discharged
during the actual deliberations of the jury en the guilt or innocence of the defendant,
or on the issue of sentencing.

" SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall be
construed only prospectively to apply to offenses that are committed on or after
‘October 1, 1998, and may not be applied or interpreted to have any effect on or
application to offenses committed before October 1, 1998.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect October 1, 1998.

Approved May 12, 1998. .
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