PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor Ch. 8

Defined terms: “Commission” § 1-101
“Proceeding” § 1-101
“Public service company” § 1-101
“Rate” § 1-101
“Residential and noncommercial users” § 2-201

2-2056. POWERS.
{A) RIGHTS.

IN APPEARANCES BEFORE THE COMMISSION AND COURTS ON BEHALF OF
RESIDENTIAL AND NONCOMMERCIAL USERS, THE OFFICE OF PEOFLE'S COUNSEL
HAS THE RIGHTS OF COUNSEL FOR A PARTY TO THE PROCEEDING INCLUDING
THOSE RIGHTS'SPECIFIED IN § 3-107 OF THIS ARTICLE.

(B) JURISDICTION.

THE OFFICE OF PEOPLE'S COUNSEL MAY APPEAR BEFORE ANY FEDERAL OR
STATE UNIT TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF RESIDENTIAL AND NONCOMMERCIAL
USERS.

{C) ACCESS TC COMMISSION.

{I)  EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS ARTICLE AND
CONSISTENT WITH ANY APPLICABLE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, THE OFFICE
OF PEOPLE'S COUNSEL SHALL HAVE FULL ACCESS TO THE COMMISSION’S RECORDS
AND SHALL HAVE THE BENEFIT OF ALL OTHER FACILITIES OR INFORMATION OF THE
COMMISSICON. .

(2) THE OFFICE OF PEOPLE'S COUNSEL IS ENTITLED TO THE
ASSISTANCE OF‘THE COMMISSION'S STAFF, IF THE STAFF DETERMINES THAT THE
ASSISTANCE IS3SCONSISTENT WITH THE STAFF’S RESPONSIBILITIES AND IF THE
STAFF AND THE'OFFICE OF PEOPLE’S COUNSEL AGREE THAT THE ASSISTAN CE,INA
PARTICULAR MATTER, IS CONSISTENT WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE INTERESTS.

(I} LEGISLATION.,

IF THE OFFICE OF PEOPLE'S COUNSEL CONSIDERS THAT THE LEGISLATION
WOULD AFFECT THE INTERESTS OF RESIDENTIAL AND NONCOMMERCIAL USERS,
THE OFFICE OF PEOPLE'S COUNSEL MAY RECOMMEND TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LEGISLATION ON ANY MATTER RELATED TO THE COMMISSION'S JURISDICTION.

REVISOR’S NOTE: This section is new language derived without substantive
change from former Art. 78, § 15(c), (d) and the third and fourth sentences
of (a). ‘

In subsection (b) of this section, the reference to the “Office of” People s
Counsel is added for clarity and consistency.

Also in subsection (b) of this section, the reference to a federal or State
“unit” is substituted for the former reference to an “agency”. See General
Revisor’s Note to this article.
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