Ch. 110 1998 LAWS OF MARYLAND
Article - Health — General

15-303.

(A) THE PURPOSE OF THE HEALTH CARE FO UNDATION UNDER THIS SECTION
ISTO: :

(1) DEVELOP PROGRAMS TO EXPAND THE AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH
INSURANCE COVERAGE TO LOW-INCOME, UNINSURED CHILDREN IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION;

‘ (2 INVOLVE THE PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE MARKET IN THE
DELIVERY OF HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION
(B) OF THIS SECTION; |

(3} IDENTIFY AND AGGRESSIVELY PURSUE A MIX OF STATE, FEDERAL,
AND PRIVATE FUNDS, INCLUDING GRANTS, TO ENABLE THE FOUNDATION TOD
PROVIDE AND FUND HEALTH CARE INSURANCE COVERAGE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION;

(4) DEVELOP METHODS TO MINIMIZE THE EFFECT OF EMPLOYERS OR
EMPLOYEES TERMINATING EMPLOYER SPONSORED HEALTH ' INS URANCE OR
PRIVATELY PURCHASED HEALTH CARE INSURANCE; AND '

(55 COORDINATE ITS ACTIVITIES WITH THE OTHER NECESSARY
ENTITIES IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THE HEALTH CARE NEEDS OF THE LOW-INCOME,
UNINSURED CHILDREN OF THE STATE AND THEIR FAMILIES.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE, IN CONSULTATION
WITH THE MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION, THE HEALTH CARE ACCESS
AND COST COMMISSION, THE FOUNDATION, THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY, AND THE
HEALTH CARE INSURANCE INDUSTRY SHALL

[#3] CONDUCT A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE FEASIBILITY AND COST
EFFECTIVENESS OF PROVIDING HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE THROUGH THE
PRIVATE MARKET T0O UNINSURED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND IN
PARTICULAR TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WITH A FAMILY INCOME BETWEEN 185
PERCENT OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL AND- 200 PERCENT.OF THE FEDERAL
POVERTY LEVEL, AS PART OF THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER § 15—301 OF THIS
SUBTITLE; AND ‘

_ (2) RECOMMEND PROGRAMS TO PROVIDE HEALTH INSURANCE
COVERAGE THROUGH THE PRIVATE MARKET TO UNINSURED CHILDREN AND THEIR
FAMILIES THAT WOULD QUALIFY FOR THE ENHANCED FEDERAL MATCH PROVIDED
FOR UNDER TITLE XXI OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT AS PART OF THE PROGRAM
ESTABLISHED UNDER § 15-301 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(C) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REPORT ON THE RESULT OF ITS STUDY AND ITS
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 21246 OF THE
STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ON OR BEFORE
DECEMBER 1, 1998 AND EACH DECEMBER 1 THEREAFTER
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