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(2) AN ATTORNEY OR‘ FIRM REPRESENTING THE NATURAL PARENT
MAY NOT REPRESENT THE ADOPTIVE PARENT OR CHILD PLACEMENT
AGENCY IN THE SAME ADOPTION PROCEEDING.

THE COURT SHALL HOLD A HEARING BEFORE ENTERING A FINAL
DECREE OF ADOPTION.

5-327.

(a) (1) [An]l EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED, AN agency,
institution, or individual who renders any service in connection with the placement of an
individual for adoption may not charge or receive from or on behalf of either the natural
parent of the individual to be adopted, or from or on behalf of the individual who is
adopting the individual, any compensation for the placement.

(2) This subsection does not prohibit the payment, by any interested person,
of reasonable and customary charges or fees for hospital or medical or legal services.

(b} This section does not prevent the Social Services Administration, of any
agency or institution that is supervised or licensed by it, from receiving and accepting
reasonable reimbursement for the costs of adoptive services in connection with adoption,
if the reimbursement is in accordance with standards established by the rules and
regulations of the Social Services Administration. However, the ability to provide this
reimbursement may not affect:

(1) the acceptability of any individual for adoptive services; or

(2) the choice of the most suitable prospective adoptive family or individual
for a child who is to be adopted.

(C) IN AN INDEPENDENT ADOPTION, PRIOR TO THE ENTRY OF A
FINAL DECREE OF ADOPTION, THE PETITIONER SHALL FILE WITH THE
COURT AN ACCOUNTING REPORT OF ALL PAYMENTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS OF ANY ITEM OF VALUE MADE BY OR ON BEHALF OF
THE PETITIONER IN CONNECTION WITH THE ADOPTION.

[(c)1(D) The State’s Attorney shall prosecute any violation of this section.

[(d)1(E) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $100 or imprisonment not exceeding 3
months, or both, for each offense.
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