WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor
television in certain child abuse proceedings.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Courts and Judicial Proceedings
Section 9-102
Annotated Code of Maryland
(1989 Replacement Volume and 1991 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Courts and Judicial Proceedings
9-102.

(@) [(1)1In a case of abuse of a child as defined in § 5-701 of the Family Law
Article or Article 27, § 35A of the Code, a court may order that the testimony of a child
victim be taken outside the courtroom and shown in the courtroom by means of closed
circuit television if:

[(1)]1 (1) The testimony is taken during the proceeding; and

[(ii))J(2) The judge determines that testimony by the child victim in
the [courtroom] DEFENDANT’S PRESENCE will result in the child suffering serious
emotional distress such that the child cannot reasonably communicate.

[(2) Only the prosecuting attorney, the attorney for the defendant, and the -
judge may question the child.

(3) The operators of the closed circuit television shall make every effort to
be unobtrusive.]

{(b) (1) Only the following persohs may be in the room with the child when the
child testifies by closed circuit television:

(i) The prosecuting attorney;
(ii) The attorney for the defendant;
(iii) The operators of the closed circuit television equipment; and

(iv) Unless the defendant objects, any person whose presence, in the
opinion of the court, contributes to the well-being of the child, including a person who
has dealt with the child in a therapeutic setting concerning the abuse.

(2) During the child’s testimony by closed circuit television, the judge and
the defendant shall be in the courtroom.

(3) The judge and the defendant shall be allowed to communicate with the
persons in the room where the child is testifying by any appropriate electronic method.




