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(1) THE WSSC DETERMINES THAT MINORITY BUSINESS
ENTERPRISES ARE UNDERREPRESENTED IN THE AWARD OF THESE
CONTRACTS DUE TO THE EFFECTS OF PAST DISCRIMINATION; AND

(2) THE WSSC DETERMINES THAT SUCH A PROGRAM IS
NECESSARY TO REMEDY THE EFFECTS OF PAST DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES IN CONTRACTING WITH THE
WSSC.

(C) THE RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT ESTABLISH THE PROGRAM
UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION SHALL INCLUDE PROVISIONS
THAT: '

(1) RECOGNIZE THE CERTIFICATION OF MINORITY BUSINESS
ENTERPRISES BY THE STATE CERTIFICATION AGENCY DESIGNATED
UNDER § 14-303(B) OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT ARTICLE;

(2) RECOGNIZE ANY OTHER CERTIFICATION PROGRAM THAT
IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE WSSC SUBSTANTIALLY DUPLICATES THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE STATE CERTIFICATION AGENCY;

(3) PROVIDE FOR MINORITY BUSINESS PARTICIPATION
THROUGH SUBCONTRACTING;

(4) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (5) OF THIS
SUBSECTION, PROVIDE FOR A SYSTEM OF GRANTING A PREFERENCE OF
UP TO THE LESSER OF 5% OR $50,000 TO MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
IN EVALUATING BIDS AND PROPOSALS;

(5) (I) SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SUBPARAGRAPHS (II)
AND-@5) , (1), AND (IV) OF THIS PARAGRAPH, ESTABLISH A SHELTERED
MARKET PROGRAM IN WHICH BIDDING ON PROCUREMENT CONTRACTS
DESIGNATED BY THE WSSC AS APPROPRIATE IS RESTRICTED TO
CERTIFIED MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES;

(II) THE SHELTERED MARKET PROGRAM UNDER THIS
PARAGRAPH MAY NOT BE UTILIZED UNTIL ALL LESS RESTRICTIVE
REMEDIES UNDER THIS SUBSECTION AND RACE-NEUTRAL REMEDIES
SUCH AS ASSISTANCE WITH BONDING REQUIREMENTS, FINANCING, OR
BIDDING PROCEDURES FOR SMALL FIRMS HAVE BEEN USED AND FOUND
TO BE INEFFECTIVE;

@b (1) UPON THE BID OF AT LEAST 3 CERTIFIED
MINORITY BUSINESS CONTRACTORS, A CONTRACT SHALL BE AWARDED
UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH TO THE LOWEST OF THOSE BIDDERS; AND

@1 (1IV) IF FEWER THAN 3 CERTIFIED MINORITY BUSINESS
ENTERPRISES BID ON A CONTRACT UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH, THE
CONTRACT SHALL BE AWARDED UNDER THE GENERAL PROVISIONS OF
PARAGRAPH (4) OF THIS SUBSECTION;
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