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(b) Any person who violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of a felony and
is subject to imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $10,000,
or both. :

(¢) (1) (1) [Itislawful under this subtitle for an operator of a switchboard, or
an officer, employee, or agent of a provider of wire or electronic communication service,
whose facilities are used in the transmission of a wire or electronic communication to
intercept, disclose, or use that communication in the normal course of his employment
while engaged in any activity which is a necessary incident to the rendition of his service
or to the protection of the rights or property of the provider of that service, except that a
provider of wire communications service to the public may not utilize service observing or
random monitoring except for mechanical or service quality control checks.

(iiy 1. It is lawful under this subtitle for a provider of wire or
electronic communication service, its officers, employees, and agents, landlords,
custodians or other persons to provide information, facilities, or technical assistance to
persons authorized by federal or State law to intercept wire, oral, or electronic
communications or to conduct electronic surveillance, if the provider, its officers,
employees, or agents, landlord, custodian, or other specified person has been provided -
with a court order signed by the authorizing judge directing the provision of information,
facilities, or technical assistance.

2. The order shall set forth the period of time during which the
provision of the information, facilities, or technical assistance is authorized and specify

the information, facilities, or technical assistance required. A provider of wire or
electronic communication service, its officers, employees, or agents, or landlord,
custodian, or other specified person may not disclose the existence of any interception or
surveillance or the device used to accomplish the interception or surveillance with respect
to which the person has been furnished an order under this subparagraph, except as may
otherwise be required by legal process and then only after prior notification to the judge
who granted the order, if appropriate, or the State’s Attorney of the county where the
device was used. Any such disclosure, shall render the person liable for compensatory
damages. No cause of action shall lie in any court against any provider of wire or
electronic communication service, its officers, employees, or agents, landlord, custodian,
or other specified person for providing information, facilities, or assistance in accordance
with the terms of a court order under this subtitle.

(2) 1t is lawful under this subtitle for an investigative or law enforcement
officer acting in a criminal investigation or any other person acting at the prior direction
and under the supervision of an investigative or law enforcement officer to intercept a
wire, oral, or electronic communication in order to provide evidence of the commission of
the offenses of murder, kidnapping, rape, a sexual offense in the first or second degree,
child abuse, gambling, robbery, any felony punishable under the “Arson and Burning”
subheading of Article 27, bribery, extortion, or dealing in controlled dangerous
substances, including violations of Article 27, § 286B or § 287A, or any conspiracy or
solicitation to commit any of these offenses, or where any person has created a barricade




