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(7) “TUITION ASSISTANCE” MEANS ANY FUNDS PROVIDED FOR -
THE COST OF BASIC INSTRUCTIONAL CHARGES, FEES, ROOM, BOARD, OR
OTHER RELATED EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES.

(8) (I) “SERVICE OBLIGATION” MEANS THE OBLIGATION OF
RECIPIENTS TO PROVIDE PHYSICAL OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY TO
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN MARYLAND OR
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN PLACED IN A NONPUBLIC EDUCATION
PROGRAM AS PROVIDED UNDER § 8-409 OF THIS ARTICLE, THE FIRST
YEAR OF WHICH IS PROVIDED UNDER THE FULL-TIME, ON-SITE
SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED PHYSICAL OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST
WHO HAS AT LEAST 2 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN A SCHOOL PROGRAM.

(II) “SERVICE OBLIGATION” MAY INCLUDE SERVICE
PERFORMED IN A STATE THERAPEUTIC HOSPITAL DETERMINED BY THE
SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE TO HAVE A SEVERE

SHORTAGE OF PHYSICAL OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS PROVIDING
THE REQUIREMENT OF SUBSECTION (C) (2) OF THIS SECTION HAS BEEN
MET.

(B) (1) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STUDENT ASSISTANCE GRANTS
MAY BE AWARDED AS TUITION ASSISTANCE GRANTS TO TRAIN PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS, PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS, OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPISTS, AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS.

(2) THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT GUIDELINES OR
REGULATIONS TO DETERMINE ACADEMIC CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF
RECIPIENTS FROM ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.

(C) (1) THE STATE SCHOLARSHIP ADMINISTRATION SHALL
DISTRIBUTE ANNUALLY TO ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS TUITION ASSISTANCE
GRANTS TO TRAIN IN PHYSICAL OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY.

(2) AT LEAST 25 OF THE ANNUAL GRANTS AWARDED UNDER
THIS SECTION SHALL REQUIRE THE SERVICE OBLIGATION TO BE
SATISFIED BY PROVIDING SERVICE TO HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, AS
DEFINED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(8)(I) OF THIS SECTION.

(3) A RECIPIENT OF AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STUDENT
ASSISTANCE GRANT AWARDED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL:

() BE SELECTED BY THE STATE SCHOLARSHIP
ADMINISTRATION FROM QUALIFIED APPLICANTS BASED ON
COMPETITIVE STANDARDS;

(I) BE ENROLLED AS A FULL-TIME STUDENT IN AN
ELIGIBLE PROGRAM AT AN ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION; AND

(III) UPON COMPLETION OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES,
OR COMPLETION OF CERTIFICATION STUDIES, PERFORM THE SERVICE
OBLIGATION.
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