WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor Ch. 655

Annotated Code of Maryland
(1984 Volume and 1990 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — State Government
Section 10-504
Annotated Code of Maryland
(1984 Volume and 1990 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - State Government
10-501.

(A) IT IS ESSENTIAL TO THE MAINTENANCE OF A DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETY THAT, EXCEPT IN SPECIAL AND APPROPRIATE CIRCUMSTANCES:

(1) PUBLIC BUSINESS BE PERFORMED IN AN OPEN AND PUBLIC
MANNER; AND

(2) CITIZENS BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE:
(I) THE PERFORMANCE OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS; AND

(II) THE DELIBERATIONS AND DECISIONS THAT THE
MAKING OF PUBLIC POLICY INVOLVES.

(B) (1) THE ABILITY OF THE PUBLIC ANB, ITS REPRESENTATIVES,
AND THE MEDIA TO ATTEND, REPORT ON, AND BROADCAST MEETINGS OF
PUBLIC BODIES AND TO WITNESS -THE PHASES OF THE DELIBERATION,
POLICY FORMATION, AND DECISION MAKING OF PUBLIC BODIES ENSURES
THE ACCOUNTABILITY OF GOVERNMENT TO THE CITIZENS OF THE
STATE.

(2) THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS IN OPEN MEETINGS -
INCREASES THE FAITH OF THE PUBLIC IN GOVERNMENT AND ENHANCES
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PUBLIC IN FULFILLING ITS ROLE IN A
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY.

(C) EXCEPT IN SPECIAL AND APPROPRIATE CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN
MEETINGS OF PUBLIC BODIES MAY BE CLOSED UNDER THIS SUBTITLE, IT
IS THE PUBLIC POLICY OF THE STATE FO-PROTECTHTFHEABHAIIY-OF THAT
THE PUBLIC TO-RECEINVE BE PROVIDED WITH ADEQUATE NOTICE OF THE
TIME AND LOCATION OF MEETINGS OF PUBLIC BODIES, WHICH SHALL BE
HELD IN PLACES REASONABLY ACCESSIBLE TO INDIVIDUALS WHO
WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THESE MEETINGS.
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